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Not by accident!

by Fr. Richard Walz, OSB
Abbot Jerome is fond of reminding people that it is “not by accident” that they are
partnering with us in the Abbey’s work and ministries. God seems to regularly offer an
interesting, mystifying and often circuitous route in bringing people to the Abbey.
During the month of September three new candidates arrived who will be with us
for the next six months as they explore the monastic calling. On September 7th two men
(Novices Derrick Elkins and Richard Udouj) were invested as novices after spending the
past six months immersed in our way of life as candidates. Moreover, we are immensely
thankful to God for the gift of our two newest monks who made their temporary profession on September 8th at Vespers. Novices Brian Owens and Patrick Richey, approved
by the Monastic Chapter for temporary vows, presented written and signed petitions to
Abbot Jerome who then welcomed their public profession of monastic vows for three
years. Reflecting this change in their state of life, the Abbot assigned them new names:
Novice Brian is Fr. Elijah Owens and Novice Patrick is Br. John Paul Richey. Each
monk’s journey makes it clear that it is “not by accident” that God has led them to us.
Brother John Paul (age 35) was originally from New York, grew-up in Alabama, is
the middle son of three siblings, and is a fierce lover of sports. He graduated from St.
Vincent College in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, with a B.A. in Catholic Theology and worked
in numerous jobs leading up to that degree. While working as a youth minister at St.
Mary Magdalene Parish in Flint, Texas, he first turned his gaze towards the Abbey. He
had previously spent time as a diocesan seminarian but was unsure as to whether God
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was calling him to public ministry. Teaching, coaching and mentoring youth were his passions, but something was still missing. While at St. Mary Magdalene, he chanced upon a
young man who was considering a vocation as a monk at Subiaco. In an effort to help that
young man with his college debt, he devised a walk for vocations to raise funds. Br. John
Paul signed-up to attend a discernment retreat with that young man that was being held at
Subiaco Abbey in July of 2008. After the conclusion of that retreat, both men then walked
294 miles back to Tyler, Texas, in an effort to raise money for vocations and spend time
with God in solitude and prayer. The unsettledness continued even as he changed employment to work with the University of Colorado fraternity system as a mentor and advisor.
Now, however, he thought God might actually be calling him to be a monk at Subiaco. In
August of 2009 he contacted Br. Francis and made the decision to begin the application
process to enter our monastic community. Having spent time as a candidate and a novice,
Br. John Paul will now begin the next stage of his life as a monk assigned to oversee the
Benet Club in our Academy in order to foster a better awareness and appreciation of monastic life amongst the students. How a young man who has lived in New York, Alabama,
Pennsylvania, Texas, Colorado and numerous other states has journeyed to the Abbey of
Subiaco is “not by accident!” As Br. John Paul related, “I now understand why God placed
Br. John Paul Richey
me in each of my past situations; each was a lesson that I will be able to pass on. One of
the biggest lessons gleaned from the last twelve years is to see through to the end what God has placed before me.”
The circuitous route of Father Elijah (age 46) coming to Subiaco is no different. He
grew up in the rural mountains of Mt. Airy, North Carolina, with one younger sister.
Raised as a Southern Baptist, most of his impressions of Catholics were from the false and
misleading anti-catholic stories told in books, pamphlets and sermons he heard. When he
finally attended college, one of his roommates was a Catholic who inspired him and they
even began praying the rosary together. Father was later elected as the head of the Baptist
Student Union, but that constant unsettledness would ultimately lead him to come into
full communion with the Catholic Church. Upon graduation he explored life in a more
active religious community, but he knew his true calling was to monastic life. While living in Washington, D.C., and traveling on assignments for the U.S. Government, he visited many Abbeys across the world in an effort to find where God was leading him. With
each visit, he knew he had a call to monastic life, but just not to that particular abbey. He
ultimately felt called to priesthood so he entered the seminary and was ordained a priest of
the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, West Virginia. He served in numerous assignments
in the diocese, such as Secretary to the Bishop, a member of the Presbyteral Council and
Diocesan Vocation Committee, chair of the Diocesan Liturgical Commission, and Pastor.
He attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Washington Theological
Union, Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary, Oxford University and Wharton School of Business.
But even with his immense love for serving as a parish priest, he still had that constant
Fr. Elijah Owens
call to the monastic life. His spiritual director invited him to begin an intense nine-day
novena to call upon the Holy Spirit and St. Benedict to lead him to the right abbey. The
last phrase of that prayer was “Show me the Place!” At the end of his novena on the ninth day, he was in Middleburg, Virginia,
getting ready to enter a used book store. He finished the prayer asking God to show him the place to live as a monk. As he
opened the door to the bookstore his eyes went immediately to a book laying on top of a bin of other books. The book was
entitled A Place called Subiaco by our own Fr. Hugh Assenmacher. At first he thought God was calling him to Subiaco in Italy,
until he realized that it was actually Arkansas. Father contacted Subiaco and spoke with Br. Francis a few days later, arranged
a visit a few months later, and then applied to his Bishop for release which came a few years later. After completing his candidacy and novitiate, he has now been assigned by the Abbot as the Assistant Vocation Director. Father relates, “I am in love with
the community and this place. I would never in my wildest dreams have thought I would be living in Arkansas. Still, I have to
realize that growing up I also never believed I would be a Catholic, much less a priest. I have come to realize that as long as we
follow God’s will, then he will take care of the rest.”
So, pray for our candidates, our novices, our junior monks, and all those considering life as a monk at Subiaco. God has
richly blessed us, and it is surely “not by accident!”

