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Giving an Account
by Fr. Hugh Assenmacher and Fr. Mark Stengel
Ed Note: Fr. Hugh Assenmacher turned 75 years old this past February and celebrated 50 years of priesthood on May 15. For
61 years, he has been one of the most well known “faces” of Subiaco Abbey and Academy. On the occasion of his Jubilee, he was asked
a series of questions which attempted to draw out the essence of the man, monk, and priest.
Fr. Hugh was born in Billings, Missouri, on February 16, 1933, and was christened Gerald Anthony, the second child of
Clement and Mary Assenmacher. He and his two brothers attended the local parochial school, which was taught by Benedictine Sisters from St. Scholastica Monastery in Fort Smith, Arkansas. Here it was that vague ideas about a priestly vocation
crystallized as his 7th and 8th grade teacher, Sister Edith Willems (a native of Subiaco), spoke about Benedictine monks and
nuns. His parents and pastor supported his desire to come to Subiaco for high school, where he graduated in 1951. Two years
later, he professed vows as a Benedictine, receiving the name Hugh. Since then, except for several years at St. Louis University
working on a Masters Degree in history, and a one year assignment to Santa Familia
Monastery in Belize, he has been the most stable of monks, steadily present at
Subiaco Abbey.
Asked about his guides and models, he says: “The first Subiaco monk I ever
met was Fr. Clement Schmidt, who visited our home the summer before I came to
Subiaco. I was very impressed and he was very encouraging. Abbot Michael Lensing also was a big person in my life. I don’t even mind working in the abbey cemetery, as it gives me lots of opportunities to think about the various monks buried
there. Perhaps my favorite monk of all was Fr. Gall D’Aujourd’hui, who drowned
in 1902. Of course, I did not know him, but in reading his letters, I find him most
inspirational.”
In the classroom, Fr. Hugh made his mark as history teacher and boys’ choir
director. In the Abbey, he is identified as Abbey historian and as long-term choir
director. In his off-duty time, he is known as a voracious reader, outdoors explorer/
excursion leader, and as a relentless mower of lawns. Regarding his avocations,
he writes: “Probably most students and monks know me for my exploration of
local sites, trails, cemeteries, hills, streams, etc. Quite possibly if I would not have
become a monk I might easily have become a forest ranger or something like that.
Fr. Hugh Assenmacher, OSB
Subiaco Abbey fortunately is located in an area of great scenic beauty with many
possibilities for exploration and hiking. Also, I am happy with the fact that generations of Academy students have accompanied me on these ‘excursions’ and some of them have developed a great interest in and love of such things. This is very satisfying.”
Regarding his role as a teacher, he says: “Since most of my life has been in this capacity, I feel that it has been my most
fulfilling area of life, especially as a history teacher. It is fulfilling when alumni tell me that they have a great interest in things

historical, that they work with or attend historical re-enactments, visit historical sites, help in local historical societies, etc.”
About his yard work pursuits, he says: “I have always felt very strongly about Benedictines and manual labor. As a novice, I read the book, The Theology of Manual Labor, by Fr. Rembert Sorg, and have never forgotten it. So, I have always tried
to do some ‘sweaty’ work outside as much as possible, rather than office work. Even as a teacher, I did this. As a novice I was
assigned to work in the Inner Court of the Abbey and I still do the grass cutting and trimming there. Also, I can’t stand trash
on the school campus, so, for years I have ‘policed’ the grounds each school day. I have the greatest respect for hard-working
monks, whether this is manual labor or office work.”
To the question “What has been a challenging or difficult aspect of the religious life,” he answers: “In my younger days
as a monk, I often wondered if the ‘grass was greener’ in other monasteries, and, at times, this was a temptation. Of course,
living in a religious community has at times been difficult with such a variety of characters. But I realize that I too am one of
the characters that bothers others, at times.”
Asked about his “helps” for getting through tough times, he reveals his Germanic roots: “From my family background, I
have always heard that ‘When the going gets tough, the tough get going.’ I think that this is the main reason why I have persevered…plus, of course, advice from spiritual fathers and brothers, prayer, and patience. Probably patience and prayer have
been the greatest things I have used/done.”
Fr. Hugh was asked to share a story about some interesting character of Subiaco history, and he tells about Abbot
Paul (Paul Nahlen, Abbot 1938-1957): “I was a novice under
Abbot Paul, who was quite stern. As senior novice, I had
the job of being the sacristan for the Abbot’s private chapel.
Abbot Paul was a stickler for things and so the sacristan had
to be diligent. I tried to be very careful in cleaning, because
I had heard a lot of horror stories of former novices who had
been reprimanded for slovenly cleaning. One day the Abbot
called me in and said that his chapel was filthy. I was astonished at this and said that I tried to clean thoroughly. He
took me into the chapel and ran his finger above the transom
of the door, which I had forgotten to dust, never dreaming
that he would check there. I remembered this for a long time
afterwards and always dusted every conceivable place. Whole
books could be written just about Abbot Paul’s actions.”
Fr. Hugh at work mowing in the inner courtyard
His advice on the necessary ingredients for living the
monastic life happily and well is: “This is hard to answer, but for me I would say that regularity or faithfulness to the monastic way of life, faithfulness to prayer and holy reading—and other reading also—a certain amount of simplicity of life-style,
putting silence into one’s daily life, have been essential, at least for me.”
And finally, asked about his “bucket list,” he replied: “I don’t have a bucket list, other than the continuation of Subiaco
Abbey and myself as a part of it in the future.”
Happy Anniversary, Fr. Hugh! Your place in Subiaco Abbey is assured, for now and the future!

