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“A Time to Tear Down, and a Time to Build”
by Fr. Mark Stengel and contributors
In a living organism, the interplay between cytogenesis and cytolysis (cell growth and cell destruction) is
self-regulating and constant. In a mature organism, there
is no apparent change, although every cell is broken down
and replaced regularly. A conscious organism extends its
dominion over inorganic materials, arranging them to
serve the needs of shelter, education, transportation, entertainment, and worship. These artifacts—these buildings of our institutions—have no automatic recycling
and rebuilding mechanism. Yet we know that they begin
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up. That is why a large institution such as Subiaco Abbey/Academy is in a constant state of repair and renovation. Anything just “left alone” rapidly becomes shabby. Degradation occurs naturally; renovation requires a choice, a plan,
a new infusion of energy and will, and the finances to make it happen. Subiaco is blessed with practical and visionary people,
workers with energy and will, and backers with financial resources. Thus the physical plant may not change drastically on the
outside, but within the walls, there is constant change: the automatic degradation and the planned renewal. Past months have
seen several important renewal projects which are reversing the natural processes of “getting old.”
Athletic Director Tim Tencleve proudly describes the improvements in his domain: “The facilities of the athletic department were built in the mid-sixties and pretty much stayed the same until this year. Thanks to generous alumni, led by Pat
and Vicki Wardlaw, the football stadium now has a new lighting and sound system, and new restroom and concession facilities, which are much more functional and attractive. The entrance to the whole complex features a new metal fence with an
entrance arch and sign recognizing the life-long dedication to Subiaco by Coach Reynold P. Maus. The gym also has a new
sound system, a new film room, and an additional dressing room, which will enable Subiaco to host tournaments. Subiaco
students will enjoy these new facilities for many years.”
Dean and Activities Director Michael O’Brien tells about the ongoing renovation of Heard Hall: “The entire project
began with new windows being installed during the winter. Now the first step of the interior remodeling is the removal of all
the attached fixtures—desks, shelves, closets, drawers and vanities. The walls will then be repaired and new electrical outlets installed. Floor tile and wall painting comes next, before installation of new furniture. The furniture by Savoy was recommended by Princeton and other institutions. A representative of Savoy even had business manager Glenn Constantino stand inside
an open drawer to show its strength even when “full.” The new, larger beds will have four drawers underneath. The navy blue
desk chairs have an upright and a semi-reclining position for reading. The lobby will also receive new tile and furniture. All
these updates will allow the entire dorm to have a more fresh and welcoming feel, as Heard Hall is so often the gathering place

for students, parents, and visitors. The project shows the Academy’s determination to provide students comfortable housing
and also to remain just as competitive in the boarding school market as when Heard Hall opened in the 1960s as a top-of-theline dormitory.”
Turning now to the monastery side, the construction of a new tailor shop is almost complete. This shop is located east
of the smokestack of the power plant, and above the bakery/peanut brittle factory. Three small rooms were gutted to provide
the space. These 105-year-old rooms had formerly been monks’ living quarters, but had been abandoned since the 1950s, and
had become catch-all storage and junk rooms. Brother José Rios, newly-trained monastery tailor, had been operating out of a
borrowed room in the fourth floor Juniorate area. Now he is anxiously waiting to move into his new workplace, with its bright
lighting, clean new paint, red tile, and a heavy duty air conditioner. Br. José says:
“I wasn’t expecting such a wonderful result. Mr. Sam Little and the maintenance department worked a miracle in converting those three storerooms into a professional looking tailor shop. Thank you.”
The most visible of all these improvements is the replacement of a hay
barn. Readers will recall the story last fall about a bull getting onto a barn
roof. This is the barn that has been demolished. With a laugh, Brother Tobias said that it was not the weight of the bull that brought the barn down,
but the weight of 80 years of service. Built in 1923 to store hay and grain for
the attached dairy barn, the old structure was all wood. The new barn to be
completed by the end of April is all steel with a metal roof. After demolition
of the old barn, many truckloads of the soft, wet underlying soil were removed and replaced with 2756 cubic yards of gravelly clay, which was then
compacted into a solid raised pad. The new barn will hold 500 large round
bales of hay, and will provide storage space for farm vehicles and equipment.
The old garage for farm equipment is in imminent danger of collapse, held
on its foundation only by the grace of God and a cable around a nearby tree. New Concession Stand/Restroom facility at the
Football Stadium
The Camp Subiaco boats will also be stored in the new facility.
The words of Headmaster Mike Berry summarize all this bustle of
renewal: “Subiaco is an unbelievable place and the support that we receive that allows us to make improvements is overwhelming. It is a collective effort. With the help of the alumni, the monastic community, and many others, there is nothing we can’t
do.”

Prosperity Theology
Except for the first centuries of the Church, there has not been much creativity in the making
of Christian heresies. Usually a new erroneous teaching is a repetition or variation of a heresy from
earlier days. Most heresies revolve around the triune God, the divine and human natures of Jesus,
the nature of the Church, and the action of grace in the life of the believer.
Heresy is a serious issue, but most heretics are innocent. I mean that in the Church’s division
of heresy into formal (purposely holding falsehood) and material (accidentally holding falsehood),
rarely is anyone in the first category. To be a formal heretic, you have to be guilty of “obstinate postbaptismal denial” (Catechism, 2089) of a truth of the faith. That is very rare. Most of our errors are
a matter of not paying attention. When we have a hard time seeing how Jesus could make some of
the same mistakes growing up that we made, for example, we don’t mean to deny that he is fully human.
A teaching is gaining ground today which may be that rarity, a new Christian heresy. In this case, economic conditions
had to be just right for it to happen. I refer to what is being called the “prosperity gospel” or “prosperity theology,” a teaching
that the way to be rich is to be good. It is even broader than that, proposing that a faithful Christian will be healthy as well as
wealthy.
You might expect such a teaching to be dismissed with a laugh, since everyone can see there is no correlation between
being good and being rich and healthy. Some of the holiest people in the world are poor, and some of the most evil are rich.
Cancer wards are filled with both the good and the bad. Only in the affluent West could the prosperity gospel have a hearing.
Try to preach it to faithful Christians in Darfur or Iraq.
More amazing is how a doctrine can be called Christian which goes directly against the teaching of Jesus. Jesus said anyone
who wants to be his follower must deny himself and take up the cross (Mk 8:34). He said “Woe to you who are rich” (Lk
6:24) and that it was easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom (Mt
19:24). He told the rich young man to sell what he had and give it to the poor; “Then come, follow me” (Mk 10:21).