Becket and Romero
Not quite 100 years after the 1077 dedication of the great Canterbury Cathedral, Archbishop
Thomas Becket was murdered in its northeast transept by knights who believed they were acting on
orders from King Henry II. Becket was first buried in the eastern Crypt, but in 1220 his body was
transferred to the newly built shrine in Trinity Chapel behind the main altar. His shrine became
one of the most celebrated pilgrimage sites in Europe.
Visitors to Canterbury today will not find the tomb of Thomas Becket. Trinity Chapel is empty, an area of bare pavement, except for a burning candle and a sign which reads: “This candle burns
where the shrine of St. Thomas of Canterbury stood from 1220 to 1538 when it was destroyed by
order of King Henry VIII.” King Henry had destroyed the Abbey connected with the cathedral
as part of his campaign for the dissolution of all monasteries after his break with Rome. But still
pilgrims came to pray at the tomb of St. Thomas. This continuing Catholic devotion annoyed the king, but he was even more
concerned that the presence of the lifeless body of Becket continued to emphasize the priority of the demands of God above the
authority of the state. In order to smother Becket’s influence, Henry had his tomb demolished and his remains burned so that
there would be no relics to support the devotion of the faithful to Becket.
Henry’s effort was not successful, to say the least. His destruction of St. Thomas’ shrine and his body raised outrage all
over Europe and if anything increased devotion to the saint and what he stood for.
Henry was not successful, either, in destroying all the relics. Several blocks away from the cathedral in Canterbury is the
Roman Catholic Church of St. Thomas of Canterbury, built in 1875. It contains a Martyrs’ Chapel in which are preserved
three relics of St. Thomas, two pieces of bone and a part of one of his vestments. These had been removed to Rome at the time
of the installation of the body of St. Thomas in Trinity Chapel in 1220; they were donated to the parish in recent times for the
veneration of the faithful still coming to Canterbury on pilgrimage.
Pilgrims today find relics of another martyred archbishop preserved with those of St. Thomas Becket. Encased in a glass
case next to Becket’s reliquary are vestments that had belonged to Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador, who was murdered
by government agents while celebrating Mass in 1980. The people of St. Thomas of Canterbury parish had seen the similarity
of the two martyrdoms, and in 1996 had sent a part of one of their relics of St. Thomas as a gift to San Salvador Cathedral for
the tomb of Archbishop Romero; and soon after that the people of San Salvador reciprocated with the Romero relic.
The similarities between the stories of Becket and Romero are striking. Neither had been considered a champion of justice
before they were made archbishop. Becket had been a crony of King Henry II and as Lord Chancellor had enforced the King’s
oppressive taxation and sided with him in conflicts with the Church. Henry intended to use Becket further as a tool by having
him made Archbishop. But soon after his ordination, Becket had a spiritual conversion and began to be in conflict with the
King, insisting on Church authority and prerogatives. He was forced to live in exile on the Continent for six years; and when
he returned still did not abdicate his authority in favor of the King, which led to his assassination in Canterbury Cathedral.
The appointment of Oscar Romero as Archbishop of San Salvador in 1977 had been met with surprise and dismay by
justice groups in the Church, but was welcomed by the government. He had not been
convinced by reports of the oppression of the poor, and felt that the government’s role
“The similarities between
had been misunderstood. This changed dramatically soon after his installation when his
the stories of Becket and
friend, Fr. Rutilio Grande, S.J., a passionate and unselfish worker for the poor, was assassinated for speaking out against government policies. Archbishop Romero urged the Romero are striking. ... As
Molina government to investigate, but his request was ignored. Not only that, the press in the case of Becket, not
was forced to remain silent.
only did Romero’s assasRomero began speaking out against government policies of social injustice, torture
sination not silence him
and assassination. Overnight he became an international champion of human rights.
or his message, it assured
He ignored several warnings to tone down his criticisms, and on March 24, 1980, was
gunned down as he raised the consecrated Host during Mass in a hospital chapel in San that his message would
Salvador.
be heard more and more
As in the case of Becket, not only did Romero’s assassination not silence him or his
around the world.”
message, it assured that his message would be heard more and more around the world.
In 1997, Pope John Paul II opened a process for his beatification and canonization.
Both Thomas Becket and Oscar Romero had the opportunity for worldly power and prestige. Had they succumbed to that
temptation, their influence might have been great in their own time, but it would have had temporary significance. As it is,
their influence will be eternal. King Henry VIII didn’t believe Becket was dead enough and tried to kill him a second time 368
years later. The candle at Canterbury tells the story: though you may destroy the tomb, you cannot extinguish the flame.

Abbey

Abbey Journal
by Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB

June
We had one day to shift gears between Alumni Weekend (June 3-5), with its crowds and clamor, before beginning the
annual monastic retreat. Several times in the Gospels, Jesus sought refuge after busy periods of ministry. Retreat days can provide for us also a time of respite, a space for the re-charging of batteries. The schedule during retreat is relaxed, allowing extra
sleep, mostly free afternoons, and quiet (no recreation) evenings. There is every opportunity to unwind a bit, and to assess
the many things we are so busy and anxious about the rest of the year. Retreatmaster Bishop Anthony Taylor examined nine
“servant parables” of the Gospels, helping us to evaluate our own service. His presentations, sprinkled with a Scripture scholar’s
terms like “ipsissima verba,” “Sitz im Leben,” and “redactional comment,” led to a very pastoral and personal question: “Now,
what does this mean for my life and my ministry and my relationship with Jesus?” It was good to see Bishop Taylor, the
epitome of a busy person, enjoying the swimming pool during the retreat days.
The next week, Brother Adrian put out a call for potato diggers.
What Cane Creek had not washed away was ready for harvest. He and
Mr. Timmerman (Academy Dean of Men and fellow gardener) struggled
valiantly with the ancient potato digger contraption, but finally had to
abandon it. Forks and shovels completed the task, as a black sky forked
with lightning bore down from the north. This did not deter Fr. Bruno
from doing a little fishing, after the spuds were on the way to the cellar.
He usually has his fishing gear with him if his work or travel takes him
anywhere near a fishable body of water. As it turned out, the fish didn’t
bite nor did the rain come.
That same evening, June 16th, Brother
Augustine Konitzer died in the Health Center
after several weeks of decline. His health had
been precarious for some years, but he was
Mr. Timmerman (l) and Br. Adrian trying to figure out
mobile and active until his last days. He had
how to make the potato digger dig potatoes!
a pacemaker, and joked that he could not die
until the warranty on the pacemaker expired.
During his funeral Mass on Saturday, rain again threatened to the degree that the assembly did not
process to the cemetery. Again, nothing came of it, as the clouds gave way to one of the first really
hot days of the summer. Little did we know what was in store for us!
Br. Augustine, 1926-2011
Cemetery Pond was stocked with several hundred catfish just before Summer Camp, to tilt the
odds in favor of the novice fishermen during Camp. Several monks conducted a pre-test of this
fishing venue just before Camp. After putting about ten nice fish on the stringer, someone’s pesky conscience began agitating
to release them. Reluctantly, all were released for the intended fishermen of the following week. They say that virtue is its own
reward. Maybe so, but a platter of crispy catfish filets would have been a nice reward too.
Travelers to the Monastic Institute, held at St. John’s Abbey in Minnesota at the end of the month, reported that their GPS
system inexplicably began speaking Afrikaans somewhere in northern Missouri. They had ignored its repeated commands to
“make a U-turn at the first opportunity.” The machines are turning on us!

