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The Light of Mercy
by Br. Pio Do, OSB
Here I am! A solemnly-professed monk of Subiaco Abbey, following the steady stream
of men joining the Benedictine monks at Subiaco. In recent years, this has become a
yearly happening.
My journey to join this family began nine thousand miles away in southeast Asia, in
Vietnam, in 1979. At that time, the country was recovering from the terrible civil war. I
was lucky! My parents arranged for me, an eleven-year-old boy, to escape the violence
that I surely would have had to face. Every young man was forced to serve in the communist army. An uncle was supposed to chaperone me and my three cousins, but at the
last minute a crooked agent changed the price from $5,000 to $7,000. My parents, who
owned a banana farm, were able to scrape together the necessary funds. However, now I
had to travel alone.
The boat looked pretty shaky to me, especially with an overload of a hundred people.
First, we tried to land in Malaysia, but shelling by a Malaysian gunboat turned us away.
Then we headed back out into the South China Sea, praying anxiously to find a port.
I was very frightened. Vietnamese gunboats were chasing us. A huge thunderstorm
provided cover, and they lost us. Again we survived. In a dream during those days, I
saw a great light. It looked just like the beautiful lights that really did appear before us
one night. Like a transfiguration, a brilliant light appeared. It was Singapore! We were
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saved once more.
From here on it is still a bit hazy. First there was a refugee camp. Then a friend of my parents accompanied me to New
Orleans. My journey to become an American began – from New Orleans to Biloxi, Mississippi, and then to Dallas, Texas.
Through it all I was in the hands of the Lord. My faith saved me!
I earned a degree in electronic engineering, and then switched to real estate, hoping to become a millionaire. Thanks to
Saint Faustina and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, my spiritual life began to move in a new direction. Praying the Chaplet,
I began to think about how I could save sinners with the help of Saint Faustina and the Chaplet. I began to pray daily for
vocations to the priesthood and the religious life. As I prayed, I began to hear an inner voice calling me to the religious life. I
said to God “No, no, not me; I just want to pray for them; don’t call me.” But God was not taking “No” for an answer. He
continued to reveal more and more to me.
After talking to a priest and my family about God’s calling, I became serious about discernment. So on September 1, 2011,
I became a candidate and then was accepted into the novitiate of Subiaco Abbey. On February
2, 2013, I made my simple vows, changing my name from Huy to Pio, in honor of my favorite
saint, Padre Pio. After three years of “Ora et Labora,” and the trials and joys of living with the
Brothers, I said “I do,” in my Solemn Profession on January 16, 2016. Before God, Abbot Leonard, priests, deacons, monks and nuns, family and friends, I opened my arms and promised stability, conversion of life, and obedience according to the Rule of Saint Benedict and the constitution
and statutes of the Swiss-American Congregation.
I do want to share a strange sensation that happened to me as I lay under the funeral pall during the ceremony. Every time I said one of the prayers that I had promised for my family and
friends, I felt something like a hot laser light on the middle of my back. The strange happening
took place after every petition during the ten minutes under the pall. I really don’t know what or
why it happened.
I have come to this day by the divine mercy of God. God changed my heart. Now Subiaco
Abbey is my home. I am filled with gratitude for all who helped me on my journey, all the way
Br. Pio professes vows
from Vietnam. Please pray that I may be a worthy son of St. Benedict.

Now is the Acceptable Time
On Ash Wednesday the readings at Mass announced the holy season of Lent. “Blow a trumpet,
proclaim a fast, call an assembly, gather the people,” the prophet Joel says. St. Paul adds “Behold,
now is a very acceptable time, behold, now is the day of salvation.”
The season of Lent has begun. On Ash Wednesday, people gather, ashes are blessed and placed on
our foreheads with the admonition, “Repent and believe in the Gospel.” Lent is a period of preparation for baptism for those who will receive this sacrament at the Easter Vigil service. For all, Lent is a
preparation for the celebration of paschal joy at Easter. As we unite ourselves to Jesus in his sufferings; so we unite with Him in his rising.
The gospel read on Ash Wednesday is part of the Sermon on the Mount. In Matthew Chapter
six, Jesus gives us a plan that we can follow during Lent. First, Jesus speaks of giving alms. We usually think of alms in terms
of a monetary gift. And it is good to give to those in need. But there are other ways to give alms. For example, parents who
dedicate their days (and their funds) to providing for their own disabled child are surely giving alms.
A second work that Jesus recommends is prayer. “Go to your inner room and pray to your Father in secret. Remember that
your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.” One might argue that if the Father knows what we need, why pray?
We pray not for God’s benefit, but for ours. Asking God for what we need is a way of humbling ourselves before Him. It is an
acknowledgement of our true relationship with the divine. And your “inner room” may not be a location, but – using different
prayer terminology – it may be your “heart” or your “center.” Jesus is recommending private prayer.
The third Lenten practice that Chapter 6 recommends is fasting. “When you fast, anoint your head and wash your face
so that you do not appear to be fasting, but your Father, who sees what is hidden, will repay you.” Again, the first thing that
comes to mind with the word “fasting” is giving up food. But we can also fast from other things – from eating between meals,
from TV, computer time, the use of social media. Many people combine their fasting with almsgiving, donating the money
saved by fasting to a good cause.

