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The Good Zeal of Two Monks
by Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB
Father Herbert “arrived” at Subiaco
at his birth, on December 3, 1911, the
family home being just down the road
west of the abbey. Leo Vogelpohl (Fr.
Herbert’s baptismal name) entered the
Subiaco College “Prep” department at
the age of 15, in 1927, four months
before the “great fire” in December of
that year. Father Harold (then Urban
Heiman) traveled, at the age of 14, from
the high plains of Texas (Nazareth) to
enter Subiaco College in August 1928,
eight months after the fire. Thus the
histories of Fr. Herbert and Fr. Harold
became united in flames, and these two
nonagenarians remain “full of fire” as
they celebrate their 70th anniversary of
monastic profession. Each was asked
to respond to a series of questions, and
their responses provide the grist for this
retrospective story.
As expected, the memory of the fire
looms large in their earliest memories of
Subiaco. Fr. Herbert recalls the changed
atmosphere after the fire. With monks
and students living, studying, praying
and playing together in the cramped
remains of the building, there developed
a camaraderie, a sense of unity that has
never been equaled. Living so close to
the monks, young Leo first became interested in sharing their life as a monk.

Fr. Harold recalls a strange fascination and awe as he first viewed the
burned-out abbey in 1928. He says
there was nothing intact except the
auditorium (which also burned during
his first year). The campus was covered
with piles of stones and rubble. “The
Holy Spirit must have wanted me here
quite seriously, to make such desolation
so fascinating.”

Fr. Herbert & Fr. Harold

Now, 76 years later, Fr. Harold marvels at the blessings Subiaco has received
since the fire, and at the generous benefactors who have made it possible. He
says “To be blessed so profusely, Subiaco
must be doing things as Jesus wants.”

Asked what aspect of his life has
been most rewarding, Fr. Herbert chose
his work with the Catholic Youth Movement in Fort Worth, Texas, from 19491953, as his favorite. “It was so rewarding to share with them in prayer and
work as they were just getting started in
life, to see them develop into Christian
men and women.” Fr. Harold’s greatest
satisfaction was his involvement with
Marriage Encounter in the 70s and
80s. He also greatly enjoys his current
and long-term (22 years) pastorate at
St. Anthony parish in Ratcliff. He says
“Those parishioners are most grateful,
cooperative, and appreciative.”
Concerning difficult times in their
70 years as monks, Fr. Herbert mentioned being asked to relinquish his
studies toward a masters degree, due to
other needs in the monastery. He also
felt a sense of being “sidelined,” as far
as Academy work was concerned, after
his return from Laneri High School in
Fort Worth, and again after he retired as
Director of Coury House. He learned
in those times, to “look to Jesus on the
cross, so as to accept my own trials,
and to be able to assist others who were
hurting.” Fr. Harold recounts that it was
difficult for him to be assigned away
from Subiaco just a year after ordination, and then after becoming fully “at
see “Two Monks” on page 5
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The Passion of the Christ
Mel Gibson’s movie, “The Passion of the Christ,” raised an amazing
amount of controversy even before it
was released, so it was very hard to view
it with an open mind. I know I wasn’t
able to, but I was struck right at the
beginning of the film by something the
debate hadn’t alerted me to, and which
affected my perspective for the whole
experience.
Before the action begins to unfold,
a biblical verse appears on the screen,
a quote from Isaiah 53:5: “He was
wounded for our transgressions, crushed
for our sins.” This illuminated for me
everything that followed. Certainly
there is much violence; certainly “The
Passion” isn’t the whole gospel; certainly
there are elements added to the Scripture accounts and elements omitted.
But I could understand the film as a
meditation on Isaiah 53:5 (or like a sermon which begins with a biblical text to
set the theme). I understood what one
commentator meant by saying the movie is not a biblical documentation of the
passion nor a presentation of the whole
Jesus story, but one man’s meditation on
a vital part of the story. A meditation
can incorporate many different elements
as long as it is faithful to the theme.
The theme of the movie is how the
suffering of the Messiah (the Christ)
for our sins, as prophesied in the book
of Isaiah, was fulfilled in the Passion
of Jesus. Isaiah 53 has been applied to
the suffering of the Messiah by Jewish
rabbis since the earliest times, and it was
applied to Jesus by the Gospel writers
who accepted him as the Messiah. So
the theme is authentically biblical.
It is true that for anyone who
doesn’t have a general awareness of the
story of Jesus this presentation would
hardly make sense. But for those who
do know the story there is immediate recognition, from the foggy garden
scene to the rolling back of the stone.
But the Gospel accounts of the Passion
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are not being used as a script. There
are many additions and embellishments
to the biblical narratives: the role of
Mary on the way of the cross, the role of
Pilate’s wife, the visualization of Satan,
the woman wiping the face of the fallen
Jesus, the dialogue of Simon of Cyrene,
all the particulars of the scourging. And
there are omissions, such as Jesus’ words
to the women of Jerusalem, the preservation of his seamless robe, the faith
statement of the centurion under the
cross. I found these additions and omissions were not unfaithful to the theme:
where they didn’t advance it, they didn’t
harm it.
There were some elements doubtful

The “Passion of the Christ”
is a meditation on Jesus as
the Messiah suffering for our
sins foreshadowed in Isaiah
53. That is the light in which
it should be interpreted and
critiqued.

historically, such as the identification
of Mary Magdalene with the woman
caught in adultery, Jesus speaking Latin
with Pilate, and the Church pronunciation of Latin by the soldiers. But
neither did these things spoil the theme.
The only addition I found disturbing
and disruptive was the crow pecking
out the eyes of the “bad” thief (a scene
apparently introduced from the report
of some private vision), a vindictive
response implied as coming from Jesus
or his Father, in direct contradiction
to Jesus’ prayer for forgiveness for his
persecutors.
Some commentators criticized
the film because of Mel Gibson’s faith,
either that he is a Catholic or because
of the kind of Catholic he is perceived
to be. This kind of criticism is quite

unfair, a way
of poisoning
the well. The
film deserves
to be judged
on its own
merit. Catholic sensibility does come through in the
freedom of using other sources to draw
out the biblical theme, in the Eucharistic interlacing of the Last Supper and
the crucifixion, in the Veronica scene,
and in the role of the mother of Jesus in
his Passion. This last, the most powerful
embellishment of the narrative, was very
moving and quite consistent with the
biblical presentation of Mary.
It was ironic that there was such an
outcry about the violence of the passion
scenes (maybe they were overdone, but
isn’t that what violence means?) in a
society where through TV and movies people are more hardened to scenes
of violence, both actual and imagined,
than at any time in history. But the application to Jesus was too much to take,
which may point to a latent Monophysitism or even Docetism among American Christians, ancient heresies which
deny the real humanity of Christ. It
would be interesting to know whether
Catholics overall were shocked as much
as some other Christians, because the
images of the passion are constantly
before us, in the crucifix and Stations
that meet us as we enter our churches,
on the rosaries in our pockets, in our
observance of Fridays and especially
Good Friday, and in meditations on the
Passion, a traditional spiritual exercise.
This focus was lost in many ways in the
Reformation’s reaction to some extremes
of private piety.
In literature classes we are taught
that the first step in interpretation is to
determine the form of the document
under study, its literary genre. That first
step is critical, because if it is erronecontinues on next page