The Hope that Saves
In his encyclical on Christian hope, Pope Benedict XVI asks the question, In what does hope
consist, the hope that gives meaning to existence? – and he answers that true hope consists in the
knowledge of a Person, the loving God. Hope based on the conviction of science and ideas has
always fallen short, and continues to be hollow even as we advance and open up the mysteries of the
universe more and more. The Pope points to Paul’s words to the Ephesians: Before you met Christ,
you were “without hope and without God in the world” (Eph 2:12).
The knowledge of God in Christ is not merely speculative, a powerful idea, but is a present possession, a personal relationship. “Faith is the substance of what is hoped for and evidence of things
unseen” (Heb. 11:1). From the beginning believers who possessed this living hope, the indwelling
God, have been able to resist the false powers of this world and to give up the normal securities: “You joyfully accepted the
plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a better possession and an abiding one” (Heb. 10:34).
This security about themselves, a gift within, freed them to give themselves in service for others unreservedly and even to give
their lives.

However, we live in a world which is dominated not by hope in a Person, but hope in the progress of science and ideas.
The Pope presents a quick review of the history which brought this change about. He points to the expansion of thought
following the discovery of America, and especially to the influence of the philosopher Francis Bacon (1561-1626). Bacon saw
in the new scientific discoveries and technical achievements the dawn of a new era, when human dominion over creation, lost
through original sin, would be reestablished by human reason. Redemption is no longer to be sought in faith in Jesus Christ,
but in the exercise of reason unfettered by the shackles of tradition, especially the shackles of organized religion. Religion has
no part to play in human progress: it must stay out of the way of human reason and industry. The life of faith can be tolerated
as something private and personal, but it has become irrelevant for life in the “real” world.
The Enlightenment deepened this fascination with reason and paved the way for wonderful technological progress. But
the shadow side of reason separated from God soon revealed itself in the French Revolution. Immanuel Kant was swept up in
the initial euphoria of the Revolution and proclaimed that the transition of ecclesiastical faith to “pure religious faith” (driven
by human reason) is “the coming of the Kingdom of God.” From there it was a short path to the insight of Karl Marx, that it is
not God but human beings who must build this kingdom. In order to build a political base to support the freedom of science
and reason, they must overthrow the existing order. Once the restrictive world order is overthrown, the forces of science and
reason will produce the peaceable kingdom on earth.
This philosophy produced the Communist Revolution, but the kingdom did
not come. Marx, captivated by the desire to end human bondage, forgot that human
True hope consists in the
freedom is not only for good but also for evil.
knowledge of a Person,
Pope Benedict analyzes what we have learned from this recent history. The
the loving God.
liberation of human reason has given rise to a continuous progress in mastery of
... the world, with all its
the mysteries of nature, leading to positive advances in medicine, psychology, and
technology. Why has the social order not kept pace with the scientific? Why do we
scientific prowess, cannot
not advance in our ability to live as a human community but even seem to lose what
give the gift of hope.
we have gained? “In the field of ethical awareness and moral decision-making, there
is no similar possibility of accumulation for the simple reason that man’s freedom is
always new and he must always make his decisions anew” (paragraph 24). We know
that parents cannot hand on to their children readymade the life lessons they have
themselves learned. They can nurture their children in a way that positions them to make good choices, but all remain free to
choose good or evil. In the political world, one government follows another, making the same mistakes as before.
The human heart needs hope, but the world, with all its scientific prowess, cannot give the gift of hope. Guided only by
human reason and human freedom, the world is ultimately rudderless. Hope cannot be generated by the world but it does not
need to be, because the Creator offers hope as a gift to those who seek it beyond the appearances in God.

Abbey Journal
by Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB

April
The March “Journal” asked for dry weather, once the Abbey water supply had topped the spillway. Ha! Apparently the
suggestion was phrased far too mildly. We ended the month of March with just over 14 inches of rain and the deluges continued regularly through the months of this journal, ending with a flash flood of 3.25 inches the evening of June 13th. Streams
can’t get to us on our hilltop location, but we are still subject to a sort of internal flooding. In really heavy rains, the inner
court drains can’t handle the runoff and the water finds alternate routes to a lower level—namely through the Academy basement. This writer luckily was away that night, but those involved in the Wet-Vac and squeegee brigade said there had never
been so much water in the Academy recreation room.
Brother Anselm finally admitted defeat in his dealings with Gertrude, Hildegarde, Mechtilde, and Cecilia. These four ladies had become increasingly crotchety, doing what they pleased when they pleased—and you can’t have “out of control” women in a monastery. Of course these ladies are the four bells (not belles) that announce the time and summon to prayer. After
50 years, the mechanical controls were simply “shot.” Workmen disconnected the bells, and the four voluble ladies lapsed
into an eerie silence for some days. Technicians installed new clock “works” which answer to electronic commands from a

pushbutton control panel. Once they recovered their
voices, we found that Gertrude and the others pealed,
chimed, and tolled differently than before. After
some consternation, monks were invited to submit
all complaints, suggestions, and comments to Prior
David. After a month, a technician would return
to fine tune the voicing of the four bells. The trial
period featured the four-note “Westminster chime”
to announce the quarter hour. Abbey musicians held
their ears and gritted their teeth at the final note of
the chime—a “G” instead of the expected “F”—and
this chime was eliminated in the fine-tuning. Bells
sound one note only; there is no pitch adjustment for
a bell. The problem remains of training more folks
to operate the control panel. When the bell ringer is
absent, there may be no bells announcing that hour of
Office. Fr. Hugh says that the computer panel doesn’t
Br. Anselm working on the Abbey bells
“like” him, or knows that he is afraid of it, and so it
will not respond properly to him. Shades of HAL.
On Thursday, April 10, the Diocese of Little Rock finally received a bishop, after a two-year sede vacante. He is Bishop
Anthony Taylor, a priest from the Diocese of Tulsa. Welcome, Bishop Taylor. More on him later.
After another deluge of 4.25 inches, it turned cold and freeze warnings were posted for April 13th and 14th. Brother
Joseph burned hay in the vineyard the second night, and the official low was 33º, so we thought that the vineyard had been
spared. A week later, Matt Post, the patriarch of the Post Familie Winery, examined our vineyard and gave the bad news.
Some varieties, especially the Black Ives, had been badly damaged. We expect now maybe half a crop this year, following last
year’s total loss. The official weather station is on top of the hill. An unofficial thermometer in the vineyard, some 250 yards
away, down the hill, showed 24º.
Fr. Andrew Wewer died early in the morning of April 17. At the age of 94, he was the oldest member of the community,
a title he relinquished to Fr. Paul, who is just over a year younger. Fr. Andrew had lived in semi and then full retirement in the
Abbey Health Center for many years. At the funeral Mass, Abbot Jerome spoke of Fr. Andrew’s serene acceptance of “things
he could not change.” He was a master craftsman who was able to fashion parts for machinery or replicate an intricate gadget
from a photograph.
Br. Augustine Konitzer, 82, is supposed to be retired too, but he could not resist venturing to the candle-making shop.
When a light bulb burned out, he climbed a ladder to replace it, and fell onto his face, producing an absolutely classic “shiner.”
The story is that he got to his feet, discovered no broken bones, and went right back up the ladder, and showed who was boss
of the situation.