July
The March Journal had included this prescient sentence: “Several hot dry days may presage a heat wave or an historic
drought.” July began our historic series of 100º days, and the rain stopped even any pretense or tease. Subiaco set no records
for consecutive or total number of 100º days. Our hundreds were broken by the occasional 99º. As the weeks and then two
months passed without appreciable rain, a newsletter from St. Benedict’s Monastery in Canyon, Texas, reported their total
rainfall for the year, through the month of June, as 0.69 inches. Lord, forgive us for our complaining.

Fr. Mark had a witness for a once-in-a-lifetime fishing phenomenon. As he began reeling in a fish, something began pulling in a second direction. The line had somehow wrapped two loops around the tail of another nice catfish. After untying this
one, he brought in a second fish, this one on his hook. Has anyone ever heard of such a thing? My confreres were skeptical,
but my witness stood firm in her testimony.
The last week of July involved another community work event. All
available personnel reported to the main building dormitories on Monday,
July 25. We had three days to strip all the dormitory rooms down to the
bare walls, in preparation for the installation of new furniture: beds, desks,
chairs, cabinets. The rooms had been in use two days before for Choir
Camp, precluding any slower pace of removal. Novice Patrick devised a
system for sliding chairs down a stationary rope from the flat roof above
the third floor dorms to the south side lawn. All the furnishings were piled
into separate heaps outside the south entrance. Word was put out in the
community to “come and get it,” for free. Most of these materials were
hauled away for re-use. Several loads were taken to a landfill, to a metal
recycler, and to the bonfire. It was amazing to see how quickly the removal happened. A job like this looks impossible at the outset, but 25-30
workers can accomplish the impossible in three days. We did it, surprising
ourselves, the maintenance chief, and Mr. Robert Loia, the new Headmaster. The new furniture began arriving on Thursday. The manufacturer
Novice Patrick and two student helpers
supplied the manpower for carrying everything up the stairs, back to the
dormitory rooms. May God bless them! They certainly earned their pay.

August
The heat and drought of the summer climaxed on August 3, when we recorded 113º. As the drought persisted, we often
recalled Fr. Andrew Wewers’ refrain during a similar drought 20-some years ago. Every day, in the lunch line, he would say,
“Well, we’re one day closer to the end of the drought.” Unassailable logic, but not very predictive. As it turned out, the peak
temperature reading was close to the end. The following week, in the four-day period from August 9 through the 12th, we got
close to seven inches of rain. What a wonderful blessing! In three days the desiccated lawns and pastures turned green again.
Plants seemed to sense their shortened growing season and tried to make up for lost time. The south side lawns produced a
verdant crop of nut grass. Fr. Hugh mowed one area four times in five days—or maybe it was five times in four days. I believe
the only “cure” for nut grass is to learn to appreciate it. It is a nice bright green color, and it is impervious to drought, traffic,
and herbicides. Why fight it? The better part of valor here is to surrender and get on the winning side. As Fr. Hugh says “I’ll
lay my money on the nut grass.”
During one of the rainstorms, a lightning bolt struck the Coury House oak right in front of the guest house. Coury House
workers Michele Hughes and Carol Geels were in the lounge, about 20 feet from the tree, with only large picture windows
between them and the tree. Other than being scared silly, they were not hurt. Likely the tree is a goner. Chunks of bark
were blasted loose in spiraling lines down the trunk, and areas of leaves are now turning brown. This venerable tree had to be
severely pruned several years ago and was just now beginning to assume again some tree-like dignity. Now this. There must be
some homily material here, but what readings would fit? Maybe the Book of Job and Psalm 88.
The lightning blast got into electrical lines and ruined some thermostats, controls, and computers. As a result, some air
conditioners could not be turned on, and others could not be shut down. Br. Jude and Mr. Bob Shelton, computer system
troubleshooters, say that there is seldom a day without some sort of glitches and anomalies in the system. They do a wonderful
job of keeping us all “on line.”
By special indult of the Abbot, the grape harvest began on August 15. The Solemnity of the Assumption was not “of
obligation” this year, and so we were obliged to pick grapes on Mary’s day. Actually, many monks enjoy coming out for this
task. Vineyard keeper Br. Joseph Koehler also informs a few friends and neighbors about the impending harvest, and they take
the hint. The parable of the workers in the vineyard always comes during the grape harvest, leading to much deep theological
discussion as workers come and go through the day. This year’s breakthrough in Scriptural exegesis was that the parable fails to
cover the case of those workers who show up early but who also leave the vineyard early. All varieties produced well this year
and Br. Joseph’s tally showed it to be one of the top harvests ever. Vintner Br. Anselm soon saw that he could not handle the
entire crop in the small cellar, and so we were able to sell some grapes to Cowie Wine Cellars in nearby Carbon City.