Prosperity theology can be persuasive because its proponents avoid this stream
of texts and concentrate on other texts which are more ambiguous. A favorite
“Jesus himself said riches
passage is “I have come that they may have life and have it more abundantly” (Jn
are dangerous...since they
10:10). Jesus’ words are taken to mean that the abundant life he wants for us is
can deceive us into thinkto be well off in this world, but everything in the context of John’s Gospel and the
New Testament tells us that this is just what he doesn’t promise us. “Abundant life”
ing we are independent and
is a gift not of this world and is far beyond anything in this world.
in control of our own lives.
That being said, there is nothing wrong with being wealthy. It is the love of
Then they deprive us of the
money, not money itself, that is “the root of all evils”(1 Tim 6:l0). We should be
abundant life.”
thankful for riches and use them responsibly and wisely in service of God and one
another. But Jesus himself said riches are dangerous (whatever they are: money,
property, good health, intellectual ability, athletic ability) since they can deceive us
into thinking we are independent and in control of our own lives. Then they deprive us of the abundant life.
Most heretics are innocent, but the error they teach can be very harmful, both to themselves and to the people who assimilate their teaching. When a dedicated moral and spiritual life is not rewarded with worldly riches and earthly happiness,
as this teaching promises, or if instead disaster strikes, the result may be disillusionment and a sense of divine betrayal. It can
lead even to a rejection of the Christian faith. Meanwhile, the real promise is lost, the spiritual abundance we might receive by
binding our sufferings to the cross.
Jesus did not promise that we would have worldly riches, nor did he promise that we wouldn’t. He did promise that those
who follow him faithfully will have eternal life, and he told us that to follow him faithfully we must take up the cross.
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Abbey Journal

by Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB

January
Brother Louis began the New Year by going out to deal with the fallen part of an oak tree below the football field. Several
limbs held the fallen part of the trunk precariously in the air, and Louie carefully cut away the supports. But not carefully
enough! The snag shifted, rolled, and pinned Louie to the ground. Luckily, Mr. Tim Tencleve, Athletic Director, was working
nearby and came to the rescue. After extricating Br. Louis, Tim called the Health Center to tell them that Br. Louis would be
arriving. Nurse Rose Schneider and helpers were waiting with a gurney, and were amazed when Louie came driving up to the
door on his own. After all, Louie explained, he only had a broken ankle and a badly bruised shoulder. Nurse Rose just shakes
her head at such behaviors. As a sequel, she informed Brother that he should not be driving anymore by himself, to which
Louie retorted, “Are you going to go with me?”
Another tree story: On January 8, Abbot Jerome posted a sad note. The “Coury Oak,” a misshapen but
stalwart survivor, featured in the Coury House logo, which has graced and shaded the concrete in front of
Coury House for 45 years, is sick, perhaps unto death. A forester’s inspection yielded a diagnosis of heart rot.
He recommended the amputation of some massive limbs to relieve the pressure on the weakened trunk. If the
rot had progressed into the limbs, then the whole tree was in danger of collapse. Surgery was performed in
February, revealing sound limbs. Now the Coury Oak still stands, alive but skeletal, like some weird modernistic sculpture. Hopefully new limbs will sprout, and leaves will cover the gaping wounds. Personally, since this is a tree and
not a person, I think that euthanasia might have been the better option.
The winter had been quite mild until mid-January, when a weekend of heavy rain and near-freezing temperatures set the
stage for five weeks of “real winter weather.” The Black Angus cattle shrug off such weather, except for the newborn calves.
They come from a secure and warm environment into a world of cold wet mud. Our farmers had quite a sick bay for a time
and spent much time dispensing medications, changing bedding, and bottle feeding colicky babies. Brother Tobias and Mr.
Geels have excellent bedside manners, and they managed to save all their patients, at least through that first blast of terrible
weather.

Inexplicably, the Academy calendar had no break of any sort for the twelve-week period between Christmas and Easter.
But the Lord saw the plight of the students and teachers in their bondage, and came down to the rescue. January 31st was
“Pilgrimage Day,” an observance begun last year as part of Catholic Schools Week. The entire student body and staff traveled
to St. Boniface Church in Fort Smith where the Subiaco students spent some time in the grade school classrooms of St. Boniface School, celebrated Mass as a combined community, ate at Golden Corral, and then went bowling at Midland Bowl, which
had been rented out for a two-hour slot. It began snowing just after arrival at the bowling lanes. An hour later, the decision
was made to head for home. The return trip took well over two hours, through swirling snow and snarled traffic. Everyone
did manage to get home, and then stayed home the next day, Thursday. Classes resumed on Friday at 10:00. Thus the mercy
of God intervened to provide a much-needed break.

February
Novice Greg Boland made his first profession of vows during Vespers on Candlemas Day. He became Brother Patrick, choosing a name only recently available,
and a name which conjures up memories of Br. Patrick Hogan, who died in 2004.
With the bad weather, and the distance to his home (Pennsylvania), Br. Patrick did
not have family to attend his profession. However, the Knights of Columbus were
here on retreat, and began their retreat with a spirited party in Patrick’s honor, so
there was great rejoicing in the house.
Eleven monks crowded into the Health Center van on February 9 for the trip
to St. Scholastica, to celebrate with the Sisters on the eve of their patroness. The
van’s primary purpose is the secure transport of wheelchair patients, and not passenger comfort. However, much banter on the way to and from hastened the trip.
KC Mark Scouten congratulating Br. Patrick
There are few occasions when that many monks are together in close quarters for
that length of time. I believe we are good for a longer road trip. The happy hour following Vespers with the Sisters was really
almost an hour, unlike the 20-minute “hours” we are used to at home.
In mid-February, the Wellness Program began providing information about the calorie content of various foods on the
food serving line. Some amazing—and contested—numbers were posted, such as the 700 calories for a BLT. How many slices
of bacon do they expect you to put on a sandwich? Chicken cordon bleu got the highest numbers—790 calories for a modest
serving! The postings made for lively talk at lunch (the one “talking” meal of the day), and maybe even to revised selections.
A veggie tray also showed up on the serving line, with an assortment of raw vegetables. This is a very popular addition to the
fare. One can load up a plate and feel virtuous about it!
On Mardi Gras, Brother Mel cooked Cajun gumbo, boudin, king cake, and
other goodies for a group of students. This dinner had been won in an auction by
the mother of Academy sophomore Cooper White at last year’s carnival. Brother
Mel really looked the part of a French Quarter chef, and the lounge was decorated
with masks, beads, and streamers.
Last Fall, Arkansas voters overwhelmingly approved a ballot initiative allowing
charitable gambling, such as bingo and raffles, so we thought that we were all set for
the Academy Carnival this year, scheduled for mid-March. “The law grinds slowly”
they say, and sure enough, the enabling legislation for the ballot initiative will not
take effect until June. So the Carnival was cancelled for this year. It’s just too much
work to do it with one’s hands tied.