May
Friends and benefactors gathered the afternoon of May 3 to help us celebrate the 130th anniversary of the foundation of
the monastery in 1878. A 4:00 p.m. Mass was followed by a banquet in the Round House, the St. Benedict Parish hall. Academy students in “Sunday dress” served the meal. The boys always strive to look good and to do good at such events. Abbot
Jerome thanked the guests for their involvement in our life and ministry, and enumerated the next projects and plans on the
drawing board. All these festivities caused us to miss the running of the Kentucky Derby. One of the guests semi-surreptitiously concocted mint juleps for anyone she thought might be interested.
Bermuda sod was laid in the mall area west of St. Benedict Church, the week of May 12. This is heavy, grubby work.
After the maintenance department tired themselves out the first day, they were quite willing to accept volunteers the second
and third day. By Thursday, the sod was in place. All—teachers, coaches, students, monks—got to engage in a little shared
“labora,” and we certainly offered extra “ora” for these helpers. The sod was slow to take hold, but by the end of May, was
looking good. That’s when the Alumni Reunion gave it a major test. One of the main venues for the reunion is under and
around a big striped tent erected on the mall. The new grass was beaten down a bit, but came back strongly after the reunion.
Right now the mall is just sod. Shrubs, trees, flowers, and an irrigation system will come later.
Thirty-seven seniors graduated on May 17. The weather cooperated—clear, and not too hot in the sun of the inner court.
Dr. E. J. Chauvin, Subiaco graduate of 1977, was the commencement speaker. He reflected on the mission statement of the

Academy. In reference to the statement about “respect for authority” he commented that
anyone who is married knows all about being under authority! Underclassmen stayed on
for another week for their finals. I wonder whether teachers assigned to give the final in
that last period on Saturday morning just before departure, actually count the exam in
their grading. It hardly seems fair.
The faculty had to wait a few more days before freedom (correcting and grading). On
May 28th, most of the faculty gathered at the Abbey cabin on Lake Dardanelle for relaxed
boating, fishing, talking, eating—featuring Coach Stovall’s famous Cajun étouffée—,
horseshoe pitching, and music—featuring Gary Kinney and Roy Goetz singing the blues.
A few lasted till midnight, which is getting to be really late for the faculty! Br. Jude and
Fr. Mark stayed on to tidy up the grounds for the Summer Camp sessions in June. Water
weeds had advanced to block access to the boat ramp, so they tried various means to clear
the area. Five or six “islands” of these floating waterweeds were towed out into the bay and
set adrift. A passing jet-skier zigzagged through these new islands, probably wondering
Dr. Chauvin at graduation exercises
whether he had made a wrong turn into the Sargasso Sea.

June
The good weather for the Alumni Reunion weekend held just long enough for visitors to get on the road on Sunday, June
1. Then a ferocious storm front moved through, hitting Paris, six miles west, especially hard. Seventy-mile-an-hour winds
downed hundreds of trees, power lines, and demolished several buildings. Much of Paris was without power for four days.
Sadly, an electrical worker was killed as he made repairs, and several other workers were badly hurt in the accident. Community Outreach Services of Paris brought all their frozen food to the Abbey’s large walk-in freezer. The Abbey lost power for four
hours, which led to another accident. Climbing to re-set a clock, Br. Gabriel fell and badly bruised some ribs.
About ten monks attended our new bishop’s ordination in Little Rock on June 5. Bishop Taylor seemed very happy to be
in Arkansas, and the crowd of 3500 welcomed him enthusiastically. The three-hour ceremony included an impressive anointing with chrism. There was nothing minimalistic about it. Main consecrator Archbishop Beltran of Oklahoma City tilted the
flask and liberally poured oil over Fr. Taylor’s head, until it ran down upon his moustache (no beard). The newly-oiled bishop
was either overcome by emotion or had gotten oil in his eye. In his homily, Beltran jokingly urged the new bishop to strive for
greater stability than his predecessor. Bishop Sartain, present for the occasion, had been plucked away from Arkansas after only
five years to serve the larger diocese of Joliet, Illinois.
Sunday afternoon, June 8, a call came in to the Prior’s office: “This is Br. Joseph (Koehler). I’m here in the Logan County
jail!” This provided grist for much commentary at evening recreation: “It’s about time the law caught up with you.” “They
had to just let you go. Who would have paid any bail?” “I’m sure you didn’t get out for good behavior.” The prosaic truth is
that a sheriff ’s deputy had given him a ride to the jail, and to a telephone, after he and Br. Edward were stranded on the flanks
of Mt. Magazine with a broken-down vehicle. Here’s a case where it’s a lot more fun not to know the truth, and just run with
the imagination. Before leaving the topic of recreation bantering, I must include Fr. Richard’s comment to Fr. William. Richard, looking down at William’s white hair, said: “Willy, do you know that you have a little dark spot in your hair on top?” At
such moments, someone is likely to murmur “Ecce quam bonum…,” the opening verse of Psalm 133: “Behold how good and
how pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity.”
June 9 was Jubilee Day. Fr. Hugh marked 50 years as a priest, and Fr. Brendan 25. Near the end of the Jubilee Mass, the
lights flickered several times and then went out. Happy Hour and the Jubilee dinner proceeded in the deepening twilight, and
dishwashing by candlelight followed in the kitchen. Next came Vespers by flashlight, with the special “flashlight rubrics” in
force. Our retreatmaster then gave the opening conference. Abbot Marcel Rooney said that in view of the circumstances, he
would greatly condense his remarks—to about an hour and a half! Br. Anselm had the emergency generator going by the time
we exited from the conference. He had calmly enjoyed the happy hour and dinner before worrying about the generator. One
seldom sees Anselm agitated or frantic.
Retired Abbot Marcel of Conception Abbey spoke to us about entering more deeply into the liturgy. Liturgy is his specialty, and he provided many insights into the roots of our words and actions in the Mass and sacraments. Someone innocently
asked a question about the ICEL (International Committee for English in the Liturgy) translation of the Mass texts, and soon
found out that this is a “hot button” issue for him. There was no doubt that he does not accept the principle of “dynamic
equivalence,” not at all.
Honeybees are mysteriously disappearing all over the country. Maybe they all came here when the linden trees were in
bloom. These trees were vibrating with bees, and the buzzing verged on being scary as the nectar was harvested. Brother Ste-