Fr. Richard decided to try his hand at jelly-making, and produced
many jars of beautiful and tasty grape jelly from the Black Ives variety. No
one knows how he finds time to do all the things he does: Novicemaster, peanut brittle chef and marketer, Monk Sauce entrepreneur, brewer,
rosary maker, pepper grower, gardener, canner of peppers and okra, and
now jelly maker.
Once or twice a year, the choir stall positions are reworked. We are
expecting several candidates to arrive shortly, and the present candidates
and novices will be moving along to the next step in religious life. New
members begin in the bottom row and slowly move upwards as they
advance in wisdom, age, and grace. Actually, only age in community has
anything to do with choir stall position. As Br. Mel moved for the first
time into the third row, he commented “I’m getting close to ‘death row’
now.” That top or fourth row includes the three superiors and monks
generally in their late 70s and upwards. The third row holds monks who A secret stash of pickled okra, jalapeños and grape jelly
are beginning to realize that they are fast becoming “elders” in the community. The second row consists of monks in final vows, who are finding their niche and shaping the future of the monastery.
The divisions are neither intentional nor definitive. But the designation of the rows as “newbies,” “up and coming”, “elders”
and “patriarchs” (rather than “death row”) might provide a generally valid description.

Still Full of Sap, Still Green
This verse, Psalm 92:15, is often used for a moribund situation where surprising shoots of new
life appear. This certainly was seen after our August rains, when the parched and apparently dead
landscape quickly sprouted anew. The sap still ran in the roots, and the rain brought forth a verdant
green.
Fr. Richard writes in this issue about new life in the Subiaco community—the first professions
of two novices and the investiture of two other men as novices. On the bottom of this page we note the jubilees celebrated by
monks with long years of service. Abbot
Jerome tells about two martyrs whose
blood, shed 800 years apart, became the
seed of renewed life for Christians.
Another fresh shoot on the old
stump of Benedictinism is the flourishing Benedictine Oblate program.
During the last weekend of August,
fifty-four Oblates of Subiaco Abbey
met for their semi-annual retreat. Eight
new Oblates made their oblation during
Vespers, and two new Oblate novices
were invested. Several applications
from prospective new Oblates came in
during the retreat. The Oblates worked
and studied, prayed and planned zealously. They treasure their connection
to Subiaco Abbey, and desire to share as
fully as possible in the work and prayer
of the monks.
Fr. Mark, Oblate Director and Abbot Jerome flank the new Oblates.
Top row, from the left: Don Berend, Tom McMahon. Bottom row, left to right: Mary Holder,
Betty Saveth, Pat Baker, Carol Rayl, Patricia Causey, and Anita McMahon.

Monk anniversaries

Several of our monks are
celebrating anniversaries this
year. Their years of service as
monks and/or priests amount
to an impressive 285 years!
Fr. Denis Soerries is currently pastor at Shoal Creek. He
celebrates 60 years professed.
Three monks are celebrating 50 years of profession: Br.
Joseph Koehler, vineyard keeper; Fr. William Wewers, pastor
in Clarksville, AR; Fr. Richard
Back: Fr. Eugene Luke, Fr. William Wewers, Fr. Richard Walz and Prior David Bellinghausen
Walz, Formation Director.
Front: Fr. Denis Soerries and Br. Joseph Koehler
Fr. Eugene Luke celebrates
50 years as a priest and is pastor in Paris, AR.
Fr. David Bellinghausen celebrates 25 years of priesthood and is the prior of the Abbey.

Academy

New Headmaster Rob Loia
Our new Headmaster arrived on campus June 28, 2011. He began his
first full day with Mass on the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul. Having
been selected as Headmaster by the Subiaco Academy Board of Trustees,
Mr. Loia has extensive experience in Catholic education.
Mr. Loia wrote to parents and students: “As I begin my first school
year as Headmaster, my family and I are very grateful for the warm welcome we have received. The Benedictine charism of hospitality is fully
lived out here at Subiaco. St. Benedict says in chapter 53 of his rule, “All
guests are to be welcomed as Christ, for he will surely say: “I was a stranger
and you welcomed me.’” This dedication to hospitality also speaks to
how we teach in a Benedictine community. For the Benedictine educator, teaching is akin to worship in that we recognize God’s image in our
students. The beloved Abbot Martin from St. Mary’s Abbey, would say, “I
New headmaster speaking at orientation which took place
find Christ in my students and I worship him there.”
in Coury House
“I want to mention a change which will involve a detour for a school
tradition. The cement canopy above the front entrance, focal point of many pep rallies, came down this past week. After I
was informed of its potential structural instability, I had to weigh the value of the tradition against the possible danger to the
students. So, I asked that it be taken down with hope that it will soon be replaced with a similar, but safer, pep rally venue. It
has been great to be here this summer and I look forward to getting to know all of you in the years to come.”

Choir Camp 2011

Jonathan Rhodes ’10 (l) at Choir Camp

One hundred twenty-four campers and staff from
13 Arkansas cities and 8 other states participated in the
Arkansas Interfaith Conference Choir Camp 2011 at
Subiaco during the week of July 17-23. Instruction in
choral music, hand bells, and art are offered to all campers. Johnathan Rhodes, 2010 Subiaco graduate, served as
a counselor.

Students at the Grand Canyon

Ten Academy students accompanied Subiaco faculty members Roy Goetz and
Gary Kinney on a May 23-31, 2011, trip to the Grand Canyon and points
of interest in Texas, New Mexico & Arizona. The students were: Jameson
Hall, Hayden Hudson, Tyler Schluterman, Banks Brassell, Dylan Ford, John
Dixson, Joseph Hart, Alex Bowman, Logan Kremer and Patrick Nabholtz.

Out with the old–in with the new
The furniture in student rooms
in the Main Building had served well
for many years. Back in the spring the
Academy Board of Trustees decided
it was well past time to upgrade this
furniture. Along with the Foundation
Board they embarked on an ambitious
project to replace the furniture prior
to the start of the 2011-2012 school
year. The cost of the entire project is
just under $107,000, which will replace
54 rooms of furniture at a cost of approximately $1,975 per room. With
the help of some generous supporters
and friends we have raised $89,000;
which includes over $47,000 from
alumni, $9,000 from parents of students and alumni, and $32,000 from
other friends and corporate sources. We
still have $18,000 to go. If you would
like to help us complete this project,
please consider giving a gift online:
http://www.subi.org/Abbey/donate.php.
The new furniture, manufactured by
Savoy & Sons, Inc., a Pennsylvania
company, was installed in the Main
Building rooms in late July. New beds
and new desks are seen in the photo to
the left.