March

Br. Mel & Dylan Veron at Mardi Gras

The extended cold weather of February had kept everything completely dormant, but life must have been gathering force
to break free. With the first warm days, spring came on in a rush. On March 10, winter still held sway. Ten days later, as
spring officially began, things were green and blooming, birds nesting, gardeners planting. The drier weather allowed rapid
progress on the new barn being built north of the old dairy barn. The “raw water” lines were re-charged on March 9. Two
days later, water was standing, then flowing through the Abbey cemetery. One of the hydrants had been left open above the
cemetery. Located in a covered, in-the-ground box, the open line was not discovered until the standing pools appeared at the
base of the cemetery. Oh well, the line probably needed flushing, and right now we don’t have to worry about wasting water.
The abbey lakes have been steadily running over the spillway since December 2.

Abbot Jerome, along with Bill Wright and Br. James Casey, Academy art teachers, constructed a large walnut Benedictine
cross, with the words “Suscipe me, Domine.” It now graces the landing between the first and second floor of the main stairwell
in the Academy. Abbot Jerome relaxes by working in the carpenter shop. He repairs chairs, replaces handles, makes bookshelves, produces our coffins, and also turns out exquisite segmented bowls, and now this beautiful cross. Suscipe eum, Domine.
Breakfast in the monastery is normally a quiet affair. Monks were startled on March 17 when an appalling specter in a
bright green “fright wig,” wearing multiple plastic shamrocks, entered the monastic refectory and dispensed medicines to Fr.
Harold and Fr. Paul. Normally Juanita Martin does this, but some alien took her place on the feast of St. Patrick.
That afternoon, Mr. Reinold, who manages the Abbey timber, arranged for a controlled burn in the Abbey forest between
first and second ridge, south and east of the lakes. It had rained two-thirds of an inch the day before, so the “burn” was not
very successful. Many monks went out to help supervise. Br. Joseph Koehler was discussing with Fr. Hugh the too-damp conditions, when he innocently said to Fr. Hugh, “Say, I’ve got something here to show you,” and hauled a zip-lock bag from the
pickup seat across his body to the window, and into Fr. Hugh’s face. The bag contained a dead snake which one of the foresters
had asked Br. Joe to identify for him. Fr. Hugh’s response was very successful!! He just doesn’t “do” snakes very well.
St. Patrick’s Day featured an Irish dinner in the Fieldhouse for the students and the parents here for Parents Weekend. The
choir sang, the band played, and the final act was a magic show. I guess I am too naïve, but I can never figure out any of their
tricks. I just suspend all logic and rationality and enjoy, like the little kids in the front row who went completely “bananas” at
the show.
The next day, at the Sunday Liturgy, an Academy student was baptized, another was received into the Catholic Church.
Then these two and 11 other students were confirmed, and the first two also made their First Holy Communion. We have had
students baptized and enter the Church with some regularity in recent years. Young people today seem more open to God’s
grace, and maybe, just maybe, we are being better instruments of God’s grace.
The students left after morning classes on March 31. Dare one speak or sing a verboten “Alleluia” one week early? The
final two weeks of March had been unsettled and threatening, though little rain and no storms actually came. Finally on the
last day of the month, the weather cleared, giving way to beautiful clear skies and c. 80º temps.

In Memoriam: Frater Innocent Olles, OSB 1885-1907
Editor’s Note: June 1, 2007, will mark the 100th anniversary of the death of Frater Innocent Olles. The death of this promising young monk was a heavy blow to the community which had lost its Prior, Father Gall, several years earlier in a drowning accident.
At the same time, the community was inspired and heartened by the courage and faith of Frater Innocent. Having come to Subiaco as
a boy of seven, he spent the remaining 14 years of his life at Subiaco as a student and monk. His classmate Frater Paul Nahlen (later
Abbot Paul) wrote a lengthy obituary, which reveals the affection and esteem of the community for their confrere. Portions of this
obituary follow:
Frater Innocent was born in Dixie, Arkansas, on February 16, 1885. He was the fifth of eight children, seven sons and one
daughter. At baptism he received the name of the great apostle of the Germans, Boniface. When he was only a boy of seven
his parents saw his promise and sent him to school at Subiaco. On a cold winter evening, December 11, 1892, a small group
of excited young students arrived at old St. Benedict, now Subiaco. Among them were our “Bonny,” as his fellow students
named him and one of his older brothers. Bonny remained at Subiaco from then on. After completing his studies in 1902, he
made his decision to become a Benedictine and entered the novitiate of the monastery.
On November 11, 1903, he and his class made their first vows before God and the heavenly host and the assembled community. Boniface was given the name Innocent, a fitting name for one who had turned his back on the world at the age of
seven and determined to dedicate himself to the service of God as a monk.
During the three years before solemn profession, Frater Innocent had bouts of fever off and on. His condition was not
serious, but there were some doubts about his health. Various treatments and changes of climate seemed to help, but by February of 1906, the fever had returned. On April 5, 1906, when his classmates were being ordained deacons, Frater Innocent
was already confined to his sickbed, which he was never going to leave. Instead of an ordination on earth he would receive in
heaven the crown of the blessed from One higher than a Bishop.
On May 6, one of the Sisters of St. Vincent’s Infirmary (now St. Vincent’s Infirmary Medical Center in Little Rock) wrote
to the Abbot: “The situation of dear Frater Innocent hasn’t improved; he is suffering continually. Daily he grows thinner
and weaker, but his patience and endurance are truly admirable.” In a letter of May 14, she said: “The end is coming nearer.
How terribly he suffers! And he accepts it all with such edifying patience! We all feel that we are at the bed of a dying saint,
who will bring us much grace and blessing.” It is comforting to know that our brother was relieved of his suffering on the first

day of the month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Surely the
Savior’s loving Heart, toward which Frater had a deep devotion, took him on this day so that he would be able to rest
at the Savior’s side.
At the request of his parents, the funeral and burial took
place at his home parish of Dixie. Frater Innocent was buried under a plot of ground on which he had often walked
and played, without anticipating that it would be the place
of his grave. He rests beside the church, very near the
altar of St. Joseph. It is a great consolation to his parents
and family to have his grave so near their home, for, as his
mother said: “Even if he is gone, at least I can visit his grave
every day and pray for him and to him.”
For his comrades in the clericate the loss of their brother is very heavy. He was the liveliest and happiest of us, and
very talented. He was the songbird among the crows. He
was also a man of practical skills. People took their watches
and clocks to him for repair. He was not only talented in
living well, but, as we have now seen, he also had the gift of
dying well. May he rest in peace.

St. Boniface Church in New Dixie, AR, where Frater Innocent is buried.
An arrow marks the cross above the tomb stone [inset] beside the church.