phen Babek, Subiaco’s almost legendary beekeeper, attributed special curative properties to linden honey.
Abbot Jerome had a surprise announcement at the annual General Chapter meeting on June 13. A gas well drilling company had contacted him, asking whether the Abbey could provide shale for the construction of well drilling pads. Maintenance
director Sam Little located a site and permission was given to take out enough shale for one pad. Then the community can
assess the operation and make a decision about future shale mining. There is no doubt that such mining makes an unsightly
gash in the forested hillside. However, it does no permanent damage except to the natural topography of the area, which can
be planted back to pine after the shale is removed. Or—as some of us who investigated the site proposed—the resulting flat
area might itself serve as a pad for drilling a gas well. So we face, right here, some hard choices about land use, environmental
concerns, energy policies.
Summer Camp began the week following retreat. It is amazing that alumni volunteers are able to staff a two-week camp
for more than 100 boys each week. We monks provide some transportation (Br. Adrian & Fr. Leonard), a boat driver (Br. Michael), moral and spiritual support—and that’s it. Volunteers do all the rest. Our young, and not so young, alumni, and some
wives too, must enjoy this exhausting work, besides wanting to contribute to Subiaco. If they don’t get a lot of satisfaction and
some fun from their service, then we must have produced many saints, practically martyrs, in the Academy. Anyway, thanks to
all who continue to give of themselves so generously year after year.
At month’s end, we are still waiting for the first ripe tomatoes. Even with global warming, it seems that tomatoes simply
will not be rushed. Brother Adrian says that the first sweet corn is just about ready, and we’ve been feasting on plums and
blackberries. Temperatures have only reached the low 90s, and water is still running over the spillway. Tarantulas have been
on the move, something usually seen only in the Fall. With gas at $4 a gallon, we may be spending more time pondering such
mysteries of nature—and that may be a good thing.

Consciencing Your Vote
Editor John Norton of Our Sunday Visitor asked for feedback in the June 8 issue on the thorny
question faced by politicians with strongly held moral convictions. When prevailing law or pending legislation runs counter to these moral principles, politicians often resort to the dodge: “While
personally opposed to ---, I must uphold the current law of the land.” Or “Though I personally find
this practice morally repugnant, I cannot legislate or impose my moral convictions on others.” Can a
politician, in good conscience, make such a separation between personal belief and public policy?
I think not. Refusing to support and promote one’s personal sense of right and wrong does not
advance the cause of democracy, the search for a “more perfect union.” It rather short-circuits the
process. Only if we lived in an already perfect society could one refuse to tamper with or re-examine
current law. The judiciary’s job is not to question existing law, but only to interpret it. The legislative branch must constantly be seeking to change existing law to make it better serve the common
good. In a democracy, each individual is charged with advocating his/her sense of the common good. The moral teachings of
one’s faith community certainly have a place in forming a sense of the personal and communal good. But if one only has such
a conscience, but does not act—in the public forum—according to that conscience, what good is it? As St. James says about
faith without works, it is dead.
Bad laws will never be changed, the common good will not be served, unless men and women of conscience act and vote
and legislate according to their conscience. For a Catholic, a sincere attempt to know and understand and to put into practice
the moral teachings of the Church is a requirement for being a good Catholic—and a good citizen.

Academy

Chauvin ’77 addresses graduates of ’08
Thirty-seven seniors graduated Saturday,
May 17, in the Subiaco Academy Inner Court.
Mass was at 8 a.m. and commencement ceremonies began at 10 a.m.
The commencement speaker was Dr. E. J.
Chauvin, a 1977 graduate of Subiaco Academy.
He served as commander of the 936th FST in the
Anbar Province in Iraq in 2003. Chauvin is a cardiovascular and thoracic surgeon in Conway, AR.
Valedictorian for the class is Joseph Post, the
son of Dr. Peter ‘73 and Bernadette Post of Morrilton, AR; the salutatorian is Matthew Sharum,
the son of Leo ‘79 and Debbie Sharum of Fort
Smith, AR.
This 121st graduating class boasts 17 honor
graduates. The average composite score of these
graduates is 28.6 on the ACT, scoring better than
93% of the students taking the test nationwide.
Four of the seniors were designated as Arkansas Distinguished Governor’s Scholars: Joseph
Post, Matthew Sharum, Jacob Didion and Daniel
Harrison. International scholarships are rare, but
four of the seven international students in this
class received scholarship offers. Twenty-seven of
the 37 received at least one scholarship offer.
Hats-in-the-air immediately after graduation