Abbey

Abbey Journal
April
The Chronicle has several times
commented on the slow pace of the
repair of the inner court roof. Well, it is
finished! It looks good too, the brickred color of the steel roofing sheets
matching nicely with the red tile roofs
up above. Heavy April rains tested
the roof, and the few minor leaks were
soon sealed. Nature is full of surprises
though; it is impossible to foresee everything. The steel roof sheds water much
more rapidly than the former gravel and
asphalt. In a downpour, the runoff overshoots the guttering and splashes down
into the inner court. Unless someone
remembers to keep the drain cover clear
of grass clippings, the water backs up
and then overflows through a basement
door into the Academy recreation center
and cafeteria. No one remembered!!
On April 1, representatives from
the Washington County Right-to-Life
were on hand to assist interested folks to
organize a Logan County Chapter. Our
own Coury House receptionist Donna
see “Journal” on page 4

Abbot’s Letter continued from page 2

ous every subsequent judgment about
the document is suspect. The same is
true of other art forms. In 1938, Orson
Welles’ radio production of “The War of
the Worlds” caused mass panic because
a science fiction story was taken literally.
The confusion spawned by the current
novel “The Da Vinci Code” is caused by
the reading of fiction as nonfiction.
The “Passion of the Christ” is a
meditation on Jesus as the Messiah
suffering for our sins foreshadowed in
Isaiah 53. That is the light in which it
should be interpreted and critiqued.

Father Felix Fredeman, OSB
August 30, 1932—June 1, 2004
Thomas Henry Fredeman was
born in Little Rock, AR, on August 30,
1932.
He came to Subiaco as a seventh
grader, enrolling in the “Prep” department. In 1946 he began his secondary
education in the Academy, and graduated with the class of 1950.
He entered Subiaco Abbey and
professed first vows on September 14,
1952, receiving the name Felix. He
was ordained to the priesthood in
1957.
Father Felix began his long teaching career in Subiaco Academy that
same year. He studied at Notre Dame
University for the 1958-59 academic
year, and earned, by means of summer
courses, a masters degree in art from
that institution in 1962.
In 1965, he began pastoral work
in the Subiaco deanery, serving first as
assistant pastor at St. Joseph Church
in nearby Paris. From there he commuted on weekdays to teach in the
Academy art department. In 1970, he
was appointed resident pastor of St.
Anthony Church in Ratcliff, continuing the longer daily commute to
Subiaco.
Two years later, Father Felix was
appointed Prior of the monastery, a position he held until 1991. As Prior, he
continued to teach art classes. Along
with his administrative and teaching
duties, he gave generously of his talents
in graphic design, silversmithing, and
to the technical aspects of theatrical
production, including set design and
construction. For many years he also
designed the annual abbey calendar
and Christmas card. He was the abbey’s original computer wizard, serving
as system administrator for the abbey
network and chairman of the computer
network committee. During this time
he also did the computer layouts for

Fr. Felix Fredeman, OSB

the abbey’s Divine Office books.
Father Felix retired from the
classroom in 1999, due to increasing
health problems. After a lengthy convalescence from back surgery in 2000,
he devoted his talents to publication
design for the abbey and academy,
including the recent first issue of the
combined Abbey Message publication. He also served as chairman of
the monastery renovation committee,
living to see the dreams and blueprints
becoming a reality.
In 2003, Father Felix began
chemotherapy for pancreatic cancer.
His valiant struggle with the disease,
positive outlook, and refusal to be
sidelined, inspired all who knew him.
He remained an active member of the
community until two days before his
death.
Father Felix’s decades of love and
service are engraved in the hearts and
minds of many and in the very soul of
the abbey/academy complex.
May he rest in peace.
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cont’d from page 3
Forst was elected President, with Br.
Paul Edmonston selected as secretary.
May lives be cherished and protected
through their work.
The biggest news of the month is
that the Abbey lakes overflowed! Eight
inches of rain fell between April 21 and
24, and water began running over the
spillway towards evening of the 24th.
Some Arkansas counties were declared
disaster areas, but we considered it a
blessing.
The Easter Triduum brought some
“regulars” and some new friends to
spend the Holy Days with us. The
monks always have a private “convivium” following the Easter Vigil service,
but many quickly desert this party and
move over to the Coury House spread,
where the “grass is greener.” Some of
our Eastertide visitors like to cook,
bake, and decorate on Holy Saturday;
we monks like to “graze,” so it all works
out well. Earlier in the evening, Br.
Mel, master of ceremonies, had herded
everyone outside into the teeth of a
storm for the Blessing of the New Fire.
This is only a slight exaggeration. The
symbolism of warmth and light, in
the midst of the threatening dark and
storm, became more tangible.
By month’s end the jackhammering in the elevator shaft was complete.
Thank God! No one knows why eighteen inches of concrete had been placed
in the bottom of this unused shaft back
in the 60s. It took eight days of thunderous racket and swirling dust to get it
out. Then, amazingly, a concrete base
of similar thickness was put right back
in, except for a four foot square central opening, and a smaller hole in one
corner. They say that in heaven God’s
design will finally become apparent.
Hopefully some other mysteries will also
be revealed.
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May
Suddenly,
in May, the
academic year
that seemed so
interminable in
February, rushes
to a close. School Monks Celebrating Their Anniversaries, L-R
activities—prom, Fr. Hilary, 60 years profession; Fr. Placidus, 60 years profession;
banquets, awards Br. Thomas, 25 years profession; Fr. Bruno, 50 years priesthood;
Fr. Harold, 70 years profession; Fr. Nicholas, 50 years priesthood;
assemblies, field
seated in front: Fr. Herbert, 70 years profession.
day, end-of-theyear programs,
THE Coury Oak, the one on the logo.
final exams, grading, and graduation
come thick and fast. Mercifully, an un- That one stays.
Twenty-six seniors graduated on
used snow day was given back as a free
May 22. For a change, the speaker,
day just before exams. What a marvelHerschel Cleveland, the Speaker of
ous idea!
the House of the Arkansas legislature,
A red fox den was discovered near
finished his address before the 11:00
the monastery cabin on Lake Dardao’clock bell. Usually this bell interrupts
nelle. The three kits came within 20
the speaker, and just when he or she
feet of Fr. Mark, and eagerly carried
away the spoiled cheese he left for them. thinks it is safe to proceed, the eleven
“bongs” of the hours gets started. Who
Br. Tobias had an animal story, too. It
seems that the youngest Sicilian donkey says no one remembers anything about
graduation speeches?
colt loves to pester the Black Angus
Br. Jude and Fr. Mark set off on
bulls. Tobias saw him clamp his teeth
May
24 for El Paso and Juárez, Mexico.
down onto a bull’s tail, and then hang
The
account
of this mission trip can be
on as the bull pivoted wildly, trying
found in the Academy section of this
to dislodge him. We definitely need a
issue.
video of that!
June
Hay baling began on May 10,
which seems early—another effect of
Fr. Felix Fredeman died on the eveglobal warming, I suppose.
ning of June 1. He had fought bravely
On May 20, the monastic Chapter
and cheerfully with his cancer. It finally
approved going ahead now with the
conquered his body, but never his will
long-planned Coury House expansion.
Doing it now, using the same company, and spirit. He had been the layout specialist for all publications. His artistic
while men and equipment are already
eye demanded not only a correct prodon site, will save us a bundle. The
uct, but an aesthetically pleasing one.
plan calls for extending Coury House
Hundreds of alumni of all ages
westward, providing space for a large
filled
the guest house and the dorms
meeting room, small chapel, and two
the first weekend of June. This requires
small conference rooms. One drawthat the ravages of a school year upon
back is that the expansion requires the
removal of the beautiful oak tree to the
“Journal” continues on next page
west of Coury House. No, this is not
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Two Monks
cont’d from page 1