Being mediocre—or not!
A penitent recently expressed the sense, and the frustration, of living a “mediocre life.”
This person is faithful to duty, regular in prayer, kind to neighbors, and actively works for justice and peace. Yet there is the nagging sense that there should be “something more”—some more
deeply-felt union with God, more fervent zeal in good works, perhaps a call to greater heroism of
some sort. I empathized, having myself asked for prayer during a recent retreat for a greater contentment with my simple, undramatic ministry. There is nothing very intense, sacrificial, or heroic about
the work and prayer that I do each day. On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, we heard St. Paul express his
yearning to be centered in one grand pursuit: “Just one thing: forgetting what lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue my quest, the prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ
Jesus.” (Phil 3:14) The noble quest which demands everything and to which everything is gladly
given—our spirit thrills at such a prospect, and anything less often feels “mediocre.”
My response in the confessional (hopefully guided by the Holy Spirit) was the counsel to stick with those daily tasks of
prayer and work, and let God be the judge about the worth of it all. Mother Teresa’s maxim “Do something beautiful for God”
led her to see and serve God in the dying poor, something of little pragmatic value. Mary of Bethany made the dramatic gesture, “wasting” the costly perfume on Jesus’ feet. Her action, definitely not “mediocre,” was accepted by Jesus. Who is to say
which action was/is the more valuable?
The Last Judgment scene (Mt 25) equates the two. At the last judgment, all those ordinary things, service done simply out
of duty, turn out to have been God’s upward call after all. Adapting God’s words to Peter in his vision at Joppa (Acts 10:1115): God lets down before us a mixed bag of mostly ordinary, repetitious, “mediocre” tasks, duties, possibilities and says, “Take
some of these and carry them out.” And we might respond:
“Oh no, Lord. I want to do something grand and glorious for you.” And God’s word is: “You are not to call mediocre,
what God has declared heroic.”

Academy

CASA invites area schools in to visit Subiaco world
Cultural Awareness Club at Subiaco (CASA) held its annual cultural presentation for the student body and also for students from St. Joseph, Paris, Scranton, Magazine and County Line from 9:30 to 11:30 on Wednesday, March 28. Fourteen
states were represented by students who live there.
A musical section led by Dr. Sharon Kenney taught songs in English, Italian, Spanish, Chinese and Korean, promoting
the theme of the international program.
In the foreign language section, international students led by Reagan Ryu (10) taught visitors some basic conversational
phrases in French, Chinese, Korean and Latvian.
“The music and language sessions have been a wonderful addition to our program. Learning to say ‘hello’ to our international students in their own language is just a small sign of respect we can offer them,” said Mrs. Chandra Rush, sponsor
of the CASA club. ”I am sure they enjoy hearing us struggle with their language, kind of as an acknowledgement of the years
they have spent trying to master their English
skills.”
The main event was the international
presentation with seven foreign countries and
the African-American culture. International
students showed the unique cultures to participants through PowerPoint illustrations.
The display of these eight cultures was
set up in the Gallery of the Performing Art
Center.
The CASA presentations expose participants to distinct cultures from Asia, South
America, and Africa. The event prepares them
for the globalization of the world.
The program also brings both contributors and visitors closer to each home country
and state, and provides a chance to appreciate
and celebrate diversity.
Academy students viewing CASA exhibit in the gallery of Centenary Hall

Fernando Jimenez (l) & Simon Cortez (r) explaining Mexican culture to youngsters from area schools

Fifth annual Literary Symposium held
Arkansas News Editor for the Associated Press Kelly P. Kissel was presented the 2007 Subiaco Award for Literary Merit at
the Fifth Annual Subiaco Literary Symposium, March 22.
Mr. Kissel provided a writing workshop during the morning session for selected students and in the afternoon delivered his
address, “Gatekeeping 101,’’ about the roles of traditional journalism and current trends in “citizen journalism.’’
In the workshop, students learned several journalistic tools: to distinguish fact from opinion, to avoid redundancies in
writing, and to use active, strong verbs.
As part of the symposium, the Academy sponsored a writing contest for its students. This year, in keeping with the field of
expertise of Mr. Kissel, the students wrote feature stories
on topics of interest to the Abbey or to the Academy. The
winning feature article “Traditions” was written by Gary
Nelson, a freshman from Spring, Texas. Second place went
to Chris Trachier, a freshman from Frisco, Texas, and third
to Harrison Kim, a junior from Daejeon, Korea.
Nelson said, “When they started reading my story,
I didn’t recognize it at first because I wasn’t expecting to
win. When I did, I was very excited and surprised.”
Kissel joined the AP in New Orleans in 1984 and
held posts in Mississippi, West Virginia and Pennsylvania
before returning to the South.
Kissel has been the Arkansas news editor for The Associated Press since 1994, joining the Little Rock bureau Associated Press editor Kelly Kissel presented a workshop to students
interested in the field of journalism.
to supervise the state’s AP news report and help direct
local coverage.

Die Bunkerstube updates
Long-awaited renovations have begun on Die Bunkerstube. Students Buck Butler (11), John Zagurski (12), Ian McKee (10) and Seth Buckman (11) rummaged
through years of leftover and broken Bunkerstube equipment.
A 50” plasma high definition television has been installed within a custommade wood case. An exterior door was also installed.
A newly-donated pool table required the opening up of an old shower room.
Part of this area will
also be revamped into
an arcade room. A
new oven and the
installation of an air
conditioning unit will
soon follow.
An anonymous
donation from an
alumnus and his wife
has allowed Die Bunkerstube to begin these
renovations.

Buck Butler (11) above cleans out the kitchen
area of Die Bunkerstube.
At left, John Zagurski (12) and Butler try out
the donated pool table in the expanded area of
Die Bunkerstube.

Parents Weekend celebrates St. Patrick’s Day
The recent change in Arkansas Charitable Bingo & Raffle laws that effectively
postponed the Annual Academy Carnival
for one year certainly did not postpone
the fun and entertainment students and
parents have grown accustomed to during
Spring Parents Weekend each year.
Students and their families were all invited to the Green Room of the Fr. Louis Fieldhouse for an evening of music, food,
blarney and fellowship to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, March 17.
The evening began with a special meal of chicken tetrazzini, green beans, ceasar salad, pizza, and croissants. Guests were
seated at tables adorned with glittering shamrocks and “Erin Go Bragh” flags (roughly, “Ireland Forever”).
During dinner, guests were treated to the musical talents of Cross Tie Walkers. Following were performances by the
Subiaco Academy Choir and SubiTones and the Academy Jazz Ensemble, which earned a standing ovation from an appreciative crowd.
The over 300 guests were then treated to the evening’s finale, the magic of the Amazing Randall Eller with guest Eddie
Magic. Including comedic dialogue and a guillotine, which Andy Chen (‘09) bravely placed his head inside, the hour-long
magic show was a delight for the younger brothers and sisters visiting up through the impressed grandparents in attendance.
According to Residential Dean and Activities Director Michael O’Brien, “The hope for the weekend was to provide the
fun, wholesome time together that our families have grown used to from the Carnival. Our faculty, who hosted the event, allowed all of our guests to relax and have a good time while seeing their sons and getting to know and talk with other families.”