Catholic
School
Principals
Retreat
Thirty-six Catholic
School Principals attended
the Annual Little Rock
Diocesan Principals Retreat
July 27-29 at Subiaco Abbey
and Academy. Presentations by Cackie Upchurch,
Dr. Saundra Kennedy and
Msgr. Richard Oswald were
highlights of the retreat,
together with socials, a scavenger hunt, and vespers with
the monastic community.
Dan Smith ’88, Principal of
Immaculate Heart of Mary
School in North Little Rock,
The new furniture installed in one of the 54 rooms of the
and other principals received
main building
a bottle of Monk Sauce from
Br. Francis, Coury House
Guestmaster.
Two Ft. Smithians, Dr.
Karen Hollenbeck, principal
of St. Boniface School and a member of
the Subiaco Academy Board of Trustees,
and Marna Boltuc, principal of Christ
the King School and mother of Subiaco
Academy junior Joseph Boltuc, are in
the photo below.
Out with the old - Fr. Mark and Austin Schluterman
moving the old furniture out to make room for the new

Wright teaches summer course to area
teachers
On July 20 Subiaco Academy art teacher Bill Wright
provided an in-service session,
Computer Graphics: Producing
Documents that Shine, in the
Subiaco Academy Enhanced
Learning Center. Twenty educators from Booneville, Clarksville,
County Line, Hartford, Lamar,
Lavaca, Mansfield, Mulberry,
Ozark, Ft. Smith, Waldron, and
Subiaco attended. This in-service opportunity for elementary,
middle school, junior high and high school teachers was sponsored by the Western
Arkansas Education Service Cooperative.

Karen Hollenbeck(l) & Marna Boltuc at the
Catholic School Principals Retreat

Camp Subiaco 2011
Ninety-one
campers from ten
states enjoyed the
first session (June 1925, 2011) of Camp
Subiaco. Campers
came from Arkansas, Texas, Alabama,
Kansas, Tennessee,
Oklahoma, Illinois,
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Montana.
Student staff at Camp Subiaco included: (l. to r.)Greg Kelley, Jody
Alumni staffers
Chauvin, Patrick Leavey, Zachary Ruesewald, Derek Pagel
included Director
Pat Franz ’78, Greg
Kelley ’81, Roy Ramspeck ’80, Mike Welch ’70, Joe Darr ’78, Gerhart Thompson ’81, Don Yandell ’58, Candidate Richard Udouj ’79, Ron Kaufman ’65,
Brian Donnelly ’11, Blake Wallis ’11, Fritz Ruesewald ’78, Dan Eckelhoff ’65,
and Br. Adrian ’62. Academy students involved in the first session included Greg
Kelley III, Joe Chanoine, Joe Camacho, Zach Ruesewald, Jacob Myers, Joe Kramer,
and Jody Chauvin. Activities include fishing, swimming, water basketball, tubing,
archery, go-karting, riflery, canoeing, zip line, climbing wall, outdoor games, and
outdoor camping.
The second session (July 26-July 2) of Camp Subiaco had campers from nine
states - Florida, Illinois, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, Tennessee,
Texas, and Arkansas.
Alumni staffers for Week #2 included Pat Franz ’78, Dr. Joe Trachier ’87,
Perry Trachier ’87, Derek Pagel ’11, Dylan Veron ’08, Louis Kapp ’84, Michael
Franz ’08, Tim Franz ’79, Dr. Kevin Baltz ’86, Fr. Leonard ’61, Br. Adrian ’62,
Gerhart Thompson ’81, Ron Kaufman ’65, Bill Schwartz ’63, Steve Schmitz
’91, Br. Michael ’82 and Candidate Richard Udouj ’79.

Live up to the ring
“On this important day we officially
begin the school year and the seniors
receive their rings, signifying their acceptance of leadership,” Abbot Jerome
Kodell, OSB, said in the Sunday, August
21, 2011, homily. Abbot Jerome continued, “Rings are a sign of leadership, or
maturity . . . but the ring doesn’t make
anything happen; the one who wears it
makes it happen or fails to make it happen.” He compared this moment, the
beginning of the senior year, to a hang
glider who needs the “courage to step
off the mountain and into the air . . . so
that he can soar.” Similarly each senior
hopefully will really take off.
The homily concluded with the
admonition for seniors to take their role
seriously, “to live up to the ring.” Abbot
Jerome reminded the seniors, underclassmen, parents, and monks to realize that
Jesus will always be with us during this
exciting time, this new school year.

Quiz Bowl team in Chicago

Headmaster Rob Loia presenting the senior
ring to Daniel Myers.

The Academy Quiz Bowl team members and Coach Larry Perreault travelled to the 2011
National Academy Challenge in Chicago. The Subiaco team competed in six matches June
11-12 at the Sheraton Four Point at O’Hare.

Alumni

Where are they now?
David Vowell ’99, former Trojan
tennis player, and his wife Marcie visited
at the Academy in June. David runs a
photography business in Flowood, MS.
Three former Academy teachers visited various monks on a hot August 3rd.
James Rankin, math teacher and coach,
John Figari ’83, foreign language
teacher, and Benno Schluterman ’53,
former headmaster. Figuri teaches Spanish and French at Verdi Valley School,
a co-educational boarding school in
Arizona.
Steve Goebel ’78, is an infection
control specialist in San Antonio.
Bobby Harris ’93 spent almost 10
years with Clear Channel as the Global
Creative Tech Director, and five-anda-half years with Nike Corporation in
Oregon as the Global Apple Architect.
He recently accepted a new position /
promotion running IT operations for
Cole Haan (a Nike brand) in New York.
Nick Choffel ’03 is flying the
F/A-18 Super Hornet for the Navy in
Virginia Beach, Virginia, and loving
every minute of it.