While Jesus urges these good practices, he warns against doing things just so others may see them, and be impressed with our holiness. Some of our Lenten practices may be public and others do see them, but they are done for God, and not for
the acclaim. God, who sees what is done, and the motives of the heart, will reward
us.
The “acceptable time” continues for the forty days of Lent. As St. Benedict tells
us, “Let us during this time make up for the negligence of other times.” (RB 49: 3)

“In the gospel of Ash
Wednesday, Jesus gives
us a plan we can follow
during Lent.”

PRAYER HOTLINE
The number to call is:1-800-350-5889
Or you can e-mail your request to:
prayer@subi.org

Abbey Journal
by Fr. Mark Stengel, OSB

December

By December 1st the heavy November rains (10.53”) had pushed the water over the spillway of the water supply lakes. The
lake level had not been critically low, but it takes a lot of rain to get water flowing in the heavily-forested watershed into the
lakes. Jumping ahead to the other end of this journal, survey work is now underway in mid-February for raising the dam of
“third lake.” The dam will be raised some twelve feet, mainly by dredging the present lake bed and surrounding shores. This
will create a sizeable emergency supply. We can no longer count on steady rainfall, so we better impound more water when it
is available.
Global warming is nice—in the winter! Our December was the warmest on record. Fr. Bruno was celebrant on December
21st and he noted the irony of the scriptural text of the day—the first day of winter—from the Song of Songs: “For see, the
winter is past, the rains are over and gone.” Working in shorts and tee-shirt that day, it certainly felt like winter had already
passed. A week later, we were in the midst of winter storm “Goliath,” (When did they start naming these things?) which
dropped an additional seven inches of rain. Finally, winter did arrive, with highs in the 30s as the new year began.
Our student monks returned from Minnesota (Br. Reginald), Indiana (Br. Cassian), and Oklahoma (Br. Matthias), just in
time to do the Christmas decorating. Actually, many monks pitch in on this task, but the energy of the “expositi” brothers
provides the needed extra push. Br. José puts together a “nacimiento” in the refectory with richly caparisoned camels, baby
Jesus with a hand-crocheted coverlet, and the stable environs carpeted with forest moss. Br. Cassian and helpers constructed
the crèche in the St. Benedict alcove in church. The saint is hidden behind a rocky cliff formed by crumpled brown paper,
skillfully spray-painted and illuminated to form creases and crags. The Junior monks hosted a community feast on December
28th, their patronal feast (Holy Innocents). I think that Br. Reginald and Novice Clifford (now Br. Raban) were the brains,
and the chefs, behind this production. Br. Basil and Novice Zach provided the brawn. One of the senior monks penned a few
lines of doggerel verse in appreciation of their effort. The poem is featured below.
Only Fr. Elijah, studying in Rome, was not able to be home for the holidays. Instead, he spent about two weeks in North
Africa, studying “Liturgy and Life in Ancient Christian North Africa.” In Tunisia, he managed to get bit in bed by a spider. He
sent us a “selfie” of the wound in his back. The grainy close-up of the gaping wound gives the impression of a bomb crater.
Ouch!!

Old Monk

Young Monks

Old Monk inches along with cane seeking table
Then when Abel beholds an Arabian fable!
Dynamic monks dashing to and fro,
Heaps of heavenly food, Ho! Ho!
Joyous the young monks serve singing ‘Benedicamus Domino.’
Old Man smiled deep inside for he did see what Benedict saw
That the young monks would follow the traditions of his law
Young monks now bring smiles as they serve the best for last
Gutter Wein! Gott sei Dank! Old Monk tastes Christmas Past.