First two endowed chairholders named
by Br. Ephrem O’Bryan, OSB
Two Subiaco Academy faculty members, Gary Kinney and Hermina Fox, were named May 2, 2008, as the recipients of the
first two Subiaco Academy Endowed Faculty Chairs. This program, probably unique in area high schools, was established by
the Academy Board of Trustees on January 20, 2007, and was funded by generous donations of Academy alumni and friends.
Headmaster Roy Goetz praised Kinney “as a teacher who engages students on all skill levels, as one who volunteers his time
as ‘the voice of the Trojans’, as a sponsor of extracurricular outdoor activities such as hiking and kayaking, and as a musician
performing with various faculty and student groups.” Hermina Fox is a teacher of English and journalism (school newspaper,
yearbook, literary magazine), and in the words of Greg Timmerman, Dean of Men, “a loyal and dedicated faculty member, and
the Academy’s unflappable point person for Prom, Homecoming, and a plethora of extracurricular activities.”
Each of the honored chair holders will receive a stipend and funds for their respective departments; other full-time teachers
will also benefit financially from this program.
The Endowed Chairs are named in honor of the following two monks of Subiaco Abbey:
Fr. Robert Lazzari, OSB, a 1937 Subiaco Academy graduate, who served as principal of Laneri High School in Fort Worth,
Texas, and as headmaster of Subiaco Academy. Fr. Robert died in 1996.
Abbot Jerome Kodell, OSB, a 1957 graduate of Subiaco Academy, is currently the Abbot of Subiaco Abbey.

Competitions highlight Subiaco talent

Several events and competitions showcased the talent of Subiaco students as the school year came to an end.
The Cultural Awareness at Subiaco Academy Club (CASA) gave their seventh annual presentation to local schools. Each
year the CASA club focuses on the diversity of cultures present in the student body at Subiaco Academy. This year’s theme was
“You Can’t Judge a Book by it’s Cover.”
The two-hour show was composed of slideshows, workout exercises, cultural awareness speeches, cultural cooking, a foreign language lesson, and a record pantomime.
Four area schools – Magazine, County Line, St. Joseph in Paris, and Booneville – attended the performance.
Since November, CASA members have been preparing for their presentation, and all members of the club participated.
Several teachers and students also assisted with demonstrations.
The music department, both instrumental and voice, hit the road Friday, April 4. The Jazz band headed to Memphis, Tennessee, to perform at the Civil Rights Museum to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King’s death, and
to perform at Graceland, home of Elvis Presley.
Band members and chaperones also visited many of the attractions in Memphis. They toured the Gibson Guitar Factory
and Sun Records.
In the evening, the band was treated to dinner on a riverboat on the Mississippi River.
The Choir and SubiTones headed in the opposite direction to Dallas for their campaign. After a six-hour drive, the group
participated in a two-hour master’s class with Chris Crook, director of St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church in Plano, TX.
Afterwards, they ate at a Korean restaurant.
At the Majestic Theater, they performed in front of judges. The Choir and SubiTones were each awarded a superior rating
and a trophy. The SubiTones also received a trophy for Outstanding Performance.
The Choir and SubiTones were treated to a day at Six Flags over Texas.
Thirteen math students placed
in the top three positions in the
30th annual regional math competition March 11.
Hobin Lee, a sophomore from
Ujeongbu, South Korea, placed
third in the region in the state-wide
Stock Market Game which culminated in mid-April.
Mr. John Beuerlein, a graduate of ’71, donated $1000 for prize
money to Subiaco students who
competed in the state contest.
Twenty-eight teams participated.
Lee and sponsor, Mrs. Dianne
Hart, attended a winner’s banquet
in Little Rock May 7.
The journalism department
received excellent ratings for all
three of the school publications
at the Arkansas Scholastic Press
Association awards convention:
the yearbook PAX, the newspaper
The Periscope, and the ’07 literary
magazine The Cynic’s Garden.
Three writers received superior ratings for their work: Hunter
Brendel of Corpus Christi, TX, for
editorial and feature story writing;
Buck Butler of Lubbock, TX, for
sports column; and Michael Bush
of Indianapolis, IN, for reviews.
Jazz Ensemble at Sun Records

School entertains grandparents
Grandparents Day was once again a success as
over 100 grandparents came to visit the school and
their grandsons Monday, May 5.
A yearly event held in early May, Grandparents
Day has been held the last four years.
After eating lunch with the grandson as an escort,
each grandparent was given a tour of the school and a
chance to visit teachers. The choir, SubiTones and Jazz
band performed in the Joe and Anna Walter Auditorium. Student art work was displayed in the Art Gallery
of the Performing Arts Center.
Grandparents came from as far away as Texas,
Oklahoma, Missouri and Minnesota.
“Grandparents love this occasion to be here and
meet with their grandsons. We would have a revolt if
we tried to cancel this yearly event,” said Fr. Richard,
who coordinates the planning of the day.

l-r Grandmothers, Virginia Cox and Betty Post, along with aunt, Suzanne Post,
visiting with senior, Joseph Post, on Grandparents Day

Quiz Bowl finals air on AETN
The Subiaco Quiz Bowl team placed second in the 4A state Quiz Bowl competition held Saturday, April 19, live on the
Arkansas Educational Television Network station.
The team lost to Huntsville 260 - 195.
The team played in the regional tournament at Dardanelle April 5, defeating Arkansas Baptist, Booneville and Jonesboro
Westside to earn a berth in the finals.
Matthew Sharum, a four-year member of the team, was named Most Valuable Player of the 4A tournament by answering
the most questions. He received a $250 scholarship and has an opportunity to play on a tournament team.
“Matthew Sharum has been a great team member and captain; we will miss him,” said sponsor Ms. Alane Freerksen.
The team received a $1600 scholarship award to be divided among the members.
“There are three juniors on the team; I expect them to step up and assume a leadership role next year now that Matthew
has graduated,” said Ms. Freerksen.