home” at Corpus Christi Academy in
Texas, to be uprooted again to return
to Subiaco. He says “I dealt with it by
doing the best I could at all times and
letting the devil have the rest. I succeeded in being content and satisfied in
each assignment because I believed that
it was God’s will, coming through my
superiors, that I be in that place with
that assignment at that time.”
Reminiscing about “the old days,”
Fr. Herbert spoke about the erudition of
Dr. Sauvet, a diocesan priest who taught
the Classics at Subiaco Academy in
the 30s and 40s. He recalls Br. Thaddeus Eberle, who had no feeling in his
fingers due to frostbite, and so would
sometimes catch his fingers on fire as he
tamped down his pipe tobacco. Fr. Herbert was involved in moving the pioneer

Journal

cont’d from page 4
the dormitory facilities be made right,
quickly. Deans and janitorial staff
worked overtime to produce the illusion
that our students are paragons of neat
and Spartan simplicity. If only …! As
always, we monks marvel at this annual
display of love and loyalty on the part
of our alumni. It eases the memory of
some tough days in the classroom and
dormitories when these same gentlemen
were high school students and adolescent boys.
Fr. Cyprian Davis of St. Meinrad
Archabbey preached the monks’ annual
retreat, following the Alumni Weekend.
He is a Church historian, a promoter of
black culture, and a deeply spiritual person who insists that all monks—indeed
all Christians—are called to an intimate
relationship with God. His conferences
helped us to see the Holy Spirit at work
in our lives. Vignettes from the lives of
early desert “abbas” and “ammas,” and

monks’ remains to the present Abbey
cemetery in 1938. He was surprised
that almost no bones remained, but recalls finding the perfectly-preserved cufflinks of Fr. Augustine Stocker. Fr. Harold recalls Fr. Louis Deuster’s “dictums
in English class.” He identifies Abbot
Paul Nahlen as the monk of greatest
importance in the life of Subiaco Abbey,
and says that he was closest to Fr. Justin
Wewer, who was his spiritual director
from fifth grade through his ordination
as a Deacon.
Asked for words of advice for newcomers to the monastic life, Fr. Harold
says “Always trust that Jesus is calling
you to follow Him. … Jesus speaks
through his representatives, our spiritual
directors. For your happiness and peace
of mind, listen to your superiors.”
Fr. Herbert’s words of wisdom

are “Keep the brain active or it withers.” “Appreciate each person and their
unique personality.” “Meditate on what
Jesus did in similar situations when
you face a difficulty or a decision.” He
asked that his final word be “I love each
one of my brother monks.”
Fr. Harold concludes by saying
that “Everything has changed in my 70
years as a Benedictine monk, and for
that I am grateful. If a thing is alive, it
changes. I do not wish to revert to the
‘good old days.’ The most important
change, I think, in my 70 years, was
Vatican Council II and all its tenets.”
These two Jubilarians may have
come to a burned-out Abbey, but their
70 years of service helped it rise from
the ashes. And it is quite clear that they
themselves are far from being burned
out. Ad multos annos!

from the Fathers of the Church, and
African folk tales made for fascinating
listening.
During retreat days, workers
relocated the cooling tower for the
renovation project to a less visible site
below the retaining wall on the north
side. Four large pines had to be cut to

sawed off at the base. Then the crane
raised the entire tree up over the retaining wall and laid it down in the yard.
Great entertainment!
Br. Ephrem and Br. Joseph Kohler
tried to catch “stripers” (striped bass) in
an outing on Beaver Lake with friends.
The fish did not cooperate very well,
but they did catch a respectable
15-pounder. In preparation for
Camp Subiaco, the fieldhouse
pond was stocked with 600
catfish. Now that’s the place to
find cooperative fish, and some
monk fishers have been assisting the campers in restoring
ecological balance to this pond.
June 17 saw two and
one-half inches of rain and the
next week we got three inches
more. Rainfall for June, and for the
year, is several inches above normal.
Cool nights continue as we near the
end of June. The farmers have steadily
been making hay, dodging showers and
see “Journal” on page 6
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High-tech Tree Removal

clear the space. This was a high-tech
operation, not the traditional saw, holler
“timber,” and run style. A crane raised
a sawyer in a basket, who lopped off
side limbs and topped the trees. With
the crane holding a tree upright, it was

Abbey

Recently someone told me about
visiting a large corporate farm in another state. He marveled at the perfectlystraight rows in fields that stretched to
the horizon. “Our tractors are equipped
with GPS (global positioning system)
and laser guidance,” he was told.
At first, such technical assistance
in plowing seems a far cry from Jesus’
advice about plowing this Sunday past:
“Anyone who puts his hand to the plow
and keeps looking back is not fit for the
kingdom of God.” My own experience
of plowing confirms Jesus’ advice—you
have to steer steadily toward a landmark

on the far side of the field, and not be
swayed by distractions to either side,
nor by those behind, where you have
already passed. It is Jesus Himself who
both calls us and who draws us onward,
as the goal of our plowing. Perhaps the
constant satellite signal and the laser
beam on modern tractors are not really
so different from “keeping one’s eyes on
Christ.”
In this issue, Abbot Jerome reflects on the movie “The Passion of the
Christ.” Jesus kept his eyes on the glory
that lay before him and so remained
faithful to death, even death on a

Journal

Br. Joseph K. has been harvesting huge blackberries from the tame
varieties he planted last year. The
berries have become a staple at
the breakfast table, and starred in
several luscious cobblers. Br. Adrian
brought in the first sweet corn on

cont’d from page 5
avoiding the boggy spots in the meadows.
Camp Subiaco brought 117 boys to
campus for a week of fun and games under the tutelage of about 20 alumni volunteers, plus 10 more current students,
and five other ancillary personnel. They
do all the work, and end up giving the
credit to God and thanking us monks!
The best camp story we heard is that
of a camper proudly telling his mother,
who came to pick him up on Saturday,
“Mom. Good News! I didn’t even have
to open my suitcase.”
Br. Thomas’ giant peanut brittle
patty, with the label “For Texas-sized
appetites” was on display in the monk’s
refectory for several days. It accompanied the contingent which traveled to
Lindsay, Texas, for a parish festival on
June 27. St. Peter Church had been
pastored by Subiaco men until two years
ago. The proceeds from this “Homecoming Picnic” were given to the Abbey,
to help with the costs of the ongoing
renovation. What wonderful friends we
have!
6

cross. Fathers
Herbert and
Harold, Hugh
and Felix, are
featured in
this issue. Each of them also has “stayed
the course,” put their hands to the plow
and not looked back. They bear witness
to the next level of guidance systems,
not a GPS but a HGS, a Heavenly
Guidance System.