January
A part of the “spiritual patrimony” of Subiaco Abbey is the well-known tradition regarding Brother Thaddaeus Eberle, who
died on March 26, 1941. The necrology entry says of this monk: “He was white-bearded and stoop-shouldered in appearance,
with paralyzed clenched fists. His hands had been frost-bitten in the Swiss Alps. … It is said that during his last illness, he offered his sufferings to God so that no monk of the abbey would ever be killed in an automobile accident.”
It certainly seems that Br. “Toddy’s” offering was pleasing to God, and completely effective. We’ve had a lot of fender-benders and close calls, but never even a serious injury. Here’s the last two instances of Br. “Toddy” at work for us. In the midst of
heavy rain after Christmas, Abbot Leonard was driving to Little Rock Air Force Base for a Mass, when a temperature change
under an overpass caused the sudden complete fogging of the windshield. Blinded, he braked and tried to steer off the road,
but plowed into a guard rail. The car was severely damaged, but Abbot Leonard walked away, called the base, got a ride, and
had the Sunday Mass on time. Just several days ago, Brothers José and Michael came within inches of hitting a deer at 70 miles
per hour. Move over, St. Christopher. We have our own saintly protector.
Brother Pio’s family, and the local Vietnamese community turned out in a big way for his Solemn Profession on January
16. Probably for the first time, readings in Vietnamese were heard in the Abbey Church. The first reading featured the young
Samuel repeating, as the Lord called him in his sleep, “Here I am.” “Này con dây.” Brother Pio tells his own story on page one.
He doesn’t tell about the plethora of wonderful ethnic foods provided by his guests. The dinner in Fuhrmann Hall following
the ceremony featured far too many Vietnamese delicacies to sample all of them. The next day many of his guests were still
here, and they provided wonderful “Pho” for our evening meal. What a savory dish that is! One of the ladies said that they
were trying to replicate a traditional Vietnamese wedding celebration for Br. Pio. She said that these feasts last for three days,
with different guests each day. We monks got to be the same guests for three days.
Finally, winter did arrive on January 18th. Three weeks of cold, clear weather followed. Northerners would scoff at my calling a temperature range of 20˚ to 40˚ “real winter weather.” Well this is Arkansas, not Alaska.
In late January several of us began tearing out a beaver dam on a tributary of Cane Creek. The beavers’ construction had
flooded a corner of the pasture. Beavers are persistent, but farm manager Craig Layes predicted their demise after Fr. Mark got
interested in the removal of the dam. I guess I can get pretty determined and focused (borderline OCD?). Anyway, the pool
has drained and the beavers have not returned.

February
Equipment seems to fail late Friday afternoons, about the time the maintenance crew is clocking out. Maybe it only seems
that way. During the weekend of January 30-31, a shower became something of an adventure. The hot water was very erratic,
both in temperature and in color. When one is already wet and soapy, there’s not much you can do except finish up as quickly
as possible. The communications bulletin on February 1 told what was happening: “The old domestic hot water control valve
that serves the entire east side of the Main Building (monastery and kitchen) is failing and we are unable to control the temperature.” Our expert crew had it all back on line by Tuesday noon. Thank you, Sam, Tom, James, Chris, and Br. Anselm.
Br. James, Br. Andrew, and Fr. Mark traveled to nearby St. Joseph’s School during Catholic Schools Week, January 31-February 6. All three enjoyed visiting the classrooms, and appreciated the hand-drawn thank you notes from the children. A teacher
praised the ability to find a message for Catholic Schools Week in the Mass reading for the day, about Shemei cursing and
throwing dirt clods at King David.

Candidate Zach Boyer was invested as a Novice on February 1. He is an Academy
graduate of 2011. The next day Novice Clifford Heyer professed his first vows during
Vespers. As always at first professions, everyone listens closely for the new religious
name chosen by the newly professed. Actually, the novice submits three names, and
the Abbot chooses (usually the first choice submitted). As the name was pronounced,
monks whispered “What did he say?” “Raven?” “Raphael?” No, it was Raban. (pronounced Rāy-băn). His patron is St. Rabanus Maurus, a ninth-century Benedictine
of the Abbey of Fulda in Germany. Rabanus was a noted teacher and writer of the
time. I suppose it was just a strange coincidence that Br. Raban’s feast day came two
days later. This same week Candidate Carlos Castro arrived. He is a Peruvian by
birth. While living in Texas, he inquired about becoming an Oblate of Corpus Christi
Abbey. Informed that the Abbey was in the process of closing, they told him about
Subiaco, and here he is.
Oblate Artie Berry of Shoal Creek invited the monks—any and all—to his home,
in groups of four or five, to enjoy a steak dinner in the weeks preceding Lent. About
20 took him up on the offer, and enjoyed his hospitality and a delicious meal. Artie
said that by the time the last group came, he had just about learned how to grill steak.
What a commendable Oblate project! I must recommend this for other Oblates.
Nine monks attended the Subiaco Day at the Races on February 14. This is a “fun
and fellowship” day for monks, alumni, and Academy staff. The only monk telling
about returning with more money than he wagered on the ponies was Br. Ephrem.
He had to admit that his “winnings”
were really slipped into his pocket by
alumni and friends who had better
luck than he did.
By the last week of February, the
floods of Christmas were a distant
memory. There had been only a few
sprinkles since then, and things were
getting very dry. Burn bans were in
force, and daily grass and forest fires
popped up all around us. Then a nice
slow rain on Feb. 23, an inch and
a half, quenched all the fire danger.
Now, with sunshine again, and moisture in the ground, flowers are popping. It would be a good time for a
RESURRECTION.

Candidate Zach Boyer ’11 was invested
as a novice Feb. 1st.

Abbot Leonard removing Br. Raban’s novice scapular (which has no hood) to clothe him with a
professed monk’s scapular which has the hood. Br. Ephrem (back to camera) and Br. Mel (Master
of Ceremonies) assist.