Jerry Pye ’67 is now in Italy. He
accepted a 3-year position as Family
Advocacy Program Manager, responsible for handling all domestic violence
(spouse & child abuse) for the United
States Army Garrison—Vicenza, Italy.
Steve Susi ’89 has recently volunteered his time to help found a new
company dedicated to screening high
school athletes for cardiac-related illness
called mCORETM (Mobile Cardiac
Overview and Risk Evaluation).
Urban Terbieten ’43, the Traveling
Trojan, sent greetings from Finland and
the Middle East.
Msgr. Thomas Weinzapfel ’39 recently celebrated his 90th birthday and
the 65th anniversary of his ordination.
Peter McLane ’93, a mechanic for
American Airlines in Tulsa, is in the 4th
year of the deaconate training program.
Ryan Cravens ’06 works at Cravens
Abstract and Title Company in Paris
and is an appraiser for Harman Appraisal and Consulting Firm.
Patrick Weigant ’11 became an
Eagle Scout on August 10, 2011.

Brandon Copsy ’05 graduated
with his mechanical engineering degree
from Sacramento State on May 21st. He
also passed his engineer-in-training test,
and secured a job with Altec in Dixon,
CA.
Ben Kidd ’95 is currently working
as a Mechanical Technician for Frenius
Medical Care, a dialysis service provider.
Dr. Gary Clark ’72 now has his
own radio show in addition to hosting
his long-running television show. Gary
was on campus to enroll his son in the
Academy.

Gary Clark and wife Sherrie

Alumni President Ryan Gehrig
The new president of the Subiaco Alumni Association, Ryan Gehrig, comes to the position with a solid background in Subiaco tradition. Ryan graduated in 1991, his brother Jason in 1989, and his father James in 1960. He has also served several terms on the Alumni
Board and serves on the Procurator’s Advisory Committee.
Ryan graduated from Texas A&M University with a Bachelor of Science, Biomedical
Science in 1996 and received his Master of Science, Health Care Administration from Trinity University in 1998. After serving a one-year Administrative Residency with Hillcrest
Health Care System, he became the Chief Operating Officer for Cushing Regional Hospital in Cushing, Oklahoma. He later became the Chief Executive Officer for the Cushing
institution.
In January 2006, he accepted the position of Chief Operating Officer of Wesley Medical Center, a 211-bed hospital, in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. In October 2007, Ryan moved
back to Oklahoma to become the Chief Administrative Officer of Moore Medical Center,
a Division of the Norman Regional Health System. He has since become Vice-President of
Ryan Gehrig
Enterprise Systems with the same hospital.
Ryan and Kristen Lyon were married in June 2002. They have two children, Alyssa 6 and Drew 4 and are expecting a third
child. Ryan and his family are members of St. Mark’s Catholic Church in Norman, Oklahoma.

Day Dog cooks
A group of alumni we will call the
“Day Dog Cooks” have been active this
summer and fall. Using a new grill built
by Danny Eckelhoff ’65 they have
cooked the steaks for this year’s reunion,
and for the football team during preseason two-a-day workouts. They cooked
hamburgers and hotdogs for the tailgate
party before the first game of the season
and for the team after the game. They
prepared steaks for the Reicher High
School football team, from Waco, Texas,
and the Academy Trojans on Thursday
evening before their game on September
16th. The cooking team is made up
of men who over the years have been
responsible for running the “Day Dog
Picnic” held in October. Those cooking
are Brian Weisenfels ’86, Tim Blaschke Leon Schluterman (l) and Junior Schluterman cooking hamburgers and hot dogs, while Fr.
’84, Ron Blaschke ’62, Dan Eckelhoff Richard and others are visiting
’65, Tom Strobel ’79, Gerald Schluterman ’87, Leon Schluterman ’77, Sam
Schluterman ’82, Ryan Schluterman
’99, Junior Schluterman ’87, Don
Berend ’57 and Bobby Forst.

−Attention Alumni−
Have you updated your contact information in the alumni office recently? Check our
web site, www.subi.org to see
the information we currently
have. We especially would
like to have your e-mail address. Send updates & corrections to subiaco@subi.org or
call the Alumni office at:
479-934-1001
Thanks.

Above: Br. Ephrem and Tim Blaschke
Below: At the Tailgate Party

Obituaries
Carl “Hoot” Lueken ’44 passed
away June 29, 2011, in Helena, AR.
Hoot volunteered with the U.
S. Naval Amphibious Forces during
WWII, serving in the Pacific Battle
of Okinawa and China. He attended
Arkansas Tech where he met and married Charlene Hutchison on December
21,1947. They owned and operated a
popular restaurant in Helena named
the In-B-Tween for 20 years. He left
the restaurant business to work for the
Arkansas Employment Security Department and retired in 1991 as manager.
Mr. Lueken joined the American
Legion Post 41 in 1945 and remained
active until his death. He served the
post as commander and was a member
of WWII Survivor’s Club.
He was active in the church serving as a Eucharistic minister and on the
parish council. He was a member of the
Knights of Columbus and served on the
Executive Board for the City of Helena
Parks Commission.
He is survived by his wife Charlene;
three daughters, Patsy Robbins, Becky
Farmer, and Denise Blankenbeker; one
son, Kurt; eight grandchildren; and
three great-grandchildren.
Dr. David Zubalik ’50 died at his
home in Blairsville, PA, on September 10, 2010. After graduating from
Subiaco Dr. Zubalik entered the U. S.
Army and served in the Korean War.
After this tour of duty he enrolled at
Palmer Chiropractic College where he
graduated in 1964.
He was a member of the American
Legion and the American Chiropractic
Society. He loved to travel and fish.
He is survived by his wife of 38
years, Marilyn; his son David; four
daughters, Joyce McGann, Nancy Yarchak, Tama Yarchak Alsippi, and Kathy
Borbonous; a brother, Paul Zubalik
’45; two sisters, Cynthia Denis and Barbara Zubalik; eight grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.