The Subiaco Quiz Bowl team on the set of the AETN television station for the 4A state match against Huntsville April 19

Alumni

2008 Alumni Reunion Weekend

50th anniversary class of 1958

Tim Sandhop ’78, Br. Adrian ’62 and Tyler Schluterman
(sophomore) on the tennis courts

Casino night enjoyed by Dale Schumacher ’71, Dianna Schumacher, Rose
Bezner, Connie Chudy ’47 and Weldon Bezner ’47
E.J. ’66 & Elaine Schad talking with Br. Louis ’48 at Saturday
night banquet. The Schads were the winners of the 200 Club Gator.

Br. Ephrem ’60 awarding Tim Sandhop ’78
the tennis award at the Sunday brunch

Rupert Hoenig ’50 and Michael Darring ’68
golfing on Friday

Nick ’01 & Stephen ’01 Tencleve in a corner
enjoying the Saturday night banquet

Reunion great success
It seemed like the good Lord even thought it was a good reunion because He held off the storm until the afternoon on
Sunday.
Activities began with a golf tournament, under the direction of Josh Tritt ’00, at the Lion’s Den Golf Course in Dardanelle.
The largest field of players ever, took to the links and when it was over three two-somes tied for the lead with scores of two
under par. Al Berry ’61 and son Mike, Greg Timmerman and Brad Kent and Pete ’64 and Bryan ’96 Meesey drew straws to
split the prize money.
Friday evening saw 325 Alums and families come through the serving lines of the walk-around-spread put together by the
food service crew. Br. Joseph Koehler ’58 and Br. Tobias DeSalvo ’63 manned the wine table helping keep all in good cheer.
President Bill Schwartz opened the annual business meeting of the Association welcoming everyone back. Following
the usual recognition of deceased members, Jubilarians and anniversary classes, reports were given from various departments
highlighted by Mrs. Chandra Rush, Academy College Counselor, who lined out the accomplishments of the senior class of
2008 and some of their plans for college. Abbot Jerome introduced Gary Kinney as a new Honorary Alumnus. In his report to
the gathered alumni, Abbot Jerome explained the changes being made in the structure of the Academy Board of Trustees. The
new board will be smaller for better efficiency, and will have greater authority than the boards of the past. Also in the very near
future a foundation board will be established to help with the finances of the school.
The winners of the following scholarships were announced: Fr. Christopher – Christopher Trachier, Fr. Clement – Andres
Martin-de-Nicolas, and Coach Maus – John Rex Spivey. These scholarships are awarded based on merit.
While the Alumni were conducting their business meeting, the Ladies Auxiliary were enjoying a brunch in the Parish Hall
across the road from the campus. The feature of the meal was a “Purse-onality” sale. The Auxiliary also sponsored a Silent
Auction during the Reunion. Income for the “Purse-onality” sale and the auction is used to fund the scholarship given by the
Auxiliary.
Reunion Mass was offered by Fr. Gregory Pilcher ’68 assisted by Deacon Larry Lipsmeyer ’58. At the close of Mass, Ralph
Oliver ’46 was honored with a Distinguished Alumnus Award. He was presented the award by Abbot Jerome, surrounded by a
group of former winners of the award.
Following the evening meal, the tables were moved out of the tent and the Fort Smith Knights of Columbus Casino Team
moved in and set up equipment for an evening session with Lady Luck. The gambling period was followed by a spirited auction with Danny Eckelhoff ’65 serving in the role of auctioneer. He was
ably assisted by Brian Weisenfels ’86 and Bruce Reeves ’84. Nino Ardemagni ’91 furnished gifts for the auction.
At breakfast on Sunday morning Pat Nolte ’78 took the reins of the
Association for the coming year. Abbot Jerome announced the new Directors of the organization. Those elected at the business meeting were Mike
Mangione ’82, Mike Welch ’70 and Joe Spivey ’77. The Abbot’s selections
for the Board were Louis Seiter ’56 and Larry Meinert ’72. He also named
Steve Osborn ’74 to fill the spot left vacant by Drew Daniel ’76, who
moved into the position of President-elect.
Winners of the tennis tournament were Jack Borengasser ’42 and Tim
Sandhop ’78. James Tessaro ’50 won the Hole-in-One contest.
At their meeting the Ladies Auxiliary re-elected Donna McDonald
as President, Kerri Franz as President-elect, Sonya Meinert as Treasurer,
Mary Lynn Holland as Secretary and Robin Mangione as Past President.
They elected Kerri Franz to the Ladies Auxiliary Board and Abbot Jerome
appointed Suzanne Spivey.
The final event of the reunion was the drawing for the 200 Club winners. The John Deere Gator was won by E. J. Schad ’66 of Valley View,
Texas. The $500 prize was won by Charles Anderson ’76 and the $250
prizes were won by Camp Subiaco and Elfrieda Hundt.
New president, Pat Nolte, addressing the gathering at
Sunday morning brunch