A New Healing Breakthrough for Catholics and Jews
by Fr. Jerome Kodell, OSB
Just before the beginning of the Year of Mercy, on December 3, 2015, sixty-plus Orthodox Rabbis from fifteen nations, including eighteen Orthodox Rabbis from Israel, issued a remarkable statement responding to Catholic overtures for forgiveness
and reconciliation, offering a hand of peace. In an unprecedented declaration, the Rabbis made the acknowledgement that
“Christianity is neither an accident nor an error, but the willed divine outcome and gift to the nations.”
The statement was not timed for the Year of Mercy, though it was certainly appropriate for that, but to coincide with the
fiftieth anniversary of the document “Nostra Aetate (In Our Time),” Vatican Council II’s Declaration on the Relation of the
Church to Non-Christian Religions,” in which the Catholic Church recognized its Jewish origins, expressed respect and love
for the Jewish people, and condemned any kind of antisemitism, disrespect, or persecution toward the Jews.
In its own reflection for the fiftieth anniversary, the Vatican’s Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews issued a
document entitled “The Gifts and Calling of God are Irrevocable” (Romans 11:29), dated December 10, which had been
prepared before the Jewish statement, stating not only that the Catholic Church deplores any kind of antisemitism, but for the
first time also officially renouncing programs aimed at the conversion of Jews to Christianity: “The Catholic Church neither
conducts nor supports any specific institutional mission work directed toward the Jews.”
These are amazing declarations from both sides. The painful history is well known. The Rabbinic declaration, in fact, begins with a reference to “nearly two millennia of mutual hostility and alienation.” For many centuries Christians were obsessed
with the conversion of the Jews, leading to requiring Jews to live in ghettos and even to coercing statements of faith under pain
of imprisonment, exile, or death. A deep gulf of enmity and suspicion developed between the two religions. The Hitler Holocaust was the straw that finally broke the camel’s back, arousing the movement in the Church which would result in the Nostra
Aetate document of Vatican II.
That document in turn initiated a series of developments over the next fifty years. The new Vatican document details the
various Church declarations on Christian-Jewish relations produced since that time, and also the joint conferences since 1970
of the Catholic Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews and the Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations.
In the meantime important symbolic gestures raised the awareness and imagination of the world.
In 1960, before the Council, Pope John XXIII had changed the mood of Christian-Jewish relations dramatically when he
welcomed a delegation of Rabbis with the historic biblical words of reconciliation, “I am Joseph, your brother.” Then came
Vatican II and the ensuing documents and discussions. In April, 1986, Pope John Paul II became the first pope to make an official visit to the Rome Synagogue, the site of persecution during the Middle Ages, referring to the Jews as “our elder brothers.”
Pope Benedict XVI in 2010 was the second pope to visit the Synagogue and Pope Francis on January 16, 2016, was the third,
referring to the “inseparable bond” between Jews and Christians.
These latest statements of the two religious bodies may seem to be an obvious conclusion to the steady improvement of relations between Jews and Christians, but the conceptual path was not easy for either side. Besides the memory of centuries of
estrangement and persecution, the Jews have always seen as essential to their fidelity to the covenant an unyielding profession
of monotheism. In their declaration they do not see it necessary to debate the Trinity and the divinity of Christ, but are able
simply to acknowledge Christianity as part of God’s plan for the world. They were able to recall that this attitude of acceptance
was already in the Jewish tradition in the teaching of their revered 12th century philosophers, Maimonides and Judah Halevi.
On the Catholic side, the Church is not retracting its conviction that salvation for all comes through Jesus Christ, nor surrendering its mandate to preach the gospel to all nations. But the new document says that the Church “is obliged to view evangelization to Jews…in a different manner from that to people of other religions and world views.” It illuminates this approach
further: “Just as after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ there were not two unrelated covenants, so too the people of
the covenant of Israel are not disconnected from ‘the people of God drawn from the Gentiles.’” Rather, there is an “enduring
role of the covenant people of Israel in God’s plan of salvation.”

Development

Looking Back-Giving Back
by Victor Mendoza ’06
Alumni Board of Directors Member

As a young adult, one often falls short in valuing the efforts our parents put
forth to ensure our well-being, education and happiness. Not for a lack of care, but
perhaps because young adults lack the maturity to comprehend the complexities of
life. Our young adult years however, are the most important ones to develop and
gain the necessary foundations to understand life, become a respectable adult, and
hopefully a contributing member to society.
As an adult, I now understand the sacrifice and efforts, not only my parents set
forth, but also Subiaco Academy through financial aid support. Having this aid not
only gave me an opportunity to obtain a better education and vocational formation,
but it ingrained in me a desire to give
back to the school and assist in any way
Join those who have
I can.

chosen to “give back”
by supporting the
Subiaco Academy
Tuition Assistance
Program.
For more information,
contact Coach Tim
Tencleve, Program
Director at
479-438-0006 or
ttencleve@subi.org

When I walk on campus, I can see a
Victor Mendoza ’06
younger version of myself in our current student body, gathering the necessary tools offered by a premiere Catholic education to prepare themselves for life’s
obstacles. On the other hand, I also think of the young men who did not have the
same opportunity as I did, due merely to financial hardship. I can only imagine how
different my life would be if I was not provided tuition assistance to be able to attend
Subiaco Academy.
Stewardship is a value I learned through my formation years at Subiaco, and it is
this value that leads me to participate in giving back to the tuition assistance program so others may have the same opportunity I once did. I am a true believer that
the same students receiving financial assistance currently walking the campus will
become honorable men who will also help future Subi generations.