Religious Life
Is God Calling?

Bruce Reeves ‘84 helping at Camp Subiaco

the first full day of summer. Tomatoes can’t be far behind. All is well,
and all manner of things are well,
when fresh berries, corn, and tomatoes are on the table.

MONKS OF

SUBIACO ABBEY
Vocations: 479-934-1047
brfrancis@subi.org

Academy

Excellence Recognized at 117th Graduation
Twenty-six members of the Subiaco
Academy class of 2004 graduated in
ceremonies May 22. The Graduation
Mass at 8 a.m. in the Abbey Church
preceded the Commencement Exercises
beginning at 10 a.m. in the Inner Court
of Subiaco Abbey.
The address for the 117th commencement was given by Representative Herschel Cleveland, Speaker of the
Arkansas House of Representatives.
Students receiving medals for excellence included Paul Greggs of Paris
(mathematics); Chris Gattis of Ratcliff
(Latin); Chad Komp of Subiaco (good
character); Andrew Eubanks of Subiaco
(highest average); Taz Johnson of Ratcliff (science); Jae Choi of Seoul, Korea
(art); Zac Stewart of Mena (drama);
Francis Yuk of Taejeon, Korea (instrumental music); Jack Willems of Searcy,
AR (composition and publishing);

Luis Manjarrez of Ft. Smith (religious
studies); Anton Hubl of Norman, OK
(Americanism); Willard Wilks of Nashville, TN (activities); Thomas Lucier of
Carrollton, TX (choral music); Harry
Bryant of Carrollton, TX (English);
Teddy Jun of Seoul, Korea (application to studies); Eduardo Valdez of

Chris Gattis receives the gold medal for
Excellence in Latin from Abbot Jerome Kodell.

Guadalupe, Mexico (Pereyra Award for
Unselfishness); Cody Randall of McAlester, OK (foreign languages); and Paul
Marsden of Greenwood (social studies).
Zac Stewart, son of Mark &
Dr. Rebecca Stewart of Mena, is the
valedictorian and Tuan Vu, son of Hau
Tu and Ngat Vu of Port Neches, TX, is
the salutatorian.
Honor graduates are Andrew
Herrick, son of Charles and Sharon
Herrick of Van Buren; Jack Cauldwell,
son of Michelle Owens and Larry G.
Cauldwell of Paris; Pablo Flores, son of
Esteban and Elena Flores of Houston,
TX; Luis Manjarrez, son of Isidoro and
Estela Manjarrez of Ft. Smith; and Taz
Johnson, son of Rick Johnson and Rose
Zeiler of Ratcliff. Members of the class
plan to attend universities in nine states
and Mexico.

Third Annual Literary Symposium - November 17-18
Subiaco Academy is proud to name
Bill Dwyre, sports editor of the Los
Angeles Times, as this year’s recipient
of the Subiaco Award of Literary Merit.
Dwyre will receive this award at the
Third Annual Subiaco Literary Symposium to be held at Subiaco in the Walter
Auditorium of the Performing Arts
Center on November 17-18.
Dwyre, a national figure in sports
journalism, received the National Press
Foundation Editor of the Year Award
in 1984 and the Red Smith Award in
1996. He has published a book entitled
The Los Angeles Times 1984 Olympic
Sports Pages. The Los Angeles Times
enjoys one of the largest circulations of
daily newspapers in the country. Dwyre
is a graduate of Notre Dame University.
In conjunction with the symposium, a writing contest on a sportsrelated topic will held for Academy

students. Winners will be recognized at
the symposium.
The Academy designed the Literary Symposium to underscore the
Benedictine tradition in literature and
to advance interest in careers in various literary fields. Previous honorees
include Harvey Wheeler, a Subiaco
graduate and best-selling novelist, and
Paul Greenberg, a Pulitzer-prize winning editorialist.
According to Greg Rust, committee
member for the symposium, the goal of
the symposium is to establish Subiaco
Academy as a school dedicated to literary excellence. “Literature is an important discipline in our school,” Rust said.
“We were pleased how many alumni
are contributing energies and financial
resources to this event.”
For more information about the
Third Annual Subiaco Literary Sympo-

sium, contact Cheryl Goetz, symposium
coordinator, at 479-934-1262 or 479438-0152.
Please join us at the Academy to
celebrate literary accomplishment and
to encourage our students in the area of
written communication.

Graduation Speaker
Commencement speaker for the
117th graduation is Speaker of the
House Hershel Cleveland for the 84th
General Assembly of Arkansas.
A native of Logan County, he has
held such positions on the House Education Committee, the House Insurance
and Commerce Committee, the House
Management Committee and the Arkansas Legislative Council.
Two of his children graduated from
Subiaco Academy, Jason (’87) and Jared
(’89).
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Subiaco’s Historian Resigns After 44 Years
by Brother Thomas Aq. Moster, OSB
Over a half-century since his own
graduation from Subiaco Academy,
Father Hugh is retiring from one of
his positions, namely, an active role on
the academy faculty. It was in 1958
that this young priest began his teaching career. With a mesmeric teaching
ability, Fr. Hugh has inspired thousands
of students to realize that knowledge
is worthwhile and learning can be
fun. His teaching repertoire through
the years has included: history, music, band, choir, Latin, and Christian
doctrine.
With a Master of Arts degree in history from St. Louis University, Fr. Hugh
is considered Subiaco’s contemporary
historian. For the abbey’s centennial in
1978, he wrote A Place Called Subiaco,
a 486-page history of the Benedictine
monks in Arkansas. He has authored
historical accounts of several Benedictine parishes as well.
Being a history buff, Fr. Hugh’s

Dedication to Service Award
At the annual
awards assembly
for the last several
years, a staff member of the Subiaco
Academy community has been
recognized for his
or her outstanding service to the
Academy. This
Robin Schluterman
year’s recipient was
Robin Schluterman. Mrs. Schluterman has worked in
the athletic department for the last two
years. According to Coach Tencleve,
Mrs. Schluterman goes “above and
beyond” in performing her duties.
Two of her sons attend school at
Subiaco Academy. Her fourth son Wesley was born in late 2003.
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greatest love is for American history,
especially the Civil War period, and the
Westward movement. He is extremely
well-read in these areas and he devours
any “cowboy and Indian” book that he
can get his hands on. Fr. Hugh attri-