Season of competitive events for Academy students
Academy students have been busy with competitions.
Twenty-two math students competed in the regional math contest at the University of the Ozarks in Clarksville Feb. 24.
Seven of the 15 awards were given out to Subiaco students. Danny White (9) placed first in Algebra I; Reagan Ryu (10)
and Andy Chen (10) placed first and second in Algebra II respectively; Matthew Sharum (11) came in second in pre-calculus;
and Sean Lee (11), Soo Min Lee (11), and Sak Lee (11) placed first through third
respectively in calculus.
These math students are now eligible to attend the state math contest held at
University of Central Arkansas in Conway April 28.
Art students brought home the gold at the CenturyTel High School competition in Russellville in March.
Sung Jun Park (12) received Best in Show and $75 for his pencil drawing
entitled “Desk Still Life.”
Chris Gattis (12) placed second for his collage entitled “Heart of a Lion” and
Jacob Didion (10) won third with his untitled pen and ink drawing.
Don Goetz (12) received Honorable Mention for his “Green Bowl.”
The Quiz Bowl team placed third in the 4AAAA Southwest Regional Quiz
Bowl Tournament held in Nashville, AR.
Twelve students competed in an economics competition in Little Rock March
13 at the Clinton Presidential Library.
Four freshmen competed at the beginning level: Gary Nelson, Stephen Liuzza,
Chris Trachier and Alex Pan.
Two teams were fielded for the advanced competition: Team 1 with Chris Gat- Sung Jun Park (12) received Best in Show for
tis, Paul Green, Ho Jun Hwang and Dale Moore, and Team 2 with Will Kluem“Desk Still Life.”
pers, Bruce Irico, Sean Lee and Soo Min Lee.

Alumni

Danny Saleh voted Distinguished Alumnus

by Don Berend
The Board of Directors of the Alumni Association has voted to give its Distinguished Alumnus Award to Danny Saleh of
the class of 1973.
When Danny Saleh left Subiaco he had no idea where life was taking him, but he thought it would have something to do
with art. He started college at Tyler Jr. College majoring in art, particularly pottery.
Danny’s father had been in the wholesale candy and cigarette business in Tyler for many years and in 1975 he approached
Danny and said, “Son if you are interested in this business I will build a new warehouse and we can grow this business, but if
you’re not interested I plan to let this business coast.” By this time Danny had a girlfriend who later became his wife, so he had
two serious choices. He knew he wanted a wife and family and he also knew that it was very difficult to support a family as a
potter. Danny switched to East Texas State University and earned a BBA degree and joined his dad in the family business. In
1979 he and Denise were married.
The business grew and soon the new warehouse that looked so big when they first moved into it had to be expanded to
handle their growing business.
During the late 1990s, Danny began to work with Habitat for Humanity when someone gave him a copy of “Half Time”
subtitled “Changing your game plan from success to significant,” by Bob Buford. It changed his whole outlook on life. He
looked over his financial situation, his two sons were just entering their teen years, and he felt he had accumulated enough to
take care of his family.
In 1998 he approached his father about selling the business. His father’s health had begun to decline and he was ready to
retire and so the decision was made to put the business on the market. Once the sale had
been finalized, Danny began a whole new life.
He began to build homes for the poor on a full time basis. He traveled around the
world building and was construction manager in Tyler and served on the board for seven
years.
Then he became involved with Mercy Ships and volunteered on their ships while
docked at various locations. Though not a part of a religious denomination, the organization’s activities are centered on Christ. Danny has worked on schools, churches, providing
water systems, and the list goes on.
Danny says, “I am thankful God has given me the ability, health and means to volunteer, and that my family understands and gives me their blessing to go and serve from time
to time. Helping those in need has been more rewarding than I could have ever imagined. I
stay excited about what God has planned for me next!”
Danny Saleh

William Wofford assumes command of Arkansas N. G.
On March 3, 2007, William Wofford ‘67 assumed the command of the Arkansas
National Guard in ceremonies at Camp Robinson in North Little Rock. He follows a
line of Adjutants General dating back to 1819 when Arkansas was still a territory.
He was born in Clarksville and attended Arkansas Tech after graduating from
Subiaco. He graduated from Tech with a degree in mathematics and a second lieutenant’s commission in the U. S. Army.
He went to Field Artillery School at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and served on active
duty with the 82nd Airborne Division and the 1st Armored Division until he returned
to Arkansas and joined the Arkansas National Guard in 1975. During his time with
the Guard he has held a number of command positions, the last before his promotion
being Deputy Commander, State Area Command, Arkansas Army National Guard.
General Wofford has received numerous awards and decorations including the
Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, and the Meritorious Service Medal with three
Oak Clusters.
He lives in Conway, Arkansas, with his wife Jan and their two children, William
and Stephen.