Gearing up for the Academy Annual Fund
In formulating and executing programs to improve the services of Subiaco Academy, we are aware that in order for this to
be successful there are many financial needs that have to be met. Whether it is through material purchases for the classrooms,
enhancing academic programs, improvements to dorms or activity facilities, or the hiring of additional staff, annual funds are
the cornerstone and key to success for these improvements.
Over the next few months, alumni, friends and families of Subiaco have the opportunity to support the Academy Annual
Fund. Your monthly, quarterly, semi-annual or annual gift sustains Subiaco Academy’s commitment to providing each student
with the highest quality education possible. Your regular gifts enable us to strengthen our programs and to better steward what
God has entrusted to us. We ask that you prayerfully consider making a difference in the lives of each student who comes to us.
Want to find out more information before you make a gift? We welcome your questions. Feel free to contact the Subiaco Development Office at 479-934-1001 or directly contact Glenn Constantino at 479-934-1026 or email gconstantino@subi.org.

Some Things Are Worth Thinking About
by Deacon Mike Cumnock
A few years back, I was involved in a terrible accident. A woman lost control of her car, crossed the median, and hit our car
head-on. While I was lying there waiting to be cut out of the car, I heard a state trooper say, “I have never seen a person survive
a wreck this bad!” I spoke up and said “I intend to survive.” The trooper apologized and said he thought I was unconscious
when he made his comment. Fortunately my wife was able to help me make decisions and I was able to have “my say” either in
person or through her. Even though my survival was a medical uncertainty, I knew Divine intervention was on my side.
What happens if someone is unable to communicate his or her wishes regarding health, possessions, and the welfare of their
children/grandchildren? There are documents available to resolve these issues, but most people put off completing them until
“later.” Sometimes “later” becomes “too late!” All of us should have a Living Will, which allows us to outline our desires regarding critical health care decisions in advance. Decisions such as the type of procedures we would prefer, including whether to
remain on life support, organ donations, etc., should be clear to others. If we don’t make these decisions, someone else will
have to make them for us. That can be a very heart-wrenching and painful thing to do without our input.
The same is true of a Last Will used to distribute assets to named beneficiaries including charities, to name guardians for
children, make final arrangements, and detail any last wishes. Without a will the courts will make those decisions for you.
Advance planning is crucial in our desire to have “our say” and/or designate someone to do that for us. People often tell me
they intend to include Subiaco in their will or other estate plans. However, they also indicate they will do that later – including
“when I get a chance to draw up a Will.” I understand that many people simply don’t like to think about such things. The sad
part is I have dealt with many situations where “later” became “too late.” Our new Subiaco Planned Giving website has many
tools to help you, as a member of the Subiaco family, to make sure that your wishes can be carried out without passing that
responsibility on to others, and you can do it in the privacy of your own home. We invite you to go to our website, click on
Support Us, and then Planned Giving for help in carrying out your plans. We are also willing to offer you confidential help, by
phone or face-to-face if you desire. Please feel free to call on us if you would like our help!

The Passing of Br. Eric
Br. Eric Loran died in the early morning hours of February 25th.
He was born in 1937 in Rhineland, Texas, and, after many years in the Air
Force and as an air traffic controller, came to Subiaco where he made his vows
as a monk in 1976.
With expertise in electrical and equipment repair, Br. Eric was involved in
those areas of work most of his monastic life. He worked with maintenance,
cared for the Abbey’s fleet of cars and maintained our phone system.
During the years 1982-87 he was assistant dean of men in the Academy and
later served as the soccer coach. In 1991 Br. Eric was named Prior (second after
the Abbot) of the Abbey, a position in which he served for seven years.
Br. Eric enjoyed spending his leisure time walking, reading, and listening to
music. Because he was a parent and grandparent (he had been married before
coming to the monastery) he was able to understand the needs of the students
in the Academy as well as the needs of community members. He was always a
gentleman with a ready smile and a helping hand. May he rest in peace!
Br. Eric Loran, OSB