Fr. Hugh Assenmacher, OSB

Chastity Talk Inspires Many
Subiaco Academy students attended
a chastity talk given by Jason Everts at
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Morrilton.
Everts advised students not to
cross the line with their girlfriend or
boyfriend. To explain where the line is
he told the students to act like they are
holding their girlfriend as they walk to
the edge of the Grand Canyon. He told
the students that no one would put his
girlfriend in danger; and this mutual respect should be taken into consideration
when they are with their girlfriend:
don’t go so far that she gets hurt or gets
put in danger.
Later Everts explained how we
know we love someone. If we are willing
to give up our life for a friend the way
that Christ gave his life for the church,
then we really love that person.

butes his love for the American West to
the fact that he’s a “closet cowboy.”
Fr. Hugh is also Subiaco’s contemporary “walking” historian. With an
insatiable affinity for the great outdoors, he leads hikes and excursions for
students and monks alike to points of
interest in the surrounding ridges, lakes,
and streams. Be it reading tombstone
inscriptions in old graveyards, admiring
the natural beauty of the region, discussing Indian and native folklore or simply
reveling in outdoor trivia—topped off
with Fr. Hugh’s lighthearted cheerfulness—an excursion with Fr. Hugh is
always a memorable adventure. Fr.
Hugh is in his element!
The sage must have had Fr. Hugh
in mind with the adage: “If you want
something done, ask a busy person.” Fr.
Hugh’s talents have been put to good
use in such capacities as a multi-faceted
teacher, musician, choirmaster, dean
see “Fr. Hugh” on page 16

Subiaco Takes 2nd in Track
Subiaco took second in the district
track meet behind Booneville. Brian
Hunter (12) led the team with 29
points, taking first place in both the 110
and 330-meter hurdles. Ian Myers (11)
added 22 points, taking second place
in both hurdles events behind Hunter.
The Trojans took second place in the
1600-meter relay and first place in the
3200-meter relay.

Summer Classes in Spain
Ten Subiaco students are enrolled in
El Colegio de España in Alicante, Spain.
They will attend classes in Spain for five
weeks. Since they are attending an accredited college, those students who do
well can receive up to six hours of credit
in an American University.

Academy

Subiaco Students on Mission to Juárez
On Monday, May 24, Father Mark
Stengel and Brother Jude Schmitt,
Junior Daniel Miller, Sophomores Rikki
Manness, Patrick Richards, Aldo Rivera,
Juan deJesus, and Freshmen Sean Manness, John Zagurski and Joseph Arbogast left Subiaco at 8 a.m. for a mission
to Juarez, Mexico. Sophomore Paul
Mogendi joined the group in Oklahoma
City.
The Sisters of St. Benedict Monastery in Canyon, Texas, provided overnight hospitality. The party reached El
Paso, Texas, at 4 p.m. where Mrs. Katherine Mudd, a good friend of Subiaco,
met them and fed them. The group
arrived at the Community Center on
the southern edge of Juárez on Tuesday
evening.
The “Centro Comunitario del
Espíritu Santo” is located on the site of
the former city dump, which is evident
from the piles of broken glass and the
“arroyo” (dry wash) on one side of the
property, partially filled with rubble,
mattresses, and tires. The large central
building includes, on the second floor,
a dormitory area with bunk beds, and
an adjoining bathroom area. This was
“home” for the next eight days. A large
table with benches in the middle of the
dorm instantly became the center of
operations: meeting center, infirmary,
supply depot, waterhole, card playing
venue, and journal keeping facility.
Mr. Frank Alarcon (“Frankie”),
the director of the “Dump Ministry,”
welcomed the group and gave a few
instructions. Fr. Mark explained the
daily routine, insisting that the group
remember the spiritual component of
the trip by means of daily morning and
evening devotions and the keeping of a
personal journal.
The student missionaries rose at
7, attended morning prayers or Mass,
breakfasted with the day care children at
8, worked until 11:30, had lunch with

Patrick Richards and Aldo Rivera helping in the store at the Community Center

the schoolchildren and staff, worked
again as needed until 4, rested until the
evening meal at 6, played and visited
with neighborhood kids or “fooled
around” in the dorm until a meeting
and prayers at 9:30. Lights out was at
10, but those who wished could talk on
the breezy porch or play video games ad
lib.

“You can’t know now
what seeds were planted
in the minds and hearts
of these young men.”

Work consisted of hauling fill dirt
where a floor was to be poured for a
playground addition, then mixing cement for this floor, packing food into
kilo bags for the Saturday mercado, helping conduct the market on Saturday,

painting, and clearing glass and other
debris from an area where a storehouse
is to be built.
Br. Jude could not escape computer
work. He ran telephone lines, and got
the Center “on line.” Fr. Mark did some
chauffeuring and some parochial work,
including the baptism of a sickly baby,
Confessions, and Mass for the local
community.
After attending Sunday Mass at the
Juárez cathedral, the rest of Pentecost
Sunday was devoted to play at a Wet-nWild water park near the New Mexico
border. Leaving Juárez early on June 2,
an all-day trip brought us to Arlington,
Texas, where Daniel Miller’s family
hosted the group overnight. All day
Thursday was “Six Flags Day.”
“You can’t know now what seeds
were planted in the minds and hearts
of these young men,” said Mr. Alarcon.
“Now that you have seen the poverty
and the injustice firsthand, it is now
your problem too. What are you going
to do about it?”
9
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92nd Alumni Reunion A Success
by Don Berend
Father Richard Walz ‘59 in his
sermon at the Mass for the Alumni Reunion, was sharing his thoughts on the
Holy Trinity. He said “One of the first
things that occurred to me was the fact
that we are many people gathered here
this weekend, coming from differ-ent
directions with all kind of backgrounds,
but with one thing uniting us we are all
very strongly related to Subiaco.” Not
unlike the Trinity.
This seemed to capture the tone
of this year’s reunion as we had people
from as far as Warsaw, Poland, and
Mililani Town, Hawaii, and as close as
Subiaco, Arkansas.
There were people from the class of
’27 and ’03. They ranged from farmers to doctors but they all had a strong
relationship with Subiaco.
The weekend began on a sad note
with the funeral of Father Felix Fredeman on Friday morning. The fact that
the funeral was held on the opening day
of reunion did allow many Alumni to
attend who might not have been able to
otherwise.
Vespers with the monks on Friday
evening officially opened the weekend,
followed by a walk around buffet in
Centenary Hall. The attendance for
this opening event was larger than usual
and the crowd spilled over into the beer
garden, which was set up under a large
tent in front of the church.
On Saturday morning the Alumni
gathered for the General Assembly and
the Ladies Auxiliary held their annual
brunch.
After opening ceremonies at the
General Assembly those present were
welcomed by Abbot Jerome saying it
was good to have every one back home.
After the list of deceased alumni
was read those gathered joined Chaplain
Brother Ephrem in prayer for the repose
of their souls.
10