Jerome “Jerry’ Kremers ’42
John Jerome
died in Ft. Smith, AR, July 24,
Thomas Kohler ’56
2011. He and Mr. Leo Jansen
died July 20, 2011, in
co-founded Jansen Appliance,
Subiaco.
which later became Mid-South
John was a reAppliance Parts Co., Inc. Mr.
tired night supervisor
Kremers was also in the comfor Gen-Corp. in Ft.
mercial laundry business as the
Smith. He retired from
Speed Queen laundry equipment
the U.S. Air Force after
distributor for the state of Arkan21 years of service. He
John Kohler
sas and as the owner/operator of
served in Vietnam. John
several Speed Queen laundromats.
was a member of the VFW, Knights of
Jerry was a member of St. Boniface
Columbus, St. Benedict Men’s Society
Parish and an avid St. Louis Cardinals
and a member of St. Benedict Catholic
and Arkansas Razorback fan. He served
Church in Subiaco.
in the U.S. Army during World War II.
He is survived by his wife of 17
He is survived by his wife of 64
years, Lillian Geels Kohler; one son,
years, Mary Jo Sharum Kremers; four
Michael; two sisters, Dorothy Spaw
sons, Don, Mike, Charles ’78 and
and Mary Lynn Rowley; three brothers,
Guy; four daughters, Jo Anne McDonMartinus, Joe and Norbert; and one
ald, Kerry Kremers, Mary Cathey and
granddaughter Dana Backe.
Rosalie Leighton; a brother, Leonard
Edmund “Ed” John Friga ’45 of
Kremers; a sister, Lorene Sharum; 24
New Blaine, AR, passed away on July
grandchildren and 27 great-grandchil11, 2011. Immediately after graduation
dren.
he enter the U.S. Army and served in
Charles Michael Logue ’64 died
World War II.
June 7, 2011, in Holland, Texas. After
He was a partner in Friga Brothgraduation he joined the U. S. Marine
ers Farms and Lumber Business and a
Corps and served in Vietnam where
member of St. Scholastica Church in
he was awarded the Purple Heart. He
New Blaine.
graduated from Arkansas State UniverHe is survived by his two sisters,
sity in 1972.
Evelyn F. Walla and Barbara Friga; and
Mike was active in the Greater
his brother Gregory Friga.
Little Rock Chapter of the Jaycees and
Henry Donald Stone ’51 died in
started 52 new chapters in the state. In
Magazine, AR, on July 3, 2011.
1976 he served as president of the JayHenry was a veteran of the Korean
cees and was named one of the 10 most War as well as the former Mayor of
outstanding men in the state of ArkanMagazine, AR, and a former Justice of
sas, among other numerous awards.
the Peace of Logan County. He was the
He moved to Holland, Texas, where owner and president of Magazine Telehe was active in a number of business
phone Company, 4th Degree Knights
endeavors.
of Columbus and active in Our Lady
He is survived by his wife Barbara;
of the Assumption Catholic Church in
two sons, Michael and Jason; three
Booneville, AR.
daughters, Letitia Logue Wade, Mary
He is survived by his wife of 57
Michele Logue and Kristin Margaret
years, Barbara Kathryn Stone; four sons,
Logue; two sisters, Lynne Logue Dowler Denny, Victor, Chris, and Shawn; three
and Martha Josephine Logue; and two
daughters, Tammy Stone, Deanna Magrandsons, Taylor Lawrence Wade and
hon and Mary Gardner; 18 grandchilCarlson Michael Wade.
dren and nine great-grandchildren.

Development

Development Director’s Message
As we transition from summer into fall we not only have cooler weather for which to be thankful
but, also have an opportunity to reflect on the blessings of those who have gone before us. Traditionally, before we begin the season of Advent, our church offers a special time to remember those who
have died. As written by Fr. Aaron Pirrera, OSB, several years ago; “The importance of praying for
our deceased members is evidenced by the fact that the church offers a plenary indulgence, ‘applicable
to the faithful departed, to all faithful who visit the cemetery with devotion and prayer for the dead’
not only on All Soul’s Day (November 2) but, for a week afterwards.”
The Monks of Subiaco Abbey have two rather distinct ways to remember those monks who have
gone before them. Each evening, during supper, on the evening before the anniversary date of a monk’s death, his life history
is read and reflected on by every living monk present. This practice gives the monastic community an opportunity to not only
know the men who preceded them but, to better understand the present community. Additionally, each year on All Souls Day
the entire monastic community processes to the Abbey cemetery in song and prayer. There in the presence of all their brothers (living and deceased), a litany of all the deceased monks of the Abbey are read and asked their prayers for the community.
Both of these practices are an awesome way to better understand the Catholic teaching of the Communion of Saints as well as
the importance of those who have died.
Again we invite you to join with us in prayer for the deceased members of the monastic community, our alumni, benefactors and friends. We would also like to join you in prayer for your deceased family and friends. Please return the enclosed
form with the names of those you wish for us to remember this year. These forms are then placed on the altar in the Abbey
Church and will remain there throughout the month of November.
I thank you for all that you do. Without your support (both prayerful and financial) we could not continue our mission
or be able to transform peoples’ lives through the work of the Academy, Coury House, parishes and our other ministries. I appreciate you!
God bless,
Steve

Religious Life
Is God Calling?

PRAYER
HOTLINE
Let us join you in praying
for your needs.