A Message from the Procurator
I have just completed my fourteenth year of living and working at Subiaco, and
I am filled with gratitude. God’s ways are wonderful. I grew up in Baton Rouge,
LA, and had never heard of Subiaco until I met my future wife, Maria Eckart, and
I had never been on campus until we were married in the Abbey Church by Abbot
Jerome on October 10, 1998.
After our marriage I worked in the corporate world for several years and was beginning to have success. But now that I look back I can see that I was going about
it the wrong way. There is nothing wrong with success in the corporate world. But
in my case it was consuming all my time, energy, and imagination, and beginning
to take its toll on my family. Maria saw this early, though I didn’t, and gradually
I began to recognize it on my own. But I didn’t know what to do about it and I
wasn’t sure I wanted to do anything that would take me off the road to financial
success I thought I was on.
The opportunity to work at Subiaco came out of the blue, and at first I didn’t
want to pay attention to it. Working for a religious institution in the country
seemed unchallenging and unexciting compared to what I was doing. It would
mean a drastic change in my financial goals. But by the time this opportunity appeared, I knew I had to make some kind of change for the sake of my family and
my own physical and spiritual health. Now I look on it as a special gift of God’s
grace and providence that I accepted the offer to work at Subiaco. I began here on
February 11, 2002.
Within a few months of working here, I realized that I had not entered a new job
so much as entered a new world. This is a real place, with real people, and the issues
I deal with in my office every day are the same business and financial issues I had
been dealing with before. But here the reason for doing something is more important than what you’re doing, and that has transformed my whole approach and,
hopefully, is transforming me in the process.
The monks have treated my family as part of their family. They have taught
me the blessed rhythm of prayer and work, and also, what has been hardest for
me, they have taught me not to plow ahead when the way is not clear but to trust
God and wait for God’s time. For people who knew me before, the idea that I am
actually becoming patient would be a great shock. It shocks me, too, when I think
about it, but I know it is the right way because of the peace I feel.
I could go on and on about the people and groups beside the monks who have
become such a vital part of my life and that of my family. This begins with the people I work and associate with locally but now incorporates also friends of Subiaco
far and wide. This group includes you who are reading this article, and I want to
thank you – both for having chosen to join the monks in their mission and, more
personally, for being so open to and supportive of me.

Glenn Constantino
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Academy

Catholic Schools Week - 2016

Mr. Randy Terry hydrated fellow
teacher Mr. Stephen Lienhart at the
entertaining faculty competition on
Monday of Catholic Schools Week.

Abbot Leonard blessed the pilgrims
before they (students and teachers) left
on the chilly 10-mile walk to St. Scholastica (Shoal Creek).

The Jazz Ensemble performed at St. Joseph School in Fayetteville on
February 2 and also at the St. Joseph (Paris) Mardi Gras on February 6.

Ladies of the Parent Association
served dessert to the students on February 3. At the same time in the guest dining room a teacher appreciation lunch
was enjoyed by staff members.

Deacon Roy Goetz and students at St. Scholastica Church (Shoal Creek).

On December
13 the performing arts students
presented their
annual Winter Concert
in the Walter
Auditorium.
The audience
enjoyed concerts
by the Vocal
Music Class
and the Jazz
Ensemble. The
performance
culminated in a
presentation of
“Silent Night”
by the Guitar Class.

The Senior High Quiz Bowl Team competed in the
Southside Invitational Tournament February 13 in Fort
Smith. Subiaco defeated Huntsville for first place in the
division bracket (1A - 4A teams) and then defeated Fayetteville from the other division bracket (5A - 7A) to be the
overall winner. Subiaco had victories over Cossatot River,
Gravette, Norfork, Haas Hall, Huntsville, and Fayetteville.
Axel Ntamatungiro had the highest average points per
game with 101.25; Walker Cobb earned the second highest
average with 72.5 points. There were a total of 38 different
teams at the tournament.

Aaron Brooks was baptized, confirmed, and received
the Eucharist at the December 20 Mass in the Abbey
Church. Robert Secrest, residential dean, made his profession of faith and was confirmed during the same Mass. Fr.
Jerome was the
minister of the
sacraments.
Br. Cassian
and Deacon
Roy Goetz
were sponsors.
Four months
of preparation preceded
the conferring
of the sacraments.

Abbot Leonard and Deacon Roy Goetz at the
Ash Wednesday student Mass.

On Sunday, December 6, an Advent Lessons and Carols service, based on the Great O Antiphons of Advent,
was presented in the Abbey Church. The Subiaco Deanery Chorale was directed by Br. Dominic Faciane, OSB,
who also serves as Abbey Choirmaster. The Chorale
was made up of monastic and community singers. The
Subiaco Academy Handbell Ensemble also participated
by providing the prelude and accompanying the Chorale
on the Processional. Deacon Roy Goetz served as presider with readers and servers coming from the Academy
and the monastic community.

Matt Stengel ’99 awarding Nick
Langston

The February 24 sophomore class retreat began with Morning
Prayer and a conference by Fr. Patrick Boland, OSB. The students
then journeyed to Altus where Fr. Hugh Assenmacher, OSB, gave
them a presentation on the history of St. Mary Church. Fr. Hugh
and Fr. Brendan Miller, OSB, provided the students with the opportunity for reconciliation and concelebrated Mass. The students
then spent the afternoon in a community service project. The
retreat master was Dc. Roy Goetz who was assisted by Mr. Rob
Pugh.