Ralph Oliver named Distinguished Alumnus
This year the Alumni Association chose to honor Ralph Oliver
‘46 as a Distinguished Alumnus. He was presented the honor after the
annual reunion Mass on Saturday, May 31st.
Ralph was born in Tulsa, OK, in 1928 to pioneer Tulsa businessman Roy Oliver and his wife Grace. He was awarded the Coury Cup
for outstanding athletic achievement as a junior and in his senior year
he was elected class president and received the Pereyra Award for Unselfishness. Following his graduation in 1946, he attended Oklahoma
A&M where he met his future wife Betty Bailey. Together they raised
five children including two Subiaco graduates.
In 1948 he joined his father in the Roy Oliver Jewelry and Loan
Company located in downtown Tulsa. The years following the war
were a time of dramatic change and growth in Tulsa, and Ralph was a
well-known and respected member of the downtown business community. He was a longtime participant in Downtown Tulsa Unlimited, a group of successful Tulsa businessmen involved in the local community. He was a leader in the evolution of the pawn loan business in
Oklahoma and worked with state and local leaders in the development
and implementation of the Oklahoma Pawnshop Act of 1972.
Under his management the business created a retail environment
that represented a major departure from the stereotypical pawnshop
image of the day. As a result of his personal philosophy, insight and
leadership, the business rapidly expanded. At the time of his retireDistinguished Alumnus Ralph Oliver
ment in 1988 the Roy Oliver Jewelry and Loan Company was the
highest volume pawn loan institution in Oklahoma and one of the
largest in the Southwest.
Ralph has always been devoted to his family and faith. His strong personal belief in the equality of all people regardless of
color, creed, or financial standing was a cornerstone of his business philosophy. He developed long lasting business and personal relationships with people from all walks of life. Ralph is a longtime member of St. Anne’s Catholic Church in Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma. He displays what it means to be a Subi-man; spirituality, honesty, integrity, loyalty, and character are evident in all
that he does. A gentleman, even from his early days at Subiaco, his children cite him as the perfect role model.
Upon retirement and the passing of his wife, Ralph expanded his interest and investment in the cattle industry. He later
married longtime friend, Dorothy Mullen, and together they maintain an active lifestyle, enjoying the company and support of
family and friends at their ranch home near Broken Arrow, Oklahoma.
Ralph is a humble man who has lived life worthy of recognition. He constantly expresses a deep gratitude for the many
blessings that God has showered upon him. What a wonderful thing it would be to look back at life and be able to say “I
wouldn’t change a thing!” Ralph Oliver has lived such a life.

Obituaries
Vincent “Buddy” Sokora ’47 passed away April 23, 2008, in Stuttgart, AR. He was 77 years old.
He attended Loyola University of New Orleans and the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. He was a Fourth Degree
member of the Knights of Columbus and served on their Exemplification team from 1957 until 2004. An avid football fan, he
was the color commentator for Riceland Football in Stuttgart for many years. He was always ready for a duck hunt and hosted
many final day cookouts. He was a member of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Catholic Church in Slovak and Holy Rosary Catholic
Church in Stuttgart. His wife, Elizabeth Anne (Betty), preceded him in death in 2004. He is survived by four daughters, Barbara Wood, Beverly Pond, Brenda Jeter and Bonnie Griffin; a son, Jimmy; and nine grandchildren.
Marion Hartz ’41 passed away on June 14. We will include an obituary in the next issue.

Development

Development Director’s Message
The Abbey Development Office
has kept consistent records of giving to
Subiaco Abbey and Academy since July
1992. This includes gifts of cash, stock
and other monetary gifts. After the end
of each calendar year we issue a tax letter
to all who have given $250 or more during that year. But for our own records
we also include a cash value for gifts-inkind and volunteer services rendered to
Subiaco Abbey and Academy.
The cumulative total of all gifts,
gifts-in-kind and gifts of services since
July 1, 1992, determines one’s ranking
on our Raven Board.
The Platinum Raven recognizes
those benefactors whose cumulative contributions amount to $100,000 or more.

The Golden Raven recognizes gifts
between $25,000 to $99,999.
The Silver Raven applies to giving
in the range of $10,000 to $24,999.
And finally, the Bronze Raven is
given to donors that have made gifts
totaling between $5,000 and $9,999.
All these gifts represent benefactors
who have shared with us in the work of
Subiaco Abbey and Academy, and we
greatly appreciate this. Presently there
are 589 members in the four categories mentioned above, demonstrating
significant support over the years.
Each year when we close our books
for another fiscal year at the end of
June, we send a letter to all those who
have either joined or advanced in our

Raven Assembly, thanking
them for their
generosity and
announcing
their advance.
In the box
below you can
see the number who have qualified this year.
We are thankful to those and to all
who continue to support the work of
Subiaco.
May God bless you all.

The names listed below are of people who because of their giving during the last year
have either just joined or have advanced to the next level on our Raven Assembly.
ADVANCED TO PLATINUM
Dcn. & Mrs. Mathew J. Post ‘43
Margaret M. Schmitt
ADVANCED TO GOLD
Nino Ardemagni ‘91
Barnes & Thornburg LLP, Chicago, IL
Mr. & Mrs. Paul J. Berend ‘35
B-29 Investments, LP, Gainesville, TX
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Cagle
Gardiner Angus Ranch, Ashland, KS
Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Gehrig ‘91
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Grewing
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher A. Guidry ‘80
Mr. & Mrs. Jack H. Kimble ‘69
Rev. Msgr. John Kordsmeier
Dr. & Mrs. Hilary F. Linder III ‘52
Mr. & Mrs. William Lux ‘66
Mrs. W. R. Plugge
Roller Funeral Home, Paris, AR
Mr. & Mrs. Mark E. Rust ‘75
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Sontag ‘49
NEW SILVER
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Barfield
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Black
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Coberg ‘76
Helen Coogan
Mr. & Mrs. Leon G. Guidry ‘91
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Knittig
Baton Rouge Area Foundation, Baton Rouge, LA
Gen. & Mrs. Victor Cary
Greater Houston Com. Foundation Houston, TX

ADVANCED TO SILVER
Rose Durkee
Eastern Arkansas Alumni
Fuhrmann Brothers
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Griesemer ‘62
Mr. & Mrs. James Hartmeier
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas R. Hoberock
Lawrence B. Kaelin ‘47
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kilgarlin
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Knittig ‘56
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Kodell ‘62
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Lacerte ‘82
James Lazzari
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Neumeier ‘52
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Nicko
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Papan Jr. ‘53
Annalisa Peden
George A. Prange ‘77
Mr. & Mrs. James J. Seiter ‘59
Mr. & Mrs. Leo T. Sharum ‘79
Mr. & Mrs. Don A. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Eddie J. Zimmer Jr. ‘61
NEW BRONZE
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph C. Beck
Robert Bornhoft ‘45
Mr. & Mrs. C. Larry Bradford
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Butler Jr. ‘82
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew P. Daniel ‘76
Mr. & Mrs. H. Darrel Darby
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Epping
Mr. & Mrs. William P. Green