The number to call is:

1-800-350-5889
MONKS of

SUBIACO ABBEY
Vocations: 479-934-1047
brfrancis@subi.org

Or you can e-mail
your request to:
prayer@subi.org

George Lensing begins work in Development Office
“Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as done for the Lord and not for your masters,
since you know that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward; you serve the
Lord Christ.” Colossians 3:23-24. Being able to serve God is one of the most fulfilling rewards
in my life, and being able to serve Him through Subiaco Abbey and Academy is over-the-top!
Hello! My name is George Lensing and what a pleasure it is to meet you, but my greatest
pleasure will come when I meet you in person. That day will be here very soon, and I can’t wait!
As the new Charitable Gifts Associate in the Abbey’s and Academy’s Development Office, I am
focused on strengthening our relationship with each of you. I will be corresponding with you
through e-mail, phone, and, my favorite, visiting with you face-to-face. Until that time comes, let
me tell you a little bit about myself.
My roots run very deep here at Subiaco. As an alumnus of Subiaco Academy, graduating in
1995, I am able to appreciate the core values, traditions, and Catholic education the Benedictine
monks have taught me. With my grandfather, George S. Lensing ’31, my great-uncle Abbot
Michael Lensing OSB ’32, my uncle George (General) Lensing ’57, my dad David C. Lensing
George Lensing
’64, my brother David Lensing, Jr. ’99, and many other family members graduating from here,
Subiaco is a second home to me.
God has blessed me with a beautiful family. My wife, Angie, and I have been married 10 years that began right here at
Subiaco. We met at the Performing Arts Center when I was a junior at the Academy while attending a Subi dance. The Lord
had a plan for us, and on July 14, 2001, He brought us together as one at St. Benedict’s Church, Subiaco Abbey. We have a 3
year old daughter, Kylie Faith, and we are expecting another one of God’s miracles on February 14, 2012!
On April 16, 2011, I made my final oblation, and became an Oblate of Subiaco Abbey. Being an oblate brings such joy to
my life, because I am able to go out into the world and do God’s will in conjunction with “The Rule of St. Benedict.” Living
my life by the rule, and in accordance with God, I am able to be the person God has always wanted me to be. People say that
I have great energy, and that I’m very outgoing, with which I do concur, but what people are really seeing is the love of God
pouring out of me, and sharing that love with others, just as God intended. I give all the credit to God.
I must say, what a joy it has been to meet you, but if I tell you everything about me right now, you wouldn’t have a reason
to see me. So I better save the rest for when we meet in person, because, more importantly, I can’t wait to get to know each
and every one of you! See you soon and God bless!

Memorial and honorary funds
When considering a gift to the Abbey or Academy, you may be interested to
know that we have established several funds named in memory (or honor) of some
of the monks of Subiaco. These funds are established with a goal of $100,000 and
set up for a particular purpose. For example, we have a student aid fund set up in
memory of Fr. Herbert Vogelpohl, OSB. (Incidentally, we are about $27,500 away
from our ultimate goal for this fund and are looking for help to reach $100,000).
We also have an Abbey Church maintenance fund in memory of Fr. Paul Hoedebeck, OSB. We established four endowed chairs to stabilize and enhance the Academy’s ability to continue attracting outstanding faculty for educating our young
men. The chairs are named for Fr. Hugh Assenmacher, Br. Ephrem O’Bryan, Fr.
Robert Lazzari and Abbot Jerome Kodell.
A gift to any of these funds is a great way to remember a particular monk who
may have helped you in some way. If you would like to make a donation to these
or other existing funds or create a new one, contact Steve Wilmes, Director of Development at 479-934-1027 or swilmes@subi.org.

If anyone is interested in
hosting a gathering of alumni
and supporters at your home or
elsewhere, please feel free to contact me via my cell phone (479)
438-3360, office (479) 934-1001,
or e-mail glensing@subi.org
Having Subiaco come to you is
a great way for everyone in your
area to socialize with the monks,
faculty, and staff of this wonderful institution!

Holiday gift ideas from Subiaco Abbey
As the summer heat finally begins to fade and we turn our
thoughts to the crisp autumn mornings, we begin to realize
that the holidays will be upon us before we know it. Subiaco
Abbey offers an opportunity to purchase a variety of gifts for
those quickly approaching holidays.
Our famous Abbey Brittle and Monk Sauce will once
again be available for purchase in our gift shop or online at
http://www.subi.org/Abbey/sauce.htm. We offer a 1.25 pound
tin of peanut brittle at a cost $15 each. Shipping and handling
costs will remain at $7.00 per tin for all domestic shipping.
International shipping is available (call our development office
for instructions and amounts).
The 5oz bottle of Habanero pepper sauce is available in
red or green for $8 each (which incudes shipping) if ordering
1-3 bottles. A special rate of $4 per bottle applies if ordering 4
to 12 bottles shipped to the same address plus shipping costs
of $12.
New this year will be the Abbey Gift Pack which includes 1 tin of peanut brittle and 1 bottle of Monk Sauce (your choice
of colors as supplies allow). The cost of the pack is $27.00 each and includes shipping & handling.
We welcome multiple orders and are ready to help with any questions you may have. Please feel free to contact us at 479934-1001 or by e-mail at subiaco@subi.org.

Another great gift giving idea is our Subiaco Abbey Landscape print. The painting, by John Bell, Jr. of Fort Smith, AR, is
vibrant in color and includes the Abbey as it was in the 1930s and as it remains today.
We are now offering limited edition prints, each signed and numbered (up to 500). The prints measure 22” wide by 15”
tall.
The print cost is $250.00 plus $5.00 shipping and handling. All proceeds from the sale of the prints will be placed in an
endowment for our elder monks.
To purchase a print, you may call our development office at 479-934-1001.
Personal checks or Visa, Mastercard or Discover accepted.
					
To order by mail, complete the form below and mail to:
					
Subiaco Abbey Development Office
					
405 N Subiaco Ave
					
Subiaco, AR 72865
						
Please mail my print to:
Name_______________________________________

copy

		

Street_______________________________________

							

City____________________ ST_______ Zip_______

						

Phone_______________________________________

						
Scan of the original oil which hangs in the Coury House
at Subiaco Abbey

To purchase online go to www.subi.org and click on John Bell Painting.

Coury House announcements
OPEN RETREATS TO CONSIDER
October 7-9, 2011
November 11-13, 2011
Dec 31-Jan 1, 2012
February 24-26, 2012
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Charismatic Retreat led by Sr. Patricia Ste. Marie SSMN
Women’s Retreat (Director TBA)
24 hr. New Year’s Eve of Recollection with the Monks
Men’s Retreat led by Fr. Nicholas Fuhrmann, OSB
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