Subiaco Academy
senior Nick Langston was
presented the 1st Quarter
Martin Schriver Award by
Headmaster Matt Stengel.
Mitchell Berry received
the 2nd Quarter Schriver
Award. This award, named
in honor of Martin Schriver, a carpenter from 1900
to 1970 for Subiaco Abbey
and Academy, is awarded
quarterly to a student who
exhibits an exemplary
work ethic, involvement
in school activities, and
respect for teachers and
fellow students.

Nine students participated in the February 12
Shadow Day -- prospective students from Arkansas,
Oklahoma, and Texas. Pat Franz (Director of Admissions) and the Blue Arrow members hosted this
event. The students shadowed classes, took the entrance exam, and were interviewed. Parents and sons
enjoyed a performance by the Jazz Ensemble.

Alumni

Alumni on Boards

Several alumni serving on the Academy Board of Trustees – in a light moment before the January 23 meeting. L. to R.
Jeff Gray ’85, Joseph Post ’83, Ryan Gehrig ’91, Matt Stengel ’99, George Lieux ’68 and Darian Layes ’86. Members
of the Alumni Board include Nick Tyburski ’98(hidden), Kevin Baltz ’86, Bubba Galvan ’92, Pat Nolte ’78 and Victor
Mendoza ’06.

Young Alumni in Action

Dylan Veron’s ’08 band Swampbird performed recently in the following venues in Canada: Kingston, ON, Montreal, QC, Ottawa,
ON, Toronto, ON, St. Catharines,
ON, and London, ON.

Members of the class of 2015 (Alex
Bowman, Chris Myers, and Andrew
Komp) posed recently in front of their
stained glass contribution to the new
front entrance.

Bill Heil ’09 graduated from
Coast Guard Boot Camp on
November 6. He is stationed in
Everett, WA, on a cutter patrolling Puget Sound.

Milestones
Carl Stengel ’95 was featured on page one of the December 12, 2015, Arkansas
Catholic. He built the official Door of Mercy for the Diocese of Little Rock. – Arkansas Catholic photo by Aprille Hanson
Ryan Schluterman ’99 passed the final part of the CPA exam in early December.
Andrew Holland ’02 uses the design skills learned at Subiaco. He designs
promotional materials for his grandfather’s company - Belle Point Beverages in Ft.
Smith.
Carl Stengel ’95 installing Door of Mercy

According to his dad, Danny White ’10, will be getting his degree in electrical
engineering in the near future and has been offered jobs in Texas. Danny presently enjoys hunting alligators near his home in
Panama City, FL.
Jonas Strobel ’03 married Lacey Thorpe on December 12.

Mark Anthony Kiefer ’05 graduated from the University of Central Arkansas on December 12, 2015, with a Bachelor of
Fine Arts and a minor in Spanish. He gives much credit to the art class with Bill Wright here at Subiaco for sparking his interest and pursuit of a degree in art.
Franklin Lee, Ph.D. ’00 is a Graduate Teaching Assistant at University of New Orleans, Researcher Behavioral Neuroscience.
Gene Schwartz ’56 completed his term on the Subiaco Foundation Board. Abbot Leonard presented Gene with a gift of
glassware etched by Br. Jude in the Abbey carpentry shop.
Paolo Lim ’97 was one of the many alumni who enjoyed the 4th Annual Subiaco Day at the Races at Oaklawn Park in Hot
Springs.
Matthew Sharum ’08 will graduate with a MD degree from UAMS in May.
He has a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the University of Arkansas and a
bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the University of Regensburg, Germany.
Drew Piechocki ’05 graduated with a law degree from the University of Tulsa
on December 18.
Jeremiah Spence, Ph.D. ’97 recently released his latest book “The Evolution of
TV in Latin America.”
Jacob Post ’05 passed the PE exam in early December. He’s now a professional
engineer.
Paolo Lim ’97 and April Rowton at Oaklawn
Park in Hot Springs

Ladies Auxiliary

Ladies Auxiliary

Thomas Myers

Luke Morton

The Subiaco Academy Alumni Ladies Auxiliary (SAALA) is pleased to announce the 2015-2016 recipients of the Ladies
Auxiliary Scholarship. Thomas Myers from Alabaster, Alabama, and Luke Morton from Beebe, Arkansas, are the 2 students chosen amongst many applicants. The SAALA Scholarship is awarded to a first-year student who has a relative who
is a Subiaco Alumnus. Thomas Myers’ alumni relatives are Donald Hal Myers, Sr., Class of ’57, Donald Hal Myers, Jr.,
Class of ’82, Jacob Hal Myers, Class of ’14, and Christopher Hal Myers, Class of ’15. Luke Morton’s alumni relatives
are William (Bill) Michael-Edward Morton, Class of ’09, and Mackenzie (Max) Joseph Morton, Class of ’18.
The Ladies Auxiliary welcomes any female relative of a graduate, or of a young man who would have graduated from the
Academy had he completed high school at Subiaco Academy, to become a member of the Ladies Auxiliary. Honorary membership will be extended to those persons who have provided special support to the Academy, to the Abbey or to the Alumni
Association and Ladies Auxiliary. For more information, contact Judy Brooks @ Judy308@charter.net, or 618-210-7206.