General William Wofford

Where are they now?
Jeremy Allen ‘94 is living in Honolulu, HA, with his wife Mia. They have a 3 year old son named after Fr. Gregory. Jeremy is working in the construction and landscaping business.
Since retiring from the military, Jack Stallings ‘77 has made his home in Hainburg, Germany, where he is in the security
contractor business.
Drew Daniel ‘76 was featured in the Outdoor Section of the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, January 4, 2007, issue. The
headline reads “Daniel makes a name for himself in fishing tackle” and claims that “he is known for subsidizing his fishing
fever in any way possible.”
John Lennon Robertson ‘87 is working for CBS News in Austin, TX. It has taken him some time getting used to the 3
a.m. rising but he is enjoying the work. He also has been a musician for 15 years. His band “Confuzatron” (pronounced Confuse-uh-tron) is currently recording what they are calling their first REAL album.
Ed Schad ‘97 is a curatorial assistant at the Broad Art Foundation in Santa Monica, CA. After completing a BA in Psychology at the University of Dallas, he worked as a missionary in Kenya for one year. Returning to the U.S. and moving to
Chicago, he worked as a curatorial intern at the Museum of Contemporary Art and has presented papers at conferences at the
University of Oregon and in San Diego.
On February 5, 2007, Jay Bradford ‘58 was named Director of the Division of Behavioral Health Services at the State
Department of Health and Human Services by Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe. Jay spent 24 years in the state legislature and
has been a tireless advocate on health issues.
Tom Vogler ‘77 and his father Buddy Vogler ‘47 are in the “blind” business in
Little Rock. Their work can be seen in windows from Springdale to Little Rock.
Br. Ephrem ‘60 and Fr. Richard ‘59 lunched with Larry Schmitz ‘67 and
Blair Descourouez ‘83 at Club Schmitz in Dallas February 9th. Larry owns Club
Schmitz and Blair is Sales Director for Double Diamond Resorts.
Mario Padilla ‘85, keeping up the family tradition, has been working for
Chiquita bananas for five years and was recently promoted as a Quality Manager
for the West Coast. He and his family are living in Port Hueneme, CA.
Jack Willems ‘05 was named to the Dean’s List at the University of Arkansas
for the third time in January. Jack is attending the U of A Honors College on the
Bodenhamer Fellowship and is majoring in Journalism and Political Science. He is
Larry Schmitz & Blair Descourouez in Club
Schmitz
a senior staff writer for the Arkansas Traveler student newspaper and writes for the
White County Daily Citizen in Searcy, AR.
Paul Vogler ‘82 serves as organist and choir director at Immaculate Conception Church in North Little Rock.
Chuck Burns ‘66 spent 30+ years in the hotel and resort business on the East Coast and the Caribbean. He then started
a business supplying that same industry. He sold that company and is now purchasing director for The Wedding Experience,
which is the world’s largest provider of cruise ship weddings.
Justin Eckart ‘04 was on the dean’s list at the University of Central Arkansas
for the fall semester of 2006, with a GPA of 3.5. Justin is a junior majoring in occupational therapy.
Chris Weisenfels ‘81 has relocated from Nevada to Ennis, Texas. He is an
anesthetist in the Dallas area.
Andrew Arbogast ‘03 was promoted to cadet Battalion Commander in the
ROTC at Northwest Missouri State University, making him Commander of all
cadets in the school’s program. He will attend flight school this summer and hopes
to become an Apache pilot.
Paul Valbuena ‘81 is living outside Grand Rapids, Michigan, where he is a psychiatrist for the Michigan State University Hospital. His brother Michael Valbuena
‘87 is living in Tulsa where he works as a financial analyst. Paul and Michael are
married to sisters.
Br. Ephrem shares one of his calligraphies with
Dan Moore ‘71 is having his first novel, “Silvertaps,” published by Xlibris
Chris Weisenfels on a recent trip to Texas
Corporation. The book is due out in April.

Jason Gehrig ‘89 and his wife Felicia are working with the Maryknoll missionary effort in Bolivia. Jason has been notified that he has been admitted to Fordham
University’s MA Program in International Political Economy and Development. He
has also won an Aruppe Fellowship.
John Doggett ‘83 is stationed with the Coast Guard at the Coast Guard
Command, Control, and Engineering Center in Portsmouth, Virginia. He tests the
Coast Guard’s Command and Control software and is working on a Masters of Science in Management at Troy University.
After retiring from the Air Force, David Ahne ‘67 is working for the state of
Arkansas teaching high school dropouts at Camp Robinson. He and his wife are
foster parents and have adopted three children and currently have three more in
their care.
Peter Sinton ‘95 has returned to Ponca City after finishing his Pediatric Residency in December, 2006. 2007 has been a big year so far: he moved back home,
started up a pediatric practice and he and his wife are expecting their first child.
John Kestel ‘82 has accepted a position as V.P. of sales and marketing with
firearms manufacturer, Armalite, Inc. In order to take the position he and his wife
have moved to Geneseo, IL.
Paolo Lim ‘97, a 2001 magna cum laude graduate of Rice University with a
BA in biochemistry and cellular biology and a 2005 graduate of the University of
Texas Southwestern Medical Center, is in his 2nd year of residency in radiology at
Emory University in Atlanta.
Frank Millette ‘85 is a level one trauma nurse in Houston.
Steve Susi ‘89 is Creative Director for an interactive ad/development agency
handling the entire Mercedes-Benz account.
Bernard Millette ‘85 will be moving to Tyler, TX, in May, where he has purchased an insurance agency. He has been an agent for Allstate for 3 years.

Obituaries
Robert DeSalvo ‘41 died in Morrilton, AR, January 20, 2007.
Bob was named to the All State football team while at Subiaco and was winner of the Coury Cup his junior year. He went on to serve in the Army in WW
II in North Africa and Calcutta, India. He retired from St. Anthony’s Hospital in
Morrilton were he served as maintenance superintendent. He was past president of
the Arkansas Association of Hospital Engineers, a member of the Fourth Degree
Knights of Columbus and the Morrilton Kiwanis Club.
He was married to Anunciata “Dolly” Paladino for 44 years until her death in
1985. He is survived by his second wife Katherine; the four children from his first
marriage, daughters Anna Marie Walker, and Rebecca Jo Lewandowski, Sandra
Kaye DeSalvo and son Robert DeSalvo, Jr.
Robert was an avid hunter, fisherman, and gardener. He was known for his
humor, hot peppers and Italian sausage.
Cornelius “Mike” Cone ‘54 of Indianapolis died January 27, 2007.
Arthur “Danny” Bosche ‘51 died June, 2004.
Robert Halliburton, III ‘58 died February 4, 2007, in Ft. Smith. After graduation Bob entered the monastery at Subiaco as Br. Paul and served in the mission to
Africa.
He retired from Weldon, Williams & Lick after 36 years. He was a member of
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church and a Eucharistic minister there and at
Sparks Hospital and Methodist Nursing Home. He is survived by his wife, Betty;
two daughters, Mary McIntosh and Joanie Gramlich; one son, Michael; his mother,
Julia Halliburton; two sisters, Joanie Fontata and Margie Larson; a brother Jim and
four grandchildren.

Louis Seiter, Jr. ‘56, showing his boxing
trophies to Fr. Richard & Br. Ephrem on a trip
to College Station, TX, in mid-February. Louis
and his wife, Barbara, took the two travelers
out to supper and put them up for the night on
a journey that took them from North Texas to
Dallas/Ft. Worth & Houston.

Alumni Reunion
plans complete
Plans are completed for the annual Alumni Reunion on June 1,2,3,
2007. The highlights of the week-end
will be a golf tournament on Friday
and a reception that evening. Saturday
will begin with a business meeting for
the men and a brunch for the Ladies
Auxiliary. There will be a reunion Mass
at 4:00 p.m. followed by the bestowing
of the Distinguished Alumnus Award. A
banquet and a casino night will round
out the evening. Several of the anniversary classes have special parties planned
for Saturday evening. The reunion will
wrap up with a breakfast on Sunday
morning at which new officers and
directors will be announced.
If you haven’t sent in your reservations, you should do so quickly as
accommodations are filling up.