Those monks celebrating the jubilee
of their profession or ordination were
recognized and congratulated by president Pat Franz. Pat thanked them for
their many years of faithful service.
Anniversary classes and their
contact persons were acknowledged.
Members of the classes of ’54, ’64, 84,
and ’99 were particularly impressive in
their numbers.
The following reports were
given: Don Berend
reported on the
financial condition
of the Association;
Pat Franz reported
on the activities of
the Board of Direc- Outgoing President
Pat Franz
tors during the last
year, including the
work done on the swimming pool, the
tail gate party and the senior banquet.
Mike Mangione reported on summer
camp. Headmaster Father Aaron, Coach
Tim Tencleve and Assistant-Headmaster
Mike Berry gave school reports. Abbot
Jerome reported on the use of the funds
raised by the Journey of Faith capital
campaign. He said that the remodeling
of the monks’ quarters was progressing
ahead of schedule and that the work
on Coury House would begin shortly.
There is a possibility that they would
be ready to occupy by Christmas. Br.
Ephrem explained his new job as public
relations director of the Abbey and
Academy. He gave a number of examples of his work.
Father Hugh was recognized for his
retirement from the teaching ranks of
the Academy and was presented several
gifts of appreciation.
After holding election for directors and President-elect the meeting
adjourned.
The Ladies Auxiliary meeting was
held in the guest dining room and after

a short business meeting a program was
presented by Cathy Willems, Bernadette
Post and Laurie Black of the Parents Association. The topic addressed the problem of mothers resisting sending their
sons to boarding school. This is a major
hurdle for the recruiting department.
The program consisted of mothers talking to mothers on how they dealt with
the problem and why they sent their
sons to Subiaco. These mothers hope to
make a DVD of their presentation to be
used by the recruiter.
Saturday afternoon’s activities were
highlighted by a tennis tournament won
by Jack Borengasser ‘42, and a hole in
one contest won by Erle Hammans ‘75.
After the evening meal, the crowd
gathered in Centenary Hall for the presentation of the Distinguished Alumnus
award to Matt Post ‘43 and John Beuerlein ‘71. Matt Post was accompanied to
the stage by a number of his children
and grandchildren. Before the presentation Paul Post ‘73 gave a warm laudatory to his father.
John Beuerlein was unable to attend.
The evening closed with a casino
night put on by the Knights of Columbus of Ft. Smith, followed by an auction of merchandise furnished by Nino
Ardemagni ‘91. Hundreds of thousand
of dollars of play money were won and
lost, but no one came out the loser.
The reunion closed with a breakfast
on Sunday morning with announcing of
the newly elected directors Bill Schwartz
‘63, Brian Neumeier ‘81 and Nino
Ardemagni ‘91. The Abbot appointed
the following to the Board: Bill Elsken
‘58, Chris Hebert ‘99, Brian Weisenfels
‘86 and Steve Osborn ‘74. He also appointed Robin Mangione to the Ladies
Auxiliary Board.
Winner of the 70/30 Club drawing
was Francis Raible ‘62. The 200 Club
see “Reunion” on page 12

Alumni

Alumni 2004 Weekend

Alumni members enjoyed many activities
during 2004 Alumni Reunion.
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Reunion
cont’d from page 10

Ralph Bock New President

winners were: $5,000 bond, Charles
Anderson ‘76; $500 bond, Pat Franz
‘78; $100 cash, Richard Trachta, Raymond Saranie ‘65, Joe Robertson ‘55,
David Erdman ‘75 and Emory Linder
‘53.
Ralph Bock
‘56 the incoming president
spoke to those
gathered for
breakfast telling
them that he
was honored to
Incoming President
be in his new
Ralph Bock
position and
that they could
expect him to call on them for help.

Ralph Bock brings a long Subiaco
relationship with him as he assumes the
reins of the Alumni Association.
Ralph was one of seven children
raised on a rice farm in the Mississippi
Delta…Stuttgart, Arkansas. He came
to Subiaco in the eighth grade. He says
at Subiaco he played in the first football
game he ever saw.
He must have been a quick learner
because he received a football scholarship to Oklahoma State University.
There he received a B.S. in Business
Administration and coached freshman
football while doing graduate work.
Ralph worked for Phillips Petroleum for thirty-six years. He served over
20 years on the Governmental Advisory
Committee of the Petroleum Council.
He was President of Phillips Retail Mar-

keting, a subsidiary of Phillips. While in
Denver he taught Junior Achievement
classes. He served on the Denver Chamber of Commerce for twenty years. At
the time of his retirement from Phillips he was Regional Manager of Retail
Marketing.
His hobbies have been golf, hunting and field trials, but his love now
is raising cattle on his ranch south of
Tulsa, Oklahoma. He spends a lot of
time driving back and forth between
Bella Vista and the ranch each week.
On weekends, he has a regular time for
perpetual adoration at St. Bernard’s in
Bella Vista, Arkansas.
He and Carla have been married 45
years and have three children and five
grandchildren.

Tailgate party scheduled

monk sausage. There will be refreshments, drawings and maybe even a surprise or two, said chairman Weisenfels.
This will be the twelfth consecutive
year that local alumni have gathered in
South Park with the monks to relax,
reminisce, and raise funds for scholarships for day students.

He is survived by two daughters,
Audrey Leftwich and Elaine Jones;
three sons, Glen, Kenneth and David;
two brothers, Joe and Ben; a sister Rose
Koch; and 15 grandchildren.

The annual tailgate party that precedes the first home game of the season
is scheduled for September 10th prior to
the Trojan’s game with rival Paris Eagles.
Festivities will start at 6:00 p.m. on the
west side of gym, weather permitting.
Last year was the first time the
grassy area on the side of the gym was
used, but it turned out to be a delightful
setting.
Menu for the evening will be grilled
hamburgers and hot dogs and all the
trimmings. Make plans to come out
early and enjoy an evening with friends
before the game.

Daydog Picnic Planned
Plans are being laid for the annual
Daydog Picnic with new chairman
Brian Weisenfels ’86 spearheading
the event. The evening will begin with
Father Harold saying Mass at 4:00 p.m.
on October 9th in South Park. This will
be followed by a supper of chicken and
12

Obituaries
Gene Niemann ’53 died June 8,
2004, in Ft. Smith, AR. He was retired
from the sales department of Riverside
Furniture Company. He was a member
of St. Boniface Church where he served
as an usher and Eucharistic minister.
He is survived by his wife Mary;
two sons David and Phillip; and 9
grandchildren.
George Fritsche ’49 of Booneville, AR, died May 28, 2004. He was a
veteran of The Korean Conflict. He was
preceded in death by his wife Marge and
a sister Marie Anhalt.