Obituaries
Monsignor Thomas W. Weinzapfel ’39 died January 1, 2016, at the age of 94. An active Roman
Catholic priest for 70 years, he is survived by two sisters and one brother. He was pastor of St. Pius
X Catholic Church in Dallas for 40 years before retiring from daily priestly duties in 1996. After his
retirement, he remained vibrantly independent in his ministry.
William Binz ’45 died December 26, 2015, at the age of 88. He operated the Little Rock Art
Club, Binz Iron Works and BBC Raceway before moving to Texas in 1969. There he was employed
by the Houston Independent School District. He is survived by his wife of 61 years, Helen; one
daughter; one son, and three grandchildren.

Msgr. Weinzapfel

Alvin Hoffman ’48 died December 22, 2015, at the age of 85. He served in the Air National
Guard and devoted himself to developing the Hoffmann family business of hydroponic farming in
Tulsa; and supplied hothouse tomatoes to the Safeway distribution center in Kansas City.
Joe A. Siebenmorgen Jr ’43, died February 11, 2016, at the age of 90
in Morrison Bluff. A U.S. Army veteran of World War II serving in China,
Burma and India, he operated a dairy farm for many years after his military
service. He served his community in several capacities, e.g. mayor of Morrison
Bluff for more than 40 years, former commander of the American Legion of
Scranton and a board member of Farm Bureau for 60 years.
He is survived by his wife of 70 years, Margaret, seven daughters, four sons,
27 grandchildren, and 19 great-grandchildren.

Jim Klement

James “Jim” Albert Klement ’57, died December 13, 2015, at the age of
78. A life-long resident of Gainesville, TX, he is survived his wife Cissy, one
son and one daughter, seven grandchildren, great-granddaughter, two brothers, and numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins.

Joe Siebenmorgen

Coury House

“Please, Lord, I Can’t Hear You!”
Carmen Steigman
Oblate of Subiaco Abbey and faculty member of Subiaco Academy

Totally burned out, I walked away from a 30-year medical career. After months of discernment, I was inspired to teach
young people. I had been searching for positions, but nothing was falling into place. Despite much prayer, God seemed
silent and far away.
I had heard of the Abbey, but never visited. I decided to come, to be still and listen harder for God’s elusive voice. I
stayed at the Coury House mid-week and had the place to myself. The staff greeted me more like an old friend than a firsttimer.
I remember the thrill the first time I saw black-robed monks glide into the lobby. They were not what I expected. They
were real people--warm, funny guys who talked and laughed!
On a second visit a month later, the staff still remembered my name. This time there was another mid-week visitor, Bob,
who was also going through a traumatic life upheaval. We sat in the lobby and talked. For hours. We found much common ground in our doubts, fears and hopes about our futures.
One night Bob suggested we go outside and look at the stars. Brother Roch gave us flashlights, and we trudged down the
long, steep, gravel road to the pasture and gazed at the heavens. It was only the second time I’d ever seen the Milky Way.
We identified constellations and commented how our own crises seemed so small in the hands of an infinite God.
By the way, God did speak—silently—while I was at the Coury House. I discovered on my first visit that the Abbey had
a school. I never imagined six months later I would be teaching at Subiaco Academy. I still love the warmth of the Coury
House and visit the lobby whenever I can.

Upcoming Retreats and Events at Coury House
April
4-8 St. Paul Episcopal Cathedral Retreat
8-10 Sacred Heart Apostolate Retreat
15-16 Moms In Prayer
15-17 Knights of Columbus, Southaven, MS
22-24 SERRA Retreat
22-24 Rolling Hills Baptist Church Retreat
27-29 Regents School of Oxford, MS, Youth Retreat
29-May 1 Benedictine Oblate Retreat, Subiaco Abbey
May
6-7
6-8
14
20-22
21-22
25-29

Second Baptist Church Retreat
Walz Family Reunion
Subiaco Academy Graduation
Bella Vista Church Retreat
Sacred Heart Confirmation Retreat
St. Jude Catholic Church, Texas

June
1-3
3-5
6-10
6-10
14-18

Texas A & M Youth Group
Subiaco Academy Alumni Reunion
Subiaco Abbey Monastic Retreat
Priest Retreat, Diocese of Little Rock
Formation Directors Workshop

All guests, either private or on group
retreats, are welcome to join the monastic
community for daily prayer and Eucharist.
For more information or for reservations,
either call Coury House, 479-934-4411,
or email us at couryhouse@subi.org.
Upcoming events may be found on our
website, www.subi.org.