Development

Development Director’s Message
As I write we are at the beginning of Holy Week and will soon be celebrating the solemn ceremonies that begin on Holy Thursday and continue through Easter Sunday. Each year as we pass through
the mystery of our Redemption we are reminded of the great gift we have been given. If there is one
message that we should learn, it is thankfulness. How could we not be thankful for all that Jesus did
for us in going through his suffering, death and resurrection that we might be saved from our sins?
When we recognize the magnitude of what Jesus did for us, then we can easily get in the habit of
being thankful for all that we have received. And this thankfulness spreads to all aspects of our lives.
On page 15 we talk about the new Faculty Chair program that has recently begun. We already
have three pledges of $125,000. We only have to match the amount and the Chair will begin to be awarded. Fully funded,
these three Chairs will increase our Academy endowment by $750,000! There will be many people who will be thankful for
this increased endowment, and it certainly should boost the morale of our teachers.
During the past couple of months we were given two new mini-busses by the Wardlaws. These have been put to good use
already and make a good appearance on campus. A full sized bus has also been given which will arrive during the summer and
will replace one of the older busses. One can easily understand that this is a needed and substantial gift. Certainly we are thankful to the Wardlaws for their continuing generosity to Subiaco Abbey and Academy.
One of the ways we hope to show our thankfulness to all of you is through visits with our alumni and friends. Br. Ephrem
and I have made a number of visits with alumni and benefactors in all the surrounding states as well as here in Arkansas. The
purpose of these visits is to thank all for their generosity to Subiaco.
Our new Chief Development Officer, Ken Sutterfield, has initiated a new way to connect with our alumni. Beginning on
April 12th in Northwest Arkansas we are having a “Lunch-with-the-monks.” Several monks will be in NW Arkansas and we
have invited all area alumni and friends to be present for this lunch. At this occasion we will be thanking all for their generosity
as well as bringing them up to date with what is going on here at the Abbey. The next Lunch-with-the-monks will take place
in Fort Smith on May 10, and we are hoping to schedule others as well. Look for your invitation in the mail and be present for
one near you.
We feel these various ways of saying thank you are important, but we don’t want to forget that the best way we can say
thank you is by doing what we do best, by continuing to pray for you and for all your loved ones.
As we celebrate this Easter Season we wish you all God’s blessings and pray that you may experience the greatest blessing of
all, which is God’s continued love.
God Bless You,

Development Tool Chest
As you consider giving and supporting the ministry of Subiaco Abbey and Academy, please know
that we want to help you be the best steward possible. There are several “typical” ways that our
supporters use to assist the institution.
1. Cash					
5. Annuities
2. Appreciated stock and real property
6. Charitable Trusts
3. Insurance policies				
7. Bequest by estate planning, “Your Will”
4. Charitable IRA’s (2007 only)

For all estate planning, our legal name is:

Subiaco Abbey

Recent Memorials
There are times when everyone wants to do something with lasting spiritual meaning for his or her loved ones. Subiaco
Abbey provides such a way. Loved ones can be remembered daily in the monks’ Divine Office and their Masses through the
Memorial Enrollment Program. To make this possible the abbey offers two types of memorial cards that will be sent to the
family or friend that you specify. One would be sent to the family of a deceased person, and a second would be sent to a living
person being remembered. Living memorials include anniversaries, birthdays, or other occasions.

Honor/memorial
Luther Alexander
M/M Richard Ardemagni
Louis Bellinghausen
Martha Bellinghausen
M/M Ralph H. Bock
Don Branham
Allen Brasseaux
Cosimer & Joanna Brozia
Frances Campbell
Dennis Chapman
Dennis Chapman
Dennis Chapman
Dennis Chapman
Dennis Chapman
Dennis Chapman
Dennis Chapman
Dennis Chapman
Dennis Chapman
Dennis Chapman
Francine R. Constantino
Rev. Raphael DeSalvo
Robert A. DeSalvo Sr.
Robert A. DeSalvo Sr.
Robert A. DeSalvo Sr.
Robert A. DeSalvo Sr.
Robert A. DeSalvo Sr.
Robert A. DeSalvo Sr.
Br. Tobias DeSalvo
M/M Rudy Dieter
Herb Dunn
Herb Dunn
Herb Dunn
James Foley
Aloys Fuhrmann

Donor

Honor/memorial

M/M George Mansour, Jr.
Sr. Deborah Troillett, RSM
Lorene C. Buettner
Lorene C. Buettner
M/M Kyle Bock
M/M Steve Massanelli
M/M Ronnie Daigle
Virginia Hyde
Angela Maynard
M/M Paul Berrigan
Capital 4, Inc.
M/M Andrew Chang
Mary Ann Hight
M/M Jim Huff
M/M Joseph Krzysiak
M/M Michael S. Krzysiak
M/M Stanley Staniszewski
M/M Robert K. Thompson
M/M Thomas H. Wade
Ann Carusone
Mark Hartman
Marilyn Dail
Farm Credit Services W. AR
Martha Fougerousse
M/M Paul Gatti
Streett Law Firm
M/M David A. Rohlman
Mark Hartman
M/M James A. Zimmerer
Daugherty & Lowe, CPA
M/M Bernard Von Hatten
M/M Marvin Wade
M/M John W. Hall, III
Margie Fuhrmann

Br. Henry Fuhrmann
Br. Louis Fuhrmann
Joe A. Gaylo
Kim Gee
Lawrence Gee
Elizabeth Geels
Caroline Gregory
Teresa Guerin
Tommy L. Harrison
Betty Hartz
Linda Hassel
M/M Wilfred Hess
M/M Eugene Hoedebeck
M/M Michael Johnson
Clara Kendall
Eugene Klecan
Joseph Klinger
Margaret Klinger
Agnes Knittig
Clara Knoedel
David Knoedl
Dr. Martin Kralicke
Dr. Martin Kralicke
Dr. Martin Kralicke
Tim M. Krone
June Lacour
Donna LaGrone
Fr. Bart Landwermeyer
Fr. Bart Landwermeyer
Alberta Layden
Donald Mahaffey
Simone Mallinson
Rev. Meinrad Marbaugh
M/M David McMahon

Donor
M/M Pat N. Wardlaw
M/M Pat N. Wardlaw
Eli Lilly and Co. Foundation
M/M George Mansour, Jr.
Dr/M Thomas M. Spivey
M/M Columbus Dalmut
Josephine W. Rodgers
M/M Art Heaphy
M/M Andrew Klement
Jerry V. Sparks
Jennifer Zimmerer
M/M James A. Zimmerer
M/M Wayne Grewing
M/M Lawrence Wewers
Subiaco Health Center Staff
George Klecan
Virginia Hyde
Virginia Hyde
Joseph Knittig
Carol Smelley
Qual Choice Employees
Cecilia Haverkamp
Dr/M Steve Kralicke
M/M Billy R. Gibson
Jane Krone
M/M Kenn Nadler
Josephine W. Rodgers
M/M Glenn Peters
Rosalie Peters
Josephine W. Rodgers
M/M Marty Nelson
Thomas Kelly
Ruth Levinson
M/M W. W. Oatman