Vincent Verfuerth ’32 of Silver
Springs, MD, died June 20, 2004, after
a lengthy illness. After graduating from
Subiaco he spent 33 years in the U.S.
Army. He began his career as an enlisted
man and held the rank of Colonel at his
retirement. Vincent served with General
Patton troops in North Africa, Sicily
and Italy during World War II.
After his army service he spent 10
years as executive with the Smithsonian
Institute in Washington, D.C.
His wife Angie preceded him in
death. He is survived by two sons,
Vincent ’60 and Richard; a daughter,
Ann Lynn Kennedy; two granddaughters Christine and Loren and a grandson
Mathew.

Development

Development Director’s Message
Anyone who spends even a small
amount of time doing e-mail or Internet these days will surely have received
many requests for prayer. Perhaps a
child is sick with some rare disease or
we are asked to pray for our country, its
leaders or our soldiers around the globe.
For this medium, it is something new.
But for us it is not new. While many
people feel the world has gone to the
Devil, many others are quite busy praying and working to save it.
I hope that you had an opportunity
to read the lead article in the last Abbey Message: All Together to Everlasting
Life. It explained the effort we here at
Subiaco Abbey are presently making
to get people to send us their prayer
requests. Of course, this is something
that we have always been doing, but we
want to make a big deal of it for a while
so that people will know that we are
really serious about wanting to pray for
and with you in your needs. So we want
you to feel free to send us your requests.
But even more, we want you to know
that we look forward to hearing from
you either by e-mail or phone or letter to let us know your needs so that we can

join you in praying for these things.
In his letter announcing our Abbey
Annual Fund drive recently, Abbot Jerome quoted one of the earliest monks,
St. Pachomius as saying: “God is calling me to help save the world.” Even
though he was headed off to the desert
and a life of prayer, he saw his calling as
important to the rest of the world.
And certainly we feel the same
way about this. For over 125 years,
thousands of people have counted on
the monks of Subiaco Abbey to be
here when they needed them. It could
have been the education of their son at
Subiaco Academy, the opportunity to
make a retreat here, or perhaps a Subiaco monk was the pastor in their parish.
Although very important, these are not
the main work of Subiaco monks.
St. Benedict reminds us often in
the Rule that the Work of God is our
main work. The “Work of God” is the
daily round of prayer, public and private, in which each monk is able to join
his own prayer with that of his fellow
monks. Together in our prayers we life
up our friends from around the world.
Our Mass every morning is offered for

our relatives,
friends and
benefactors.
Indeed, this
is our work:
to pray for
you and for
the entire
world. Fill out the blank below and let
us get busy!
May God Bless You,

BEQUESTS
During the last year, Subiaco Abbey
has received cash settlements from
fifteen estates.
Cecilia Ballard; Maria K. Bargiel;
Edward Dillon; Leo Fetsch;
Raymond Fuhrmann; Mary Gorrell;
Francis Hart; Katie Kern;
Edward Mikes; Carmel Miller;
Anna Pennartz; Gilbert Schmalz;
John Schmitt; Joseph Schodl;
Maudie Terbieten.

Please feel free to use the form below to send us your prayer requests.
I would like to have the monks pray with me for the following intention(s)

								
				

			

Send special card to:
Address
City						

			

State		

				

Zip

Mail to: Subiaco Abbey, 405 N. Subiaco Avenue, Subiaco, AR 72865-9798
or e-mail your intentions to us at develop@subi.org
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Knights of Columbus Volunteers
Volunteers are one thing that we
count when we are counting our blessings. For example, there are about 15
ladies who regularly help us and who
will be stuffing this The Abbey Message
in its envelope to prepare it for mailing.
Most recently, members of the
Knights of Columbus from many parts
of Arkansas contributed time and talent
to Subiaco Abbey during the week of
June 7-11, 2004. In one of the projects,
they rebuilt two sidewalks that had been
broken up by tree roots. The picture
accompanying this article shows three
of the group working on the sidewalk
from Coury House to the Guest Dining
Room, replacing it with paving stone.
Another sidewalk leading from Alumni
Hall to Heard Hall that had been
damaged over the years from freezing
was completely replaced. Other repairs
on the Subiaco Academy and Abbey
grounds include pouring a new manhole
cover that had been broken up by traffic
and removal of the roof of an old garage
that was in danger of falling down. Part

of the steel fence surrounding the farm
corral was wire brushed and repainted,
but time did not allow finishing that
job.
Many monks were seen wandering
by the various projects during the week,
inspecting the work and no doubt giving advice. But they were also thanking
the individual Knights for this service.
They and their work are greatly appreciated.
Annually this group has performed
volunteer service at Subiaco that we
very much appreciate. Last year they
resurfaced the tennis courts, recaulked
the church steps and painted the Abbey
Gazebo in East Park.
This year the group included J. O.
Blaty and Janes Zydzik from Russellville; Robert Fratest and Ed Weisenfels
from Greenbrier; Gene Gardner, Joe
Gray, Jerry Hiegel, John Hoffman,
Clem Kordsmeier, Doc Kordsmeier,
A.J. Hambuchen, and Ray Luyet from
Conway; Gilbert Koch, Tony Reith, and
Gene Hatwig from Ft. Smith; Ralph

Melenson and Ric Gremillion from Hot
Springs Village; Peter McNulty from
Dover and Alvin Lock from Little Rock.

Knights of Columbus Volunteers

Subiaco Begins Abbey Annual Appeal
by Fr. Richard Walz, OSB
I was looking back over some past
issues of The Abbey Message and specifically at some of the letters from the
Development Director. One letter from
Father David McKillin mentioned a
need on the part of the Development
Director to keep a “global” view of
his job. The challenge is to find ways
to meet the legitimate developmental
needs of all aspects of Subiaco Abbey:
“the monastic community, the Academy,
the Coury House, the Farm, and the
Health Center, so that each can move
forward together into the future.”
For several years now we have conducted an annual fund appeal in support of Subiaco Academy. This includes
14

a phonathon by students of the Academy and is directed toward people who
have some relationship to the Academy
- alumni, parents and former parents of
students. We realize that this has been
directed to only one part of what we are
doing here, even though we feel it is a
very important part - Subiaco Academy.
Beginning this year, 2004, we are
trying to present a more global view
of our needs and have divided this
Annual Fund Appeal into two parts.
From January to June the emphasis will
continue to be on the school and will
include the annual phonathon by the
students of the Academy. Then, from
July to December, we will be drawing

attention to the needs of the monastery - operational expenses, the special
care of our aging Fathers and Brothers,
and the education of our new members
in colleges and seminaries. Keeping all
these needs in mind will be the goal of
the Abbey Annual Appeal. You should
have received in the mail during the last
couple of weeks, an initial letter explaining this appeal together with a newly
created brochure looking at the various
works of the Subiaco monks. We are
very thankful to the many who over the
years have supported so well the works
of the Subiaco monks, and we assure
you all of our prayers.