NEW BRONZE cont.
Mr. & Mrs. David A. Gupton ‘56
Elsie Hoedebeck
Anne Holland
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kissee
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Koenigseder ‘53
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Kortz
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Lacerte ‘91
Jim Lindsey
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Lisko ‘91
Mr. & Mrs. Richard N. Maddan ‘56
Mike McNabb ‘66
Dcn. & Mrs. Robert L. Morris
Bertha Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Nabholz
Capt. & Mrs. George S. Petrick ‘62
Dr. & Mrs. Peter J. Post ‘73
Mr. & Mrs. Dave Powell
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald W. Primm
Mr. & Mrs. Byron C. Rhodes
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent J. Schluterman ‘78
Mr. & Mrs. Sal Sclafani
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth P. Seiter ‘68
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Siebenmorgen ‘50
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Spurgeon
Mark P. Stewart ‘83
David J. Swatek ‘78
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene A. Wahl Jr. ‘66
Bertha Walz
Dr. & Mrs. Wesley B. Zboril, DDS ‘74

Volunteers make a big difference
According to a February, 2008,
report from the U.S. Department of
Labor, 60.8 million people volunteered
through or for an organization at least
once between September 2006 and September 2007. This works out to 26.2 %
of the population of the USA.
Subiaco Abbey and Academy is
no different. We have many volunteers
who help us through their labor to do
the things that we do here at Subiaco.
Whether it is stuffing envelopes for
mailing, working on Camp Subiaco,
making Abbey Brittle, building a fence
on the farm or volunteering in any of
possibly a hundred other ways, we are
supported by many with the labor of
their hands and heads.
It would be impossible to name
all the ways in which volunteers have
supported the work of Subiaco over the
years, but we have put together a few
pictures to give a glimpse of some of the
work that has been done.
We thank them all and pray that
God bless them for their generosity.

Each year several Knights of Columbus groups in Arkansas and Texas volunteer their services to
Subiaco. Here several Knights from Arkansas are extending a concrete pad near the baseball field
that will be the floor for a building to store atheletic equipment. A.J. Hambuchen of Conway,
AR, is one of the main organizers of the Arkansas K.C. group.

…our history…

The September, 1948, issue of The Abbey Message carried the picture and
caption below. This summer we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the building
of the Abbey lakes.

Marc Lacerte ’82 & Bill Schwartz ’63
working the rifle range at Camp Subiaco,
where over 50 alumni, wives & others helped
to make this camp a big success

The word “Subiaco” means “under the lake.” The water level
of the new abbey lake is slightly above the top floor of the
monastery building, thus fulfilling the literal significance of the
name “Subiaco.”

Volunteers make a big difference
This issue of the Abbey Message will have been prepared
for mailing by the ladies you
see in the picture to the left.
Ms. Jo Kastner is the organizer,
and any time the Abbey has a
mailing that needs to be stuffed
she will get on the phone to as
many as 15 of these volunteers
and the work is done!
Volunteer ladies waiting on an inner court bench before our annual volunteer luncheon

BEQUESTS
During the past year, Subiaco Abbey has received
cash settlements from the
following eight estates.
We are not always able to
apply the entire amount of
these estates to our endowment, but in most cases
at least half the value of
an estate goes directly to
Abbey or Academy endowment, always following the
directives of the estate.
Saleema Black			
George S. Lensing, Sr.
Helen Coogan 			
Gertrude Maus
Olga Glenn				
Margaret Schmitt
Marion Elizabeth Green 		
Bertha Walz

Fr. Hugh and Br. Ephrem
chairs nearly complete
Less than $50,000 remains to complete both the Fr.
Hugh and Br. Ephrem Subiaco Academy Endowed
Faculty Chairs in the amount of $250,000 each. If you
have not given to either of these chairs and would like
to honor these long-time teachers at Subiaco, send in
your gift today.
During the past year both the Fr. Robert and Abbot
Jerome chairs were completed and have been awarded to
faculty members for the coming school year.

PRAYER
HOTLINE

The number to call is:

1-800-350-5889

Upcoming Retreats and Events at Coury House
August
1-3
AA Retreat, Dc. John Burns
3-6
Just Communities
8-10 Park Row Church Youth Group
11-12 Christ Lutheran Church
17
Subiaco Academy Ring Ceremony
22-23 St. John Episcopal Choir Retreat
September
12-14 Benedictine Oblate Retreat
19-21 St. Monica Church, Tulsa, OK
28-30 WorldWide Marriage Encounter Retreat
29-Oct 3 Connected in Christ Methodist Ministers
October
3-5
Women’s Retreat
3-5
Matt Talbot Retreat
7-9
St. Andrew Presbyterian
10-12 Glory of Zion Charismatic Retreat
12-14 Connected in Christ Methodist Ministers
17-19 Diocese of Little Rock Diaconate Retreat
20-24 Diocesan Priest Retreat, Tulsa, OK
24-26 Little Rock Scripture Studies Leaders Retreat
26-31 Connected in Christ Methodist Ministers
31-Nov 2 Academy Parents Weekend/ARL Bazaar/Subiaco Arts Festival
Coury House Weekend Retreat rates include two nights and six meals.
A shared room: $120. Private room: $170. Married Couple: $215.
Rates for private retreats, days of recollection,
and special groups are available upon request.
For more information or reservations, contact us at:
479-934-4411 or 479-934-1290 or FAX: 479-934-4040
The Coury House Book Store and Gift Shop
offers quality religious articles and books for spiritual growth and direction.
Call Donna Forst at: 479-934-4411 or 479-934-1292
Check our web site: www.subi.org or e-mail us at: couryhouse@subi.org
or chgifts@subi.org
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