Honor/memorial
William A. Minden
Dcn/M Robert L. Morris
Br. Thomas Moster
Rev. Fintan Oldham
Dino Papini
Frances Papini
Jim Pfaff
Mary Pfaff
Mary Pirrera
Bob Pitts
Robt Jas Ratcliffe
Ilene Redder
Katharine Reuling Weih
Josephine W. Rodgers
Anita Rosales
C. Schexnaydre
Rev. Frowin Schoech
Mary Schoppmeyer
Pete Scobel
Mildred Simmoneaux Cortez
B. Cameron Smith
Susie Spanier
Frank Stone
Rose Marie Tolbert
M/M John Troxler
Arlene Tysver
Mary Vicari
Mary Vicari
Jessie Vinson
Herman L. Wewer
Carolyn Zoccola

To request a Memorial, clip, fill in coupon, and mail.
Enclosed is my memorial gift to continue the works of Subiaco Abbey $
My Name
Address
City
In Memory of:

State
(Name)

Zip

(or) In Honor Of:

Commemorating: (Anniversary, Birthday, Special Occasion)
Send special card to:
Address
City

State

Zip

Mail to: Subiaco Abbey, 405 N. Subiaco Avenue, Subiaco, AR 72865-9798

(Name)

Donor
Alicia Minden
Mary Rose
Rev. Michael Vinson
M/M John W. Hall, III
Dcn/M Richard Papini
Dcn/M Richard Papini
M/M Larry Pfaff
M/M Larry Pfaff
Carol Smelley
Jo Anne Jennings
Anne Phillips
M/M Tom Coker
M/M Phillip R. Wassler
Alberta Layden
Adolfo Rosales
M/M James C. Troxler
Glen I. Schoech
Dr/M Martin Schoppmeyer
M/M Kenn Nadler
M/M Ronnie Daigle
M/M Don A. Smith
Anonymous
Dcn/M Richard Papini
Anonymous
M/M James C. Troxler
Katharine Mudd
AGEIA Technologies, Inc.
Joseph Bommarito
Annette Stallworth
Martin L. Wewer
Patricia Taylor

The Charitable IRA Law
Last summer congress took steps to encourage charitable giving. The Pension Protection Act of 2006 offers new opportunities for many to make tax-free charitable gifts.
Our nation’s tax system has long encouraged charitable giving. Gifts to qualified charities, like Subiaco, may be deducted
from income that could otherwise be subject to tax under federal law and the laws of many states.
Some taxpayers, however, may encounter limits on the amount of charitable gifts they can deduct and see other benefits
phased out as their incomes increase.
Retired persons may also find that increases in income can cause more of their Social Security benefits to be taxed. In other
cases, they may not be in a position to fully benefit from their charitable deductions.
The Pension Protection Act of 2006 gives those at least 70½ the opportunity to help overcome these and other challenges
by making tax-free gifts. Making gifts from IRA funds that would be subject to tax if withdrawn voluntarily or under mandatory withdrawal requirements may be wise for many this year.
For the remainder of 2007, Congress is allowing these individuals with traditional or Roth IRAs to make tax-free gifts
directly to qualified charities. Donors may choose to make charitable distributions in any amount up to $100,000 per year, if
so desired. A couple with separate IRAs could each give up to that amount.
Individuals who are required to take unneeded IRA withdrawals, and others who have experienced limitations on tax benefits in the past, will find the new law of particular interest.
Recall also that assets held in IRAs are not only subject to income tax when withdrawn during one’s lifetime or by survivors, but they may also be subject to estate tax if left to loved ones other than a spouse. For that reason, IRAs may be a good
choice for some when deciding how to fund charitable gifts.
The provisions of the law will affect individuals in different ways and it is important that you check with your attorney or
tax advisor.
To qualify, charitable gifts must be made from a traditional or Roth IRA directly to Subiaco. Funds accumulated in other
retirement plans do not qualify.
To enjoy the full benefit of this opportunity, the transaction must be completed before December 31, 2007.
Check with your financial advisors about the best ways to take advantage of these new giving opportunities. Keep in mind
that everyone’s circumstances are different, and state as well as federal tax laws may affect your plans.
If you have questions about the charitable IRA or other estate planning needs, please contact the development department
of Subiaco Abbey and Academy.

Endowed Faculty Chair Program
Subiaco Academy has established an Endowed Faculty Chair program. The purpose of the program is to ensure and maintain high educational standards by providing outstanding faculty and facilities that will strengthen the Academy today and for
generations to come.
Three chairs have been established honoring Abbot Jerome Kodell,
Father Hugh Assenmacher and Brother Ephrem
O’Bryan. Pledges of $125,000 each have been made for these three chairs, conditional on their being matched. Efforts are
being made now to match these pledges so that when complete each chair will be funded to $250,000 and will be available for
any faculty discipline.
Each year 5% of the fund balance will be used which will initially provide approximately $12,500. This will be distributed to the chair holder as a $3,000 stipend plus $2,000 for discretionary spending within the chair holder’s department. The
remaining $7,500 will be distributed among all full-time faculty members to increase salaries above the base established by the
Board of Trustees.
Endowed Chair holders will be named on a three-year rotating basis with the option to be renamed. The recipients may
either be new faculty members being recruited or current faculty of the academy.
The chair(s) will not be available until the matching funds have been received. The objective is to fund one of the three
chairs by June 30, 2007, with subsequent chairs funded by December 31, 2007, and June 30, 2008.
The impact of the endowed chair will be immediate for both the selected Faculty Chair holder and the Academy. And in
addition, this program will help to ensure the future success of Subiaco Academy.

PRAYER HOTLINE

Let us join you in praying for your needs.

The telephone number to call is:

1-800-350-5889

Upcoming Retreats and Events at Coury House
May
1-2
4-6
18-20
21-23
25-27

Stephen Ministerial Retreat, Bella Vista
Abbey Retreat League’s Biennial Retreat
Academy Graduation
Just Communities, NW Arkansas
St. Michael’s 6th Grade Retreat, West Memphis, AR

1-3
4-7
7-10
10-14
15-16

Subiaco Academy Alumni Weekend
Subiaco Abbey Monastic Retreat
Prince of Peace Retreat
Priest Retreat, Diocese of Little Rock
ASU Child Services Workshop and Retreat

20-22
26-30
27-29
30-31

Family Retreat
Vocation Discernment Retreat
AA Retreat
Catholic School Principals Retreat, Diocese of Little Rock

June

July

Coury House Weekend Retreat rates include two nights and six meals.
A shared room: $100. Private room: $150. Married Couple: $195.
Rates for private retreats, days of recollection,
and special groups are available upon request.
For more information or reservations, contact us at:
479-934-4411 or 479-934-1290 or FAX: 479-934-4040
The Coury House Book Store and Gift Shop
offers quality religious articles and books for spiritual growth and direction.
Call Donna Forst at: 479-934-4411 or 479-934-1292
Check our web site: www.subi.org or e-mail us at: couryhouse@subi.org
or chgifts@subi.org
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