Development

Abbey Renovation Proceeding as Planned
“Work on the renovation of the
monastic living quarters is progressing very much on schedule” according
to Brother Eric Loran, who has taken
over the job of “monk representative”
overseeing the construction work. He
and Sam Little, our Maintenance Director, meet each Wednesday with Darell
Jackson, the Project Superintendent;
Wally Sprick, Architect; Ken Hart, the
General Superintendent for SSI, the
construction company, and any Subcontractors that might be called in to
report their progress. Word comes from
this group that “all is on track, if not
slightly ahead of the planned schedule.” The “planned schedule” that has
been talked about from time to time is
Christmas Day 2004. What a Christmas
present that would be!
As was reported in the last Abbey
Message, most of the work up to that
time had been destruction – ripping
out the old room partitions as well as
the plumbing and electrical equipment,
which had been the source of so many
problems over recent years. We were all
very much amazed at how many truckloads of rubble had to be hauled away
during this phase of the work.
In late March, work began in
earnest on the constructive part of the
renovation. Room partitions were first
drawn on the floor and then began to
be erected. New plumbing and conduit
for future wiring began to appear. Some
larger installations were moved into
place, such as shower stalls. At this writing in the middle of June the plumbing
is in place and the conduit has been
installed. Almost overnight it seems the
sheetrock walls were put into place, and
the rooms began to look like real rooms.
It has suddenly become possible to “see”
what a room will look like. The dream is
nearing reality.
Some major works that have been
completed in the last three months

ers are not present. Br. Eric noted: “This
has been a great help as some design
errors or questions have been presented
to me that we had not thought of. By
far these changes and alterations are
small - a wall moved a few inches, lights
in closets that were not provided, little
nooks added for possible future book
shelves, etc.”
Watching the work go on day after

Bathroom Partitions on 2nd Floor Jewett

include a new roof on the Jewett Annex part of the construction and new
insulated windows installed on all levels
of the renovation. Some initial jackhammer work was done on the elevator
shaft, but we expect quite a bit more
noise before this project is in place.
In early June the kitchen was shut
down for two weeks in order to install
the electrical conduits, water pipes etc.,
for heat/air and the fire sprinkler pipes
that must pass through the kitchen ceiling in order to gain access to the heart
of the monastery building above it. Our
kitchen manager, Jacob Carey, set the
time for this shutdown since he was the
most affected. We didn’t stop eating
around here during that time though!
The kitchen staff managed to use the
old bakery area, since it is not currently
being used to make peanut brittle.
The peanut brittle operation begins in
September.
Although not part of the committee, many monks have been unofficial
overseers of the work, walking through
the area to check on progress in the evenings and on weekends when the work-

Church Tower Reflects in New Window

day helps us all to realize again just
how complex this business of building
can be. It also helps us to appreciate
the work that has gone into the planning of all the activities. But more than
anything else it reminds us of the many
benefactors of Subiaco Abbey that have
made this work possible. We know
without a doubt that it would not be
taking place were it not for the many
generous donations made to the Journey
of Faith Capital Campaign. So while
we watch the work take place, we are
thankful in our hearts for the many generous friends we have, and we lift them
up to God in our prayers.
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Fr. Hugh
cont’d from page 8
of scholastics, vocation director, subprior, formation director, retreatmaster,
chaplain, missionary, museum caretaker,
groundskeeper, ad infinitum. With a
gracious smile, Fr. Hugh welcomes anyone needing assistance.
As Fr. Hugh retires from the teaching profession after 44 years, he can
now begin seeing the fruits of his labors
in the many hundreds of his former students who are making the world a better
place because of the solid Christian edu-

cation that they received at Subiaco. To
many of these students, Fr. Hugh’s name
is synonymous with the name Subiaco
Academy.
As a monk of Subiaco Abbey—with
its shortage of religious vocations—Fr.
Hugh’s monastic responsibilities are
staggering. One of his responsibilities,
as choirmaster and organist, is the daily
preparation of the liturgy. Probably
few realize how demanding it must be
to have something prepared each day,

year after year. But Fr. Hugh has always
balanced his indoor work with outdoor
work. For decades he has kept the
lawns and fields mowed on the academy
premises, plus the manicuring of the abbey cemetery, with its challenging slopes
and all the trimming. One can bet that
it will be a long time coming before Fr.
Hugh truly retires from these “fields” of
labor—the Opus Dei and the grounds
of the abbey and academy!

Upcoming Retreats and Events at Coury House
July 18 – 22:
Discernment Retreat: A retreat for men 18 – 40. Br. Francis 		
			
Kirchner, OSB, Director. Join in the monastic prayer 		
			
schedule, conferences, and seeking the guidance of the
			
Holy Spirit.
July 23 – 25:
Latin Mass Community Men’s Retreat. Fr. Joseph Hearty, fssp, Dir
July 27 – 29:
Latin Mass Community Women’s Retreat. Fr. Joseph Hearty, fssp.
Aug. 1 – 4:
Diocese of Little Rock Catholic School Principals Retreat.
Aug. 8 – 15:
Subiaco Academy week of registration.
Aug. 19:
Association of Fundraising Professionals Seminar.
Aug. 20 – 22: Diocese of Memphis Diaconate Aspirants Retreat.
Aug. 25 – 29: Association of Benedictine Retreat Center Directors Conference.
Aug. 30 – Sept. 3:Connected In Christ; A retreat for Methodist Ministers.
Sept. 3 – 5:
Healing Retreat: Fr. Placidus Eckart, OSB Director
		
For spiritual guidance and healing life’s hurts.
Sept. 10 – 12: The Matt Talbot AA Retreat for Men. Fr. Brendan Miller, OSB, Dir
Sept. 12 – 17: Connected In Christ; A retreat for Methodist Ministers.
Sept. 17 – 19: Subiaco Abbey Benedictine Oblates Retreat. Br. Mel Stinson, OSB
Sept. 23 – 24: Holy Trinity Episcopal Retreat, Hot Springs Village, AR
Oct. 1 – 3:
Charismatic Retreat. Sponsored by the Glory of Zion Charismatic
			
Prayer Community.
Oct. 3 – 8:
Connected In Christ; A retreat for Methodist Ministers.
Oct. 8 – 10:
St. Michael’s Youth Retreat. West Memphis, AR.
Oct. 12 – 14:
Mountain Home and Hot Springs Village Retreat.
Oct. 15 – 17:
Women’s Retreat.

Coury House Weekend Retreat rates include two nights and six meals.
A shared room: $95. Private room: $130. Married couple: $175.
Rates for private retreats or days of recollection are available upon request.
The Coury House office is open Monday thru Saturday from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm
Call us at: 479-934-4411 or 934-1290
The Coury House Book Store and Gift Shop
offers quality religious articles and books for spiritual growth and direction.
Call Br. James Lindsey, OSB at: 479-934-4041 or 479-934-1292
Check our web site: www.subi.org or e-mail us at: couryhouse@subi.org
Or chgifts@subi.